Save Our wild Salmon Coalition

Attached is a letter addressed to Director Bellon and Program Manager Heather Bartlett at the
Department of Ecology, signed by more than 1,000 individuals, asking that the

Department increase total dissolved gas standards in the Columbia and Snake Rivers to

125% in a single step, in time for the 2019 juvenile salmon out-migration that begins in early
Spring.

If you have any questions about this, please contact:
Joseph Bogaard,joseph@wildsalmon.org, 206-300-1003. Thank you.



Below is a letter addressed to Director Bellon and Program Manager Heather Bartlett at
the Department of Ecology, signed by more than 1,000 individuals, asking that the
Department increase total dissolved gas standards in the Columbia and Snake Rivers to
125% in a single step, in time for the 2019 juvenile salmon out-migration that begins in
early Spring.

If you have any questions about this, please contact: Joseph Bogaard,
joseph@wildsalmon.org, 206-300-1003. Thank you.

February 28, 2019

Maia Bellon, Director

Heather Bartlett, Water Quality Program Manager
Washington State Department of Ecology

P.0. Box 47600

Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Re: Comments on Draft EIS for Short-term Modification of Total Dissolved Gas
Standards for Federal Dams on the Lower Snake and Lower Columbia Rivers

Dear Director Bellon and Program Manager Bartlett:

Southern Resident orcas are one of the most endangered marine mammals in the
world. The chinook salmon populations these whales once relied on, particularly those
in the Columbia-Snake River Basin, are just a remnant of their former levels, leaving
these whales with far less food to eat. Columbia and Snake river chinook were once the
largest and most abundant salmon anywhere on the west coast, providing Southern
Residents with a critical winter food source at a time when there are few other salmon
available.

The decline of salmon across the Northwest is complex, but perhaps the most
significant degradation of salmon habitat has been the damming of its rivers. Dams and
their reservoirs slow adult and juvenile salmon migration, making them increasingly
susceptible to predation and lethally warm water. Large reservoirs on the Columbia
and Snake rivers make it difficult for young salmon to quickly and safely migrate to the
ocean where they can mature into adults. A highly effective near-term step to alleviate
at least part of this problem is to increase the amount of water spilled over the federal
dams in the Columbia Basin. Decades of scientific research and observation has shown
that spill is the safest way for juveniles to migrate past dams and reservoirs to the
ocean and that higher levels of spill result in larger adult salmon returns in subsequent
years. For over two decades, Washington's total dissolved gas (TDG) standards, which
limit the amount of water that can be spilled, have been overly conservative and
harmed salmon survival.



The best available science suggests that eliminating the 115% forebay TDG standard as
you propose and immediately increasing the tailrace TDG standards to 125% will
maximize the benefits of spill without negatively impacting other species or the
environment. Spilling up to this level is estimated to result in hundreds of thousands
more adult salmon, making spill one of the most effective near-term actions the state
can take to provide more food for orcas. Your department has proposed increasing
tailrace TDG standards to only 120% for this spring's out-migration. While this
increase may provide very modest help to juvenile salmon en route to the ocean, there
is no reason not to raise TDG standards to 125% immediately. The scientific evidence
that this level of TDG, especially implemented flexibly as proposed, will not harm
juvenile salmon or other aquatic life.

More than 20 years of empirical data about the effects of dissolved gas on salmon
support this conclusion. This data warrants action now to raise TDG standards to
125%.

Southern resident orcas are starving to death and are unable to find enough food to
survive and successfully raise new calves. This situation requires an emergency
response. [ strongly urge you to increase the state's TDG standards to 125% in time for
the 2019 outmigration and for 2020 and 2021 as well.

Sincerely,

Lisandre Lyon CA 90740
Carol Pearsall OR 97364
Joseph Bogaard WA 98070
Rose Norberg WA 98370
Brian Cochran OR 97756
James Hood OK 74011
rick wieloh WYy 83001
Miguel Ramos WA 98248
Steve Iverson CA 92660
Richard Johnson WA 98227
Claire Cohen OR 97034
Javier Rivera NY 11249
Robin Schaef PA 16327
Joe Arenales WA 98107
Robin Schaef PA 16327
Caroline Armon WA 98250
Alice Wong CA 91776 Itisimportantto save the whales!
Sunny Thompson WA 98304
Jodi Rodar MA 01108
Judith Scher ME 04062

Ryan Beck WA 98133
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the Pacific Northwest needs their salmon both
for the ecosystems and the people that live in
and depend their resources. The Orcas will be
gone if you don't act soon. thank you for your
consideration. Neal Krug

Protect every species...Everywhere!!!

This is so important to all Americans, not just
those in the PNW. Keeping up the salmon
fisheries helps the orcas, and fisherman, and
even help to fertilize the forests far inland (who
knew???). When the dams were built, the
ecosystems were intact and we had no idea the
widespread destruction that was possible from
them. Now we know. Do what you can, Increase
dam flow this year, and bring down some of
those dams in the future! Thank you!!!

Please don't be the generation responsible for
their extinction....

Please protect the voiceless, their starvation and
suffering should be reminded every time you
eat your next meal

Let us not be responsible for the extinction of a
species so dear to us
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We have known about the decline in salmon
population and how it would affect the local
Orca population since the 1970s, and now we
are at that critical moment that if we don't do
something now, we will lose that population.
The Orcas are part of the northwest and I
believe should be saved at any cost. Once the
dams are breached, there may be a human toll
that needs to be addressed, but it is now or
never for those Orcas.

PLEASE!!!

Please save the whales and the salmon runs.
The country and the world need this to work.
Please set an example for the world. Start with
the increased spill and follow up with removal
of dams. Thanks.

As a custom builder of aluminum fishing boats
as well as an avid angler [ wholeheartedly
support requiring spill at the dams

These water quality steps are reasonable and
should be implemented.
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Lack of food is agreed by governments and
proven by science as one of the main threats to
the survival of the SRKWs. If you do not act now
they will not survive!

Please read Wolves in the Land Of Salmon by
David Muskowitz

Please coalesce your knowledge to create
policies to preserve and protect orcas and
salmon and to design and implement adaptive
dams.

Protecting our wildlife is preserving our place
on the earth too!

Salmon are the icons of Washington and
Oregon. Let's give them a chance. The science is
in. The dams harm salmon.

The lower dams on the Snake River MUST
COME DOWN. There are no alternatives if we
are going to save the Pacific Orca's

We need to do everything we can to support
and protect our endangered wildlife. Our oceans
connect us all. Ocean life impacts all of the
world.

[ strongly support actions to recover imperiled
species like salmon and orca.

it is a Reality
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Thank You Please save the salmon and the
Orcas

If you are in the department of ecology, please
start acting like it and protect our ecology! The
proper and right thing to do in that regard is to
get rid of those four damn Snake River dams.
Please respond to this environmental
emergency by providing more salmon through a
dam spill now.

Orcas can't wait, act now!

Please help save our orcas. I don’t want to lose
them in my lifetime or my niece and nephews’
lifetimes.

[ stood in the water in Anchorage, Alaska, and
watched the salmon running there. It must be
protected.

It is do or die, and we need to buy time for the
orcas.

Science strongly indicates that providing spill
up to the 125% level will improve juvenile
survival through the FCRPS.
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Please implement these measures and look for
long-term systemic solutions for restoring
salmon.

Without enough food, any other measures are
irrelevant. This needs to happen.

[t will take years and years to remove the lower
Snake River damns. Action is needed now in
order to have any hope of the Orcas surviving.

There is no choice ... we must save our Salmon
for both the Orcas and human kind. Here to
help. Pam Bly

Act now. It may already be too late to stop the
long term decline of this iconic, beautiful whale.

Please do what you can to help orcas
immediately. They can't wait for more studies
or political hand wringing.

Please act on this important decision for both
the Orcas and Snake River salmon. Without this
action, we will not have the knowledge and
information to protect these important species.

Please do the right thing and increase spill for
our salmon and orca. Thank you!

Salmon, orcas, and people: we are all connected.
When one of us suffers, we all suffer. We don't
need to continue to study the issue. We know
what the problems are and we know what
needs to happen. Act now for the future.
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Bob Boland

Breach the dams...or your legacy will be the
extinction of the Southern Residents and
possible the salmon.

This increased spill, as well as Lower Snake dam
removal, is long overdue. Please change the
relevant rules to allow more spill for the April
2019 spring chinook out migration. Thanks.

['m sure you realize that we are late to this
solution and must move with the greatest speed
and diligence. The Southern pod's demise is not
an isolated event and reflects our great
environmental problems.
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The Lower Snake River dams were a bad deal
economically in 1945 when they were
authorized, a worse deal when the last of the
dams went on line in 1975, and a startling costly
arrangement, requiring numerous subsidies, 45
years later. The state of Washington needs to
support their expeditious removal, which two
decades-old studies showed to be economically
affordable.

[ support the analysis and these
recommendations made by Save Our wild
Salmon.

Unbelievable, we've deprived these species for
so long. Is humanity so gone?

Our rivers are the modern day commons,
belonging to all of us. Collapse of our Snake
River salmon and steelhead is already
happening. Collapse is extinction in slow
motion.

[ can think of very few things that are more
important to me than the restoration of
ecosystems in the Northwest, especially stream
and river habitats. The culture of the Northwest
is inseparable from its nature, which is one of
the most beautiful and bountiful anywhere on
Earth. Speaking narrowly, the value that
restored fisheries would provide to Northwest
communities enormously exceeds the benefits
that current dam infrastructure can deliver.
More broadly, though, the health of the natural
system of which we are a part is the true
measure of the value of any action.



Dan
MaryAnn

Gerry
Bridget
James
Richard

jonette

Mark

T.
Jeremy
Nathan
Monica
Joshua
Patricia

Jay

W.
Thomas
Christel
David
Jeff
Philip

Luan
Susanne

Maureen
Jose
Chris
Nina

d
Lorraine

Sherwood
Linehan

Milliken
LaNoir
Long
Spotts

bronson

Lewandowski

Acuna

Marks
Gilman
Heffron
Chelmecki
Humphrey

Soeldner
Markevich
Lamiquiz
Renner
McMorrow

Pinson
Mayr

Carlson

de Arteaga
Moore
Richards
marancik
Foster

OR
PA

AZ
NY
FL
UT

Cco

WA
CA

MD
OR
NY

IL
OR

WA
Cco
AZ

WA
CA

WA
Co

WA
DC
Cco

WA
CA
OR

97214
19087

86326
12801
33461
84790

81435

98223
90230

20853
97024
10028
60119
97023

99036
80466
85719
98104
91107

98664
80220

98014
20020
80210
98362
95125
97202

We have a long way to go and little time to
restore species who are critically endangered.

We are running out of time to save the orcas.
Act. Now. Please.

Save our Salmon

Salmon is a keystone species in the Columbia
River Basin. The result of its demise would be a
tragedy for the Northwest and for many other
species (at this date, particularly Orca, but with
many other plants and animals also involved in
the Basin). Restore NW rivers and make
provision for the needed additional spill at
dams.

We cannot let our Southern Pod of Orcas
continue to live in such dangerous conditions.

[ am an avid sport fisher but I recognize if we
don’t act NOW to nurture our resources we
won'’t have them to pass on to our children. We
need to increase the spill, improve the water
temperature, reduce or temporarily halt fishing
(all), improve habitat, and move to other forms
of energy to keep this vital piece of out identity.
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Even though [ am not a Washington resident I
have going to Washington for one outdoor
sports activity or another for over 30 years.
Orca's have been one attraction, so Washington
rivers and salmon are truly part of my life.

Please we need to remove the dams and restore
the rivers and salmon populations! In the mean
time, please do everything to can to feed the
starving Orcas. Thank you.

Restoring salmon runs, and all that this
requires, has multiple community and
ecosystem benefits.

[ enjoy traveling to Washington is to see the
Southern resident killer whales. I don't want
Washington to lose these magnificent sentient
creatures. Please take definitive action to
increase spill over the dams in the salmon
habitats to help salmon populations recover and
to help the Southern resident killer whales.
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Salmon are the keystone species of Pacific
Northwest ecosystems - we need them just as
much as they need us. Please help them.

Please don't push this under the rug. The PNW
Orca's need our help or there is not going to be
anymore of them.

We must do all we can to protect the animals of
the oceans as the oceans are huge ecosystems
and the animals that live there are vital to the
health of the oceans. Life on this planet will
cease to exist as we know it if we do not have
healthy, functioning ecosystems.

It is foolish to ignore the health of our
ecosystem. We depend on this planet for our
survival and there is a point at which we must
look at the long term health a

The health of the oceans determines the health
of the whole planet - it's all one chain. Please
protect!
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Until the Snake River dams are gone migrating
salmon need water spilled. What is so difficult
to understand? The ecology ofd the northwest,
fish and orcas, deserve better than this. Spill.

Spill

Prevent the decline of Pacific Salmon NOW.

Please, please help!

The ecosystem needs the orcas and the orcas
need our help.

PLease help save the orcas by protecting their
food!

Please increase WA TDG standards to 125% in
time for the 2019 outmigration of fish Same for
2020 & 2021.These mammals are too important
in the marine ecosystem. Thank you Thank you

Please allow them to spill more water so the
salmon and orcas survive!



Margaret
tom
Patricia
Jon

Anna
Evelyn

Amelia

tina
Kayley
Amelia
Amelia
Amelia
Amelia
Juliann
Rebekah
Paul
Cindy
Mikki

Thomas

Larry

Joshua

Clabby
Kovalicky
Jennings
Jauch

Jasiukiewicz
Fraser

Turnell

juarez
Swan
Turnell
Turnell
Turnell
Turnell
Rule
Yusko
Vesper
Charles
Chalker

Brady

Franks

Diamond

AK
ID
MA
FL

ot
DC

WA

CA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
MN
WA

CA

CA

NY

WA

WA

WA

99901
83530
01890
33411

63-400
20018

98501

94609
98122
98501
98501
98501
98501
56310
98406
94703
94107
13905

99208

98027

98503

Scientific data matters. Please make the changes
to the TDG standards so that spills can increase
at the dams. I'm old, so [ remember Snake River
salmon in places they don't show up in now, so
besides caring about the science, my heart also
knows that healthy salmon runs mean that we
are taking care of our watersheds. We have
messed up in the past. We can at least take
meaningful steps now towards sensible water
management.

Its our Future and Heritage

Please this is one of the most important things
we could do for the Orcas right away that will
make an impact.

Additionally, some humans also are not getting
enough salmon! Farmed salmon makes me sick.
The whole WORLD needs more wild salmon.
choose love,

Please approve this. It is so important.
Please approve this. It is so important.
Please approve this. It is so important.
Please approve this. It is so important.

Salmon are the critical species for the
Washington state ecosystem and for the
economy.

Climate change will soon trump most issues in
front of this generation. This is a good step in
the right direction.

We humans, in our numbers of 7.6+ billion and
rising, are rapidly destroying many habitats,
including right here in 'green’ Washington state.
It just seems a no-brainer to do EVERYTHING
we can to help our relatives and friends, the
southern resident killer whales. Increase dam
spill for 2019-2021!
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PLEASE... sSAVE THESE MAJESTIC ANIMALS.
PLEASE... DO THE RIGHT THING.

Free the Snake!!!

Wild Salmon forever

We have to act like this is a crisis because it is.
Take bold action now

Protect the ecology of the Northwest by
restoring the rivers. The salmon populations
will thrive if we let nature take over. Save the
magnificent orcas!

please, killing sea lions isn't the way to go about
increasing salmon availability for orcas.

As a WA State resident, I ask the WA Dept of
Ecology to improve its water quality rules in
early 2019 to allow higher levels of spill for the
sake of endangered salmon and starving orca.
Governor Inslee needs to see strong public
support for his leadership. We need to increase
spill now - while we continue to make progress
to remove four costly dams and restore a
healthy lower Snake River and open up access
to more than 5,000 miles of pristine, protected
salmon habitat upstream.
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It's your watch. Will you allow orcas to starve to
death? Salmon to go extinct? It’s close to
happening. Don’t let it!

Please consider lowering the flow to safe
wildlife

Please protect the ecology of the Pacific
Northwest.

Please support this best near-term action to
increase salmon populations and help feed our
threatened Orcas.

Orcas are a treasure and bring tourists to the
state to see them.

Food is life! Southern Resident orcas need many
more chinook salmon in coastal water in order
to survive and recover. Though a restored,
freely flowing lower Snake River is the region’s
very best opportunity to get starving orca the
salmon they need, interim steps must be taken
immediately until that can be accomplished.
Increased spill at the federal dams on the Snake
and Columbia rivers is the most effective near-
term option to increase salmon populations -
and orca meals. We must increase spill NOW -
while we continue to make progress to remove
four costly dams and restore a healthy lower
Snake River and open up access to more than
5,000 miles of pristine, protected salmon
habitat upstream.
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['m a lifelong environmentalist dedicated to
protecting the earth. Human activity, and
structures such as dams, have degraded our
planet to the point where all life is at risk. Please
do your part to help recover healthy
ecosystems.

Don't let politics ignore science.

[t is time to protect and preserve those living
creatures on this earth. If we do not, there will
be nothing left for humans to enjoy, no life, not
even our own.

[ support the Department of Ecology's efforts to
increase spill at dams to immediately aid
salmon in 2019 while continuing to work
towards the long-term goal of breaching the
four lower Snake River dams and restoring
salmon habitat upstream.

Oceans and nature have a balance which has
been upset by our own species.Orcas are
starving for that reason and it is imperative that
something be done. If increasing spill lines will
help them get food that is what must be done.
Dams should only be built by beavers to be
honest.

The Pacific Northwest is unique, its wildlife is
like nowhere else. We need to protect what we
have now while we can, this can’t wait. We don't
want to share stories of amazing Orcas that
once lived in the area but eventually starved.

PLEASE!
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please do not cull seals and sealions! We don't
want to be back at the table trying to save the
Transient orcas! It's not the pinnepeds' fault, it
is ours!

Care for the Orca is care for us! Clean water is a
priority, for our generation and the next.
Salmon are crucial to the Southern Residents,
and we have the ablity to help them reach the
ocean and reproduce. Please make this happen.

We must protect our waters for everyone. Many
people are employed by the salmon and marine
tourists industry. This problem is not just an
animal problem but also a human problem

Orcas shouldn't starve to death.

We need to start taking action and save our
Orcas!!! We need to take down the Lower Snake
River Dam!

We need to start taking action and save our
Orcas!!! We need to take down the Lower Snake
River Dam!

These are very unique and important species to
the ecosystem. Without intervention they will
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die in a short span of tome

Oceans are 85% fished out! Salmon needs to be
saved

Orcas need salmon, salmon need a free flowing
river to get to spawning grounds, juvenile fish
need to get to ocean, orca get to eat as more
salmon are available! Bypass those dams save
the Orcas and 4 species of salmon.

[ am a fisheries biologist who has worked for
the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and
the Fisheries Department of the Puyallup Tribe
of Indians. Chinook salmon systems cannot
thrive in isolation facing the pressures of
predators and commercial fishing, whether
intentional or through bycatch. The benefits of
taking the suggested actions will likely spread
well beyond the Columbia River and the
Southern Residents, who need relief so
desperately.

Be bold and remove the 4 Lower Snake River
Dams.

These are necessary interim measures prior to
total dam removal o the Snake.
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This is a no-brainer !

Data warrants action now! Cooler water and
more spill are essential for the health of the
salmon and steelhead and for the orcas. Do the
right thing, increase spill now, then remove the
dams. Thanks!

We kA need salmon. The farmed ones are not
nutritious and they cause problems with the
wild salmon. We should not be fouling our
planet.
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Please release more water from the dams in
order to protect salmon and orcas

Just please get more fish for the orcas- can't take

Please do everything possible to protect our
salmon and the Southern resident pod. This is
our final chance to save these incredible and
wild treasures.

Please, please help the salmon, who are in dire
need of your assistance. Thank you!

Southern Resident orcas need many more
chinook salmon in coastal water in order to
survive and recover. Though a restored, freely
flowing lower Snake River is our region’s very
best opportunity to get starving orca the salmon
they need, interim steps must be taken
immediately until that can be accomplished.
Increased spill at the federal dams on the Snake
and Columbia rivers is our most effective near-
term option to increase salmon populations -
and orca meals.
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From 1956-1980 I was Quality Assur. Dir. for
Col.River Pkrs. Assoc./Bumble Bee Seafoods in
Astoria. This plant was closed down due to lack
of SALMON return. The operations of the dams
along the Snake R. system caused the last source
of salmon to diminish greatly. Transportation
downriver is no longer necessary and
operations of the dams must be adjusted to
favor the survival of the remaining salmon
stocks to enable their recovery.

Free Flow, free river, free sea!

This near-term solution MUST be companioned
with action plans to breach the four Lower
Snake River dams. PLEASE work with other
agencies to make breaching happen this year!

['m from the U.K, people around the world are
aware of this tragic story. You know what needs
doing to help these orca please just do it, forget
about money and profit for once.

The Snake River dams are robbing the future of
our irrplaceable salmon -- and the orcas that
feed on them. I ask that Washington State
immediately increase water quality rules in
2019 to allow higher levels of spill - up to 125%
total dissolved gas

Please. Let’s do what's right.

Saving the wild salmon is important to me
beyond orca recovery because it is the canary in
the coal mine and if we allow it to go extinct the
ecological and economical ramifications for the
pacific northwest will be huge. Thank you for all
you do to keep our land&water&air clean, i truly
appreciate all the work the Department does
under your leadership.

4 lower snake river dams need to be breached
4 lower snake river dams need to be breached
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THIS IS A NO-BRAINER! OUR ORCAS ARE THE
10-TON CANARIES IN OUR INLAND WATERS!!
AS GO THEY, SO GO WE!

Protect our precious natural National heritage!

[ don't live in Washington State, but please
know that your decision about the orcas is
important to many-- probably most--
Americans. I don't want these wonderful
animals to go extinct and we are witnessing a
mass extinction which we have caused by
destroying and altering natural habitats and
food sources and polluting our atmosphere with
ghgs that are radically changing the climate.
Please increase spill to help the survival of the
Southern Resident Orcas!

Please understand how important this issue is
to me and many of my friends. We need to get
this right !

Real progress would be doing whatever it takes
to ensure that these fellow beings survive and
thrive in their home
waters.http://www.clallam.net/Parks/SaltCree
k.html



keith
Terrie
Victor
Ron

Dianne
Pablo

Steven
bruce

Heidi
Emily

Jack
Margaret
Matthew
Sarah

Chad
Laura

Sarah
Gabe

Gayle

Zac
Coral

allen
Williams
Turnell
Richards
Murray
Bobe

Bly
hirayama

Briggs
Ross

Stewart
McCulley
Reid
Lincoln

Huntsman
Arnone

Hafer
Magtutu

Turek

Kauffman
R.

Cco
TX
MO
WA
WA
NY

WA
CA

ID
WA

WA
CA
CA
VT

ID
WA

WA
Cco

IL

OR
BC

80133
77662
63304
98362
98199
10130

98502
90034

83642
98040

98070
95060
94515
05473

83401
98502

98684
81401

60805

97535
V8V4L

Orcas are sentient creatures. We are committing
a type of genocide by starving them to death all
because we humans can't let a wee bit more
water through the dams? That is morally
unjustifiable.

We have to act to save our precious Orcas!
Please save salmon and Orcas

It would be a tragedy to loose our salmon runs
forever. If the Orcas are in need of salmon as
food - think of the many others who rely upon
this food source.

Please consider the fact that your decision could
greatly impact the natural world. If money
wasn't involved how would that impact your
decision on this matter?

We must do all we can for salmon and orca. We
do this not only for the wildlife, we do it for our
children and grandchildren, and their children.
We must think long term.

Failing the salmon and the orca would be like
dealing a death blow to the spirit of the Pacific
Northwest. It cannot and should not happen.
We must protect this incredible ecosystem or it
will become the stuff of "remember when"

There is no reason not to sign this petition. Two
species are struggling to survive due to
continued encroachment on the ecosystems
they need to survive. It is time to give back,
recognize the errors made and provide a means
by increasing the spill for the salmon and
oceans populations to recovery.

We need to preserve and protect the the
migrations and habitat of Salmon and Steelhead
in our rivers and streams
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It's time to do the right thing to preserve this
precious resource. Let's put science in the
driver's seat, not politics.

[ am from the Netherlands. So this goes far.
Please save these orca's please

Do you wish to see salmon disappear
completely? [ used to live in Alaska. Salmon are
beautiful & need to be free to live their natural
lives. Make that happen.

An ecosystem that is so damaged that it can't
support salmon & Orcas will not support
humans for long. Stop risking the loss of this
unique gene pool, and take down the three
Snake River dams. Multiple studies have been
done. The Elwha has shown how rapidly life
returns after dam removal. Lets act in a way
that deserves such grace in the face of our
destructive actions.

Our total environment needs help, forests,
shores, waters of all kinds, animals of all kinds,
salmon, and orcas too! We've done a lot of
damage at enormous costs to our habitat, now
we have to do everything we can to restore our
Earth!

PLEASE PROTECT OUR OCEAN
LIFE.INCLUDING ORCAS

this is imperative, we see that a huge portion of
our ecosystems are collapsing! This is a urgent
cry to action, NOW!

The promise of undaming the Snake River and
my previous association with the Save Our
Salmon organization has made me especially
interested in this matter.
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Increasing spill is a novel step to restoring
Salmon and Orca, but the #1, key action needed
is the REMOVAL OF THE 4 LOWER SNAKE
RIVER DAMS ASAP! Salmon obviously need to
get to and from their spawning grounds through
as much free flowing cold water as possible.
Their populations have been decimated by
pollution, dams and over-fishing!

At this late point in time, while increased spill
over the myriad dams that have turned several
great salmon rivers into a series of largely dead
water impoundments, it will take several
measures conducted in concert to keep the
salmon and orca populations at risk around long
enough for dam removal on the mainstem of the
Snake to have any effect. BS, UW College of
Fisheries, 1969

The Salmon & steelhead are on the verge of
extinction now and suction dredging is just one
more obstacle to add to their problems!
PLEASE do all you can to save the salmon, the
whales, a future worth passing on to the young.
Thank you.

We must take every possible action to reverse
the Orca decline. It is our responsibility as
citizens of the Northwest.

Step One...Step Two, remove the dams

We can and should do this! Blessings, Bob
Jensen

You do know,when they are gone,that's it..no
magic/illusion nothing...gone!is how you want
to be remembert....some who could save our sea
animals but didn't
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We must increase spill over the Columbia and
Snake River dams and then remove the 4 lower
Snake River dams to keep the wild runs of
salmon and the Southern Resident orcas from
going extinct. Time is running out!

Protecting our PNW river ecosystems wit
urgency, is vital to human, animal,
environmental health.. we must act
immediately!

They're dying. Slowly. Of starvation. On YOUR
watch. You know what is required to give them
a fighting chance. Please, for once, can’t we find
it in ourselves to simply shut up and do the right
thing? Is that even left in us?

Help the orcas, by allowing nore salmon spill
Please do the right thing: stop throwing good
money after bad in maintaining the aged dams;
start the process of restoring the along the
Snake and Columbia by restoring the salmon
and the creatures that depend on them.

Building the 4 deadbeat dams gave a lot of good
employment to people. That's about all they did.
Now they should provide good employment for

a lot of people getting rid of them!!

It's time to value our natural ecosystem.

Please take this important step for now while
working to reconnect free flowing stretches of
the Columbia River system, allowing
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ecosystems to heal and support life.

We need to see steps taken on these dams to
increase the flow rate now. We need to protect
the wild Salmon run for Idaho and for the Orcas.
Let's do it! Restore NW rivers and bring the
Salmon count up! Now

Give Orcas a chance- bigger spills for the
salmon!

[ live part time in Idaho and totally enjoy my
timer recreating along the rivers. Please protect
the salmon the orcas and all other Marine
creatures who depend on free flowing Rivers.
Thank you Susan Malone Albuquerque New
Mexico

Please take this important step to increase the
salmon population for the benefit of all fish and
mammals.

Free the Snake!!!
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These whales do not deserve to starve to death.
If we don't start improving our water quality
now-when?? When there are no fish left?

This is one of the most critical issues facing us.
Do the right thing

Please let the rivers flow naturally. Don’t hinder
the salmon.

Action is needed now!

While there are many long-term options to help
salmon and orca recovery there are very few
short term practical options that will stay the
gap towards extinction before long-term actions
mature enough to have benefit. Increasing spill
over the dam is one of these critical and
extremely important short term actions. Please
increase spill and give time for the more longer-
term actions to kick in.

Your legacy will be their extinction unless you

act NOW.

Please do the right thing and help preserve
what we have left.
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Considering the other challenges salmon will
face because of climate disruption actions like
raising the dissolved gas standards to 125% is a
reasonable solution to helping wild salmon.
Grant Wiegert

Please excuse me if this is the second time
signing. The issue is too important. Salmon are
sacred. We must do all we can to protect them.

[ am always astonished at the ease by which the
human race acts to destroy its ecology and
environment. All that I can say is go ahead.
Destroy the salmon while destroying the
waters. Lose the Orca, and totally dismember
the natural evolutionary path of the planet
Earth.

We live upstream and are directly affected by
decisions related to anadromous fish made by
Washington. Spill has been identified as the
single most important action that will have
immediate positive outcomes for Idaho's ESA
listed Snake River salmon and steelhead. We
strongly support TDG standards to be increased
to 125%. Thank you. Jerry and Terry Myers

It's important to me that the salmon of the PNW
stay accessible and healthy, for my generation
adn the future. Please protect our own health
and the health of this ecosystem
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Please help the salmon recover. What this river
system once was, it needs to be again, and that
is a healthy system for salmon survival and
recovery.

Dams are unnatural and too often detrimental
to wildlife . It is because of people orcas are
starving thus it is put to people to change that
by increasing that dam spill. Animals suffer
already from the actions of our own species and
all that can be done to help them should be
done..

Both the salmon and the orca are icons of the
Puget Sound. Let's do all we can--while there is
still time--to save both. We can do this!

Increasing spill is a start on mitigating the
impact dams have had on the Columbia River
watershed, and then the salmonids. Please make
this happen. Larry Franks, BS Fisheries
(Salmonid Culture) UW 1979
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Rich Deline. Bainbridge Island

Please do everything in your power to protect
salmon runs and orca populations. TIME IS
RUNNING OUT FOR THE ORCAS!

Please restore water into the stream and save
salmon and orcas.
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[ have commercial fished in Alaska for 9 years.
One major difference between the rivers there
and the rivers in Washington is that the rivers in
Alaska are mostly undammed. Let's bring back
the economy of salmon to Washington state.
Healthy, resiliant salmon runs support healthy,
resiliant communities. While we wait for the
Snake River Dams to be breached, let's protect
the last runs of real wild salmon by increasing
spill rates over the dams when the smolt are
coming down the river.

Please do the right thing

Please do what it takes to protect our Sound.
With plans in the works to bring more oil
pipelines to the coast, there will even more
threaats to the orcas from tanker traffic and oil
spills. They orcas will need robust health and a
reliable food supply to withstand these threats.

This is so important; please support!

THE MORE WE INTERFERE WITH NATURE THE
MORE ALL CREATURES, WHO INHABIT THE
PLANET, SUFFER! IT IS INCUMBENT UPON US
TO RIGHT THESE INIQUITIES!!!
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The recommendation this month by Canada's
government to expand The Trans Mountain
pipeline, in spite of the impact on the southern
Orca population, is unbelievable. In a Seattle
Times article on 2-22, we are informed that:
"The project will likely harm endangered
southern resident killer whales, increase
greenhouse-gas emissions that worsen the
impacts of climate warming, and could cause oil
spills that would be damaging to the
environment, the board found" The project
would increase tanker traffic in the Salish Sea
from about six tankers per year to more than
400. It's well proven that ship noise confuses
the Orcas in their search for food. However, the
more-than-700-mile-long pipeline should be
approved by the government anyway, the board
found, because it is in Canada’s national
interest. What about the Orca's interest, and
their survival? Please take this step, which is
something we can do NOW without huge
expense and bureaucratic bickering.

[ am from the Netherlands so the care for these
animals reaches far. Please help these orca's.
They are on this planet before mankind help
them please
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Free the Snake, remove the dams.

Remove the Snake River dams

Breach the Snake River to save our Salmon

Loss of Chinook has been devastating to the
Orca. Loss of the Orca will be devastating to
Washington State.

Removing the damns will benefit all. Michael ]
Hughes
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The health now and even more so in the future
is critical to all our waterways. I travel all of
North and South America and what we still have
and need to protect is so precious that we have
do all we can to improve the quality of our
Environment and our waterways and now we
have the technology to make it happen. Stop the
GREED conserve all we can by acting now!

We must increase “spill” to 125% Total
Dissolved Gas Standard at the federal dams on
the lower Snake and Columbia River dams
starting now, in 2019. We must engage
stakeholders for solutions involved with
removing the four lower Snake River dams.
Breaching the four lwr dams on the Snake
reopens vast historic habitat for critical salmon
runs. This needs to be happening as soon as this
year.

Take the dams out and restore the salmon runs
so there are enough for man and beast!

Let’s do this! Thank you
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Please, please take action to save the orcas. |
was in Alaska this past July and saw only one
orca during the trip down the Inside Passage.
Thank you.

This must be done!

['ve commented extensively on this! Without
increased spill, we cannot hope for increased
salmon runs and therefore cannot hope for
restored health to the orca population. The time
is long past - ACT on this please!

Salmon survival represent the Northwest's
commitment to the Earth. Please take actions to
protect them now.

Save our natural environment.

Step up and do what is best for the fish
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We want to return to see these majestic
creatures so our tourism dollars matter!

This expresses my feelings exactly!

Time is running out. Let’s do this now along
with ongoing measures to save salmon, orcas,
and the ecosystems that support us all. Every
step counts!
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As a registered Dietitian, no longer
recommending or even writing menus with
Salmon until this issue is resolved in favor of a
more natural balance, us living with nature.

WTF
Please maximize spill in order to save orca from
extinction.

Please take steps to improve this situation.

It’s time to start putting the needs of Salmon
and Orcas ahead of short sited human desires.

I love the Orcas

The current status of not one but three species,
salmon, steelhead, and Orca's, should point to a
red flag for the condition of river flows and
tailrace TDG as they are needed for survival of
these species. Do the right thing and increase
the flows, raise the tailrace TDG.
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Edward Vanover Guelph, Ontario, CA

The Columbia River system us the main arterial
of the Pacific Northwest riparian system - it
used to produce the most prolic runs in the
world. Our orca are starving and uncreased spill
is a small step towards allowing more Chinook
to return and feed them. I believe that,
ultimately, given the reduced need for
emergency power, the increased rail transport
and the fact that the dams are falling apart that
they are long-past due being taken out.
Increased spill is, literally, the least you should
do. Your action is needed now.

[ would like to see the 4 lower Snake River dams
breached.

The orcas are hungry. We know how to get food
to them. It's time to breach the 4 dams on the
Lower Snake River.

Please please save the Salmon1

[t is long overdue that we protect our
waterways and all the inhabitants who dwell
there.

Please save our Pacific Northwest native
heritage and preserve our salmon and orcas
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We demonstrate our character and values by
how we treat those we have power or control
over. [ grew up in love with the Southern
Residents, and [ want to be able to tell people
that we as a state or culture are willing to
protect these animals.

Also, please fully fund shovel ready projects like
those on the PSAR list, and do whatever it takes
to breach the lower four Snake River dams this
year, before it's too late. Extinction is forever.

Keep up the good work to save both salmon and
orcas. Richard Foley

Salmon are a good indicator of the health of a
river. Healthy rivers are necessary for us
humans for drinking and crops as well as the
entire ecosystem that keeps our environment
good for us.

Please take action!

let's release more salmon for the orcas and keep
working on dam removal.
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We must do all we can to keep our ecosystems
healthy. Without healthy, functioning
ecosystems, life on this earth as we know it will
cease to exist.

Saving our free flowing rivers, will save our fish,
which we know will have a large impact on
whole ecosystem

[ have been an avid supporter of all things
related to saving our planet since April 1970
when I attended the first Earth Day in New York
Cities' Central Park !!



