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Ms. Becca Conklin 
Department of Ecology 
P. O. Box 47600 
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
 
Document: Rulemaking – Chapter 173-201A WAC – Recreational Use Criteria Formal Comment Period 
 
September 10, 2018 
 
Dear Ms. Becca Conklin, 
 
IDEXX commends the Department of Ecology (Ecology) on the proposed amendments to WAC 173-201A.  At this 
time, IDEXX would like to request Ecology consider the following supportive and editorial comments. 
 
IDEXX supports the proposed changes to the bacteria criteria for fresh and marine waters, changing from fecal 
coliforms to either E. coli or enterococci; as E. coli and enterococci are more protective indicators of human fecal 
contamination versus fecal coliform [1,2,3,4,5]. 
 
Additionally, IDEXX suggests editing the current definition for “E. coli.”  

 
Current language:  
 

"E. coli" or "Escherichia coli" is an aerobic and facultative anaerobic gram negative nonspore forming 
rod shaped bacterium that can grow at 44.5 degrees Celsius that is ortho-nitrophenyl-B-D-
galactopyranoside (ONPG) positive and Methylumbelliferyl glucuronide (MUG) positive.  
 

Suggested language: 
 

"E. coli" or "Escherichia coli" means an aerobic and facultative anaerobic gram negative, nonspore 
forming, rod shaped bacterium that is ortho-nitrophenyl-B-D-galactopyranoside (ONPG) positive and 
Methylumbelliferyl glucuronide (MUG) positive.  
 

Rational for edit:   
 

While thermotolerant E. coli can grow at 44.5 °C, typical E. coli grow at 35 °C. By listing a temperature in 
the definition, it suggests only analytical methods that use the defined temperature would be valid. The 
US EPA lists approved E. coli test methods at 40 CFR Part 136.3; some of the methods listed, like EPA 
Method 1604, detect E. coli at 35 °C [6,7].  To only reference E. coli that can grow in 44.5 °C is not 
inclusive to the other EPA approved methods.   

 
IDEXX appreciates the opportunity to provide this supportive comment as well as the editorial comment and 
hopes Ecology will consider the suggested edit as an additional way to strengthen the water quality standards 
for surface waters.  We look forward to the next steps in the Triennial Review process and the finalization of this 
Rule. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
Jody Frymire | Regulatory Affairs Associate, Water |One IDEXX Drive |Westbrook, Maine 04092 USA 
idexx.com/water|jody-frymire@idexx.com |Tel: +1 207 556 4840  
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