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August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dorothy wayne 

4103 N 30th St 

Tacoma, Washington 98407 

Dorothywayne@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Richard Brems 

20300 NE 16th St 

Camas, Washington 98607 

bremshu@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Claire Egtvedt 

5904 96th St SW 

Mukilteo, Washington 98275 

chegtvedt@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Shana Greenr 

81 Heinzinger 

Nordland  

NORDLAND, Washington 98358 

shana.greene@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carolyn C Cooper 

2839 NW 56th St 

Seattle, Washington 98107 

messengercooper@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Scott Percival 

6801 Greenwood Ave N 

Unit 414 

Seattle, Washington 98103 

Scott.m.percival@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Florence Caplow 

1910 4th Ave E 

Olympia, Washington 98506 

firenze33@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jill Blaisdell 

15619 Ok Mill Rd 

Snohomish, Washington 98290 

jillblaisdell@earthlink.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Holly Hallman 

675 S Point Rd 

Port Ludlow, Washington 98365 

hhhallman@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Richard E 

9606 W Nelson Dr 

Nine Mile Falls, Washington 99026 

Revans57@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jan Morberg 

8414 45th St NW 

Gig Harbor, Washington 98335 

janmorberg@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christina L Gilman Gilman 

2901 S Adams St 

Seattle, Washington 98108 

christina@dolcideleria.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lorna Emerich 

7710 E 18th Ave 

Spokane, Washington 99212 

lornaemerich@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

aimee hamilton 

2508 S Sheridan Ave 

Tacoma, Washington 98405 

hamiltal@plu.edu 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Hugh McGavick 

855 Trosper Rd SW 

Olympia, Washington 98512 

hugh@hughmcgavick.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Warren Wilkins 

4711 S Snoqualmie St 

Seattle, Washington 98118 

concerned-voter@wwxyz.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sally Mccarthy 

404 Hanna Ave 

Aberdeen, Washington 98520 

62sassy@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Mahar 

11 W Aloha St 

Seattle, Washington 98119 

mlglowingowl@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jeffrey Schoenberg 

7325 36th Ave SW 

Seattle, Washington 98126 

jeffreypauls@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dan Kegebein 

P.O.Box 448 

Salkum, Washington 98582 

kaveman@tds.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Howard Mizuta DDS 

7510 45th Ave SW 

Seattle, Washington 98136 

howardmizuta@howardmizuta.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Antonella Antonini 

1808 Taylor Ave 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 

anto3@mac.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrew Friedman 

4808 Linden Ave N 

Seattle, Washington 98103 

adfriedm@yahoo.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

James Ploger 

1909 S Charles St 

Seattle, Washington 98144 

jploger@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph Thomas 

1818 S Bayview St 

Seattle, Washington 98144 

jgt10@albion.edu 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Shaun Hubbard 

PO Box 805 

Friday Harbor, Washington 98250-0805 

shaunalice@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sharon Wilson 

3240 NE 96th St 

Seattle, Washington 98115 

thuja8@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amy Mower 

Po Box 2004 

Maple Falls, Washington 98266 

almower@earthlink.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lorraine Hartmann 

10627 Durland Ne 

Seattle, Washington 98125 

lorrainehartmann@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert B. Kaplan 

P. O. Box 577 

Port Angeles, Washington 98362 

rkaplan@olypen.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cathleen Burns 

PO Box 2934 

Friday Harbor, Washington 98250 

commcomm2@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chasity Hungerford 

9525 NE 140th St 

Kirkland, Washington 98034 

lisen_of_the_wood@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Julia Mclaughlin 

16740 Dodd Ln SW 

Rochester, Washington 98579 

sherlocksmom@outlook.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

M Frazer 

2223 39th Ave E 

Seattle, Washington 98112 

meganfrazer365@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sander Lazar 

1004 E 31st St 

Tacoma, Washington 98404 

Sanderlazar@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Evelyn Bittner 

10710 Whitman Ave N 

Seattle, Washington 98133 

evelynbittner@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Liz Taylor 

8449 Ferncliff Ave NE 

Bainbridge Island, Washington 98110 

lizt@agingdeliberately.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peter Holcomb 

2332 E Hemmi Rd 

Bellingham, Washington 98226 

ljandpm@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul Fellows 

4220 Dayton Ave N 

Seattle, Washington 98103 

pfellows@3fellows.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

David And Ann Cordero 

2814 Lilac St 

Longview, Washington 98632 

corderoa@teleport.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lynne Oulman 

816 14th St 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 

lynne.oulman@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Timothy McGuire 

4444 44th Ave SW 

Seattle, Washington 98116 

tmmcguire@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ron Pellegrino 

311 NW 51st St 

Seattle, Washington 98107 

ronpell2@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lois Canright 

11589 Martin Rd 

Rockport, Washington 98283 

rebeccanrig@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jay Hollingsworth 

, Washington 

jayh@brhinc.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rebecca Canright 

11589 Martin Rd 

Rockport, Washington 98283 

rebeccagroovypeace@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anand Naik 

15429 SE 21st Pl 

Bellevue, Washington 98007 

andynaik@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kelley Coleman-Slack 

1811 34th St 

Bellingham, Washington 98229 

kelleycoleman77@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sharron Coontz 

3716 NW 85th Ave 

Olympia, Washington 98502 

sharron.coontz@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nancy White 

13311 E Forrest Ave 

Spokane, Washington 99216 

nancypendletonwhite@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jame Reitz 

2233 Rimrock Ct SW 

Olympia, Washington 98512 

jreitz17@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nancy Vandenberg 

5021 134th Pl SE 

Snohomish, Washington 98296 

gerryandnancy@frontier.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Debby Mumm Felnagle 

1618 Wilton Rd 

Tacoma, Washington 98465 

tomdebbyflenagle@harbornet.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Matthew Boguske 

8500 148th Ave NE 

Redmond, Washington 98052 

mboguske@yahoo.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Keith Brumwell 

13249 1st Ave SW 

Seattle, Washington 98146 

gkeith777@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Niki Quester 

PO Box 502 

Indianola, Washington 98342-0502 

nikiq@centurytel.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cornelia Shearer 

4040 Auburn Way S 

Auburn, Washington 98092 

keelabear@q.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peter Von Christierson 

1229 29th 

Port Townsend, Washington 98368 

pvonc@olypen.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Anita Bryant 

P.O. Box 1271 

Anacortes, Washington 98221 

feathy@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jim Allyn 

Awanui, Northland 486 

jimallyn@aol.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joshua Halinen 

2671 S Cedar St 

Tacoma, Washington 98405 

joshuahalinen@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Claudia Eberly 

21815 38th Dr SE 

Bothell, Washington 98021 

pceberly@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Newman 

15736 Burke Ave N 

Seattle, Washington 98133 

dsnewman@ix.netcom.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

William and Feddeler 

185 N 43rd Pl 

Ridgefield, Washington 98642 

waterfed@netzero.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Walt Jorgensen 

823 North St SE 

Olympia, Washington 98501 

waltjorgensen@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

E Willey 

19231 88th Ave W 

Edmonds, Washington 98026 

elainewilley@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Don Worley 

1949 State Rte 25 

Kettle Falls, Washington 99141 

mzee.worley@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cheryl Schurlke 

15719 64th St NW 

Lakebay, Washington 98349 

cjschuelke@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Greg Long 

21120 86th Pl W 

Edmonds, Washington 98026 

gregclong@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ann Hostler 

1004 Commercial Ave 

Anacortes, Washington 98221 

rahostler@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chris Murphy 

1756 Pointe Woodworth Dr NE 

Tacoma, Washington 98422 

ltmurphyc@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Spencer Bowman 

1905 N Anderson St 

Tacoma, Washington 98406 

Scbow@uw.edu 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Bonfield 

5702 N 33rd St 

Tacoma, Washington 98407 

bgbonfield@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Julia Russell 

12111 NE 4th St 

Vancouver, Washington 98684 

friskyseagle@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kathleen Greco 

7911 Skookumchuck Rd SE 

Tenino, Washington 98589 

aurielrose@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tim Durnell 

Rice, Washington 99167 

tdurnell@centurytel.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Baine 

32116 42nd Pl SW 

Federal Way, Washington 98023 

bowtyguy@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gary Porter 

8127 212th St SW 

Edmonds, Washington 98026 

grporter2@me.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kathryn Salmon 

9902 NE 349th St 

La Center, Washington 98629 

k5grant@msn.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Stephen Ostling 

926 Delaware St 

Longview, Washington 98632 

Ostlings@mac.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Celia Congdon 

8609 SW Soper Rd 

Vashon, Washington 98070 

crrbc@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul Brown 

843 NW 50th St 

Seattle, Washington 98107 

kozemchuk@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Margaret Sutro 

2523 32nd Ave S 

Seattle, Washington 98144 

mzsutro@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brianna Widner 

3200 Capital Mall Dr SW 

Apt. EE102 

Olympia, Washington 98502 

bosinski92@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Delores Porch 

1212 34th Ave SE 

Apt 63 

Albany, Oregon 97322 

verandafay@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Wendy Zieve 

546 Walnut St 

102 

Edmonds, Washington 98020 

Wzieve@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Lou Johnson 

3319 W 23rd Ave 

Spokane, Washington 99224 

johnson-ml@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marianne Larkins-Strawn 

16415 NE 11th St 

Vancouver, Washington 98684 

mari.larkinss@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ruth Van Doren 

38 Shoreland Dr 

Lopez, Washington 98261 

rrgvandoren@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gudrun Murti 

1250 NW 120th St 

Seattle, Washington 98177 

gudmurti@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Enid Cox 

11919 SE McGillivray Blvd 

Vancouver, Washington 98683 

ecox13@yahoo.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Iris Pearsall 

P. O. Box 632,  (2757 West Valley Rd.) 

Chimacum, Washington 98325 

irispearsall@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Cattarin 

1400 Marietta Ave 

Bellingham, Washington 98226 

Marcuscc@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dennis Duffell 

3827 NE 96th St 

Seattle, Washington 98115 

duffelldennis@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Albert Keim 

Seattle, Washington 98126 

al@keimco.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carolyn Boatsman 

3210 74th Ave SE 

Mercer Island, Washington 98040 

c.boatsman@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Vanessa Jamison 

16619a 41st Dr Ne 

Marysville, Washington 98270 

msvanjam@outlook.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tpm Craighead 

Po Box 13213 

Burton, Washington 98013 

tcvashon@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

JANET WAITE 

2213 145th Pl SW 

Lynnwood, Washington 98087 

janetblight@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Belknap 

11417 99th Ave SW 

Vashon, Washington 98070 

marybelknap@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Susan Kiplinger 

18004 SE 20th Cir 

Vancouver, Washington 98683 

susankip@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Patricia Page 

1209 NW Lakeview Rd 

Vancouver, Washington 98665 

patty.page@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bo Svensson 

495 NW Spring St 

White Salmon, Washington 98672 

bophoto@sonic.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Catherine Adams 

7903 8th Ave S 

Seattle, Washington 98108 

catharren@live.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peggy Page 

24324 Miller Rd 

Stanwood, Washington 98292 

peggy.page@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Corinne Powley 

1286 173rd Ave NE 

Bellevue, Washington 98008 

ckapel@mac.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jack Harmell 

651 Ferry Rd 

Lopez, Washington 98261 

jharmell@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Elizabeth Johnson 

PO Box 707 

Stevenson, Washington 98648-0707 

libbo@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda Greenway 

8702 19th Ave NW 

Seattle, Washington 98117 

webmail87@greenwest.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Donald Kunze 

521 5th Ave W 

Seattle, Washington 98119 

dkunze@opuslawgroup.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peggy J. Printz 

7729 57th Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98115 

peggyjprintz@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jennifer Young 

6201 37th Ave NW 

Seattle, Washington 98107 

Jvannuys@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

P Rathbun 

Po Box 664 

Gig Harbor, Washington 98335-0664 

prrnbsn@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maxine Dunkelman 

Olympia, Washington 98506 

maxdunk@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Leta Collmer 

704 W 20th St 

Vancouver, Washington 98660 

sicollmer@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christopher Kralik 

631 NW 18th Loop 

Camas, Washington 98607 

misterkite@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Corpus 

Po Box 6457 

Bellevue, Washington 98008 

arcorpus22@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kendehl Rojanasthien 

16726 Corliss Ave N 

Seattle, Washington 98133 

kendehl922@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Kaminski 

6057 6th Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98115 

robert.kaminski91@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bob Triggs 

P.O. Box 261 

Port Townsend, Washington 98368 

littlestoneflyfisher@mail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Betsy Bullman 

1204 Eastside St NE 

Olympia, Washington 98506 

betsy.bullman@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Jo Wilkins 

315 W 50th Ave 

Kennewick, Washington 99337 

maryjo.wilkins@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ann Glynn 

10606 Interlaaken Dr SW 

Lakewood, Washington 98498 

awglynn@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sophia Keller 

851 SW 127th St 

Seattle, Washington 98146 

keltiawind@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kathy Wilson 

680 Rainier 

Port Ludlow, Washington 98365 

kwilson@under-one-roof.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cathy Spalding 

5725 78th Ave NE 

Olympia, Washington 98516 

cathy@gentlespiritllamas.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Edward Mills 

264 W Lake Sammamish Pkwy NE 

Bellevue, Washington 98008 

edward@kidem.org 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Chey Thurman 

2709 Simpson Ave 

Hoquiam, Washington 98550 

cheythurman@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Leon Robert 

5815 6th Ave NW 

Seattle, Washington 98107 

leoninseattle@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

James Little 

5208 Latona Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98105 

littlejamesw@mac.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carol Haines 

6000 Kc Pl SE 

Port Orchard, Washington 98366 

bio.haines@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Norm Enfield 

13303 SE McGillivray Blvd 

Vancouver, Washington 98683 

njenfield@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Fiona Bennitt 

15802 SE 10th St 

Bellevue, Washington 98008 

fbennitt@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Patrick Annabel 

818 E Chestnut St 

Walla Walla, Washington 99362 

parzival1@inbox.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Patricia Coffey 

2253 Woodbine Rd 

Langley, Washington 98260 

drcoffey@whidbey.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda Gregory 

PO Box 2248 

Bellingham, Washington 98227 

zgrbell3@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Susan Marett 

92 N Rhododendron 

Port Townsend, Washington 98368 

smarettpt@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Susanne Weil 

Po Box 787 

Onalaska, Washington 98570 

susanne.beekeeper@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maureen Lang 

3810 NE 100th Ct 

Vancouver, Washington 98662 

maureen.theresa@outloook.comm 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Normajean Bowen 

Po Box 277 

Mt Vernon, Washington 98273 

normajeanb@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sue Millar 

2424 NE 45th St 

Vancouver, Washington 98663 

suebevm@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jan Demorest 

712 E 2nd Ave 

Ellensburg, Washington 98926 

bobcat@kvalley.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Francis Noedel 

5730 Ne Battlepoint 

Bainbridge Island, Washington 98110 

larrynoedel@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

John Toppenberg 

143 Manzanita Dr 

Sequim, Washington 98382 

johntoppenberg@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Debra Jaqua 

3104 59th Ct SE 

Olympia, Washington 98501 

djaqua@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sandy Lawrence 

Bellingham, Washington 98226 

sandy.george.lawrence@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ann Dawson 

Seattle, Washington 98136 

garyann@quidnunc.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jamie K. Donaldson 

1133 13th St 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 

jamiek@netidea.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marcy Golde 

116 Fairview Ave N 

Seattle, Washington 98109 

marcy@golde.org 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rebecca Nimmons 

6345 138th Pl SE 

Bellevue, Washington 98006 

raintalk@nwlink.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kaylen Hendrick 

151 11th Ave 

Seattle, Washington 98122 

kaylenhendrick@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cheryl Speer 

410 SW Park St 

Camas, Washington 98607 

cherylaspeer@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sarah Shifley 

4450 Winslow Pl N 

Apartment #8 

Seattle, Washington 98103 

sarah.shifley@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gerry Milliken 

Po Box 1880 

Oroville, Washington 98844 

dolphin@communitynet.org 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Leslie Mcclure 

13217 1st Ave NW 

Seattle, Washington 98177 

lespetmcc@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

C Bradley 

Po Box 1101 

Carson, Washington 98610 

hrcbradley@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sunny Thompson 

54922 Kernahan Rd E 

Ashford, Washington 98304 

sunny@wellspringspa.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Laureen France 

4007 32nd Ave W 

Seattle, Washington 98199 

Divifran@comcadt.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Rosenkotter 

201 Crest Dr 

Deer Harbor, Washington 98243 

skye@ucdavis-alumni.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Greg Goodwin 

Seattle, Washington 98125 

anandashik7@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tamara Saarinen 

4418 Rosedale St NW 

Gig Harbor, Washington 98335 

sawhetowl@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert and Gail STagman 

7401 92nd Pl SE 

Mercer Island, Washington 98040 

zevdog@zipcon.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Suzanne Zitzer 

4808 Burke Ave N 

Seattle, Washington 98103 

Suzanne.zitzet@fulbrightmail.org 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sue Emrick 

Northeast 100th Circle 

Vancouver, Washington 98682 

suebee143@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andrea Adams 

6005 67th Ave NE 

Olympia, Washington 98516 

dreasbeads@yahoo.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Hand 

7169 NE Hidden Cove Rd 

Bainbridge Island, Washington 98110 

dfhand3645@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barrie Gile 

1937 Edgefield Dr 

Bellingham, Washington 98229 

barriegilerfc@shaw.ca 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joel Carlson 

3634 Loren St NE 

Olympia, Washington 98516 

fox7799@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Erik Larue 

17567 Maiben Rd 

Burlington, Washington 98233 

pacific2626@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

JENNIFER BRAVE 

744 Market St 

UNIT 201 

Tacoma, Washington 98402 

jenniferabrave@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sally Mackey 

2127 SW 162nd St 

Seattle, Washington 98166 

sallynmnmac@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Den Mark Wichar 

711 W 25th St 

Vancouver, Washington 98660 

deedub@webtv.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Donna Davis 

338 Viewcrest Rd 

Bellingham, Washington 98229 

wildonmdavis@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joan Lawson 

308 E Republican St 

Seattle, Washington 98102 

joanvlawson@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sean Pender 

3127 SW Kenyon St 

Seattle, Washington 98126 

sean.pender@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

William Mattox 

1314 E Morton St 

Tacoma, Washington 98404 

captbill@harbornet.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mona McNeil 

15704 NE 28th Ct 

Vancouver, Washington 98686 

monarandy@monarandy.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marian Wineman 

3611 45th Ave W 

Seattle, Washington 98199 

mwineman@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bob Carson 

705 Boyer Ave 

Walla Walla, Washington 99362 

carsonrj@whitman.edu 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Beringer 

225 238th St SW 

Bothell, Washington 98021 

mpberinger@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marianne Eddington 

20520 NE 221st Cir 

Battle Ground, Washington 98604 

marniebg@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peter Guerrero 

720 W 1st St 

Cheney, Washington 99004 

studio374photography@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bethany Lynn 

PO Box 501 

Concrete, Washington 98237-0501 

me.bethany@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Judith Hance 

7300 47th Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98115 

judithhance2@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

D R 

Kirkland, Washington 98033 

nonilator@yahoo.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Laura Haugh 

7361 21st Ave NW 

Seattle, Washington 98117 

lauramhaugh@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Melodie Martin 

2339 11th Ave E 

Seattle, Washington 98102 

martincat@earthlink.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joanne Murayama 

615 54th 

Port Townsend, Washington 98368 

jsmurayama@gmai.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Guren 

1636 S McClellan St 

Seattle, Washington 98144 

david@guren.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carol Whitehurst 

923 N Washington St 

Tacoma, Washington 98406 

whitehurstcj@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brenda Luke 

4545 42nd Ave SW 

Seattle, Washington 98116 

seattle.subee@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dawn Morgan 

1618 23rd Ave 

Longview, Washington 98632 

dawn.w.morgan@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Andreas Enderlein 

7328 17th Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98115 

aenderlein@earthlink.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Diane Rose 

4110 118th Ave NE 

Kirkland, Washington 98033 

ddrose@earthlink.nety 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Suzanne Hamer 

18012 25th Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98155 

atkinshamer@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ricky Taylor 

4221 114th St SE 

Everett, Washington 98208 

taylorrl@outlook.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Malcolm Cumming 

PO Box 656 

Clinton, Washington 98236-0656 

mcumming@whidbey.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

George Reynoldson 

2915 200th Ave SE 

Sammamish, Washington 98075 

gvr@u.washington.edu 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Holger Mathews 

3100 Airport Way S 

Seattle, Washington 98134 

ginja69@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

William Hoffer 

420 SE Wyers St 

White Salmon, Washington 98672 

sunengser@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Schmidt 

2216 S Rockwood Blvd 

Spokane, Washington 99203 

handwash@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carolyn Savage 

9805 Johnson Point Loop NE 

Olympia, Washington 98516 

captainsis@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Zach Bernard 

10016 Patterson St S 

Tacoma, Washington 98444 

Zacharycbernard@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brie Gyncild 

1407 15th Ave 

Seattle, Washington 98122 

briegyncild@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Shirley Hoh 

703 35th St 

Anacortes, Washington 98221 

shoh@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Emily Willoughby 

17000 53rd Ave S 

Seattle, Washington 98188 

emilya57@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Megan Greenfield 

1137 N 78th St 

Seattle, Washington 98103 

meikana.g@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul Schiavo 

5252 16th Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98105 

paulschiavo@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jerald Boger 

4407 S Skipworth Rd 

Spokane, Washington 99206 

motaki22@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Fred Becker 

18210 47th Pl NE 

Seattle, Washington 98155 

fredhb@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lou Skydancer 

2417 Island Dr NW 

Olympia, Washington 98502 

cuervolou@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sandra Smith 

11700 Sand Point Way NE 

Seattle, Washington 98125 

7schipperkes@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maxwell Trotter 

1617 Amethyst St SE 

Olympia, Washington 98501 

maxwell.billings.trotter@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sybille Vital 

206 Easy St 

Rainier, Washington 98576 

sybillevital@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cindy Hart 

11 th ave 

Oak Harbor, Washington 98277 

Goldencircleoflight@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Llyod Johnston 

13421 26th Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98125 

lajceoigthi@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

James Cronin 

P.O. Box 9544 

Spokane, Washington 99201 

jjcro2112@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gregry Loomis 

8330 13th Ave NW 

Seattle, Washington 98117 

gregryloomis@msn.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gina Pantier 

37632 26th Dr S 

Federal Way, Washington 98003 

gsvesey@excite.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jason Hughes 

1107 San Juan Dr 

Camano Island, Washington 98282 

electrojunk@mac.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Bradley 

1128 15th Ave 

Seattle, Washington 98122 

onyourmarkbradley@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

William Looney 

Po Box 8845 

Silverdale, Washington 98383 

bcloone7@wavecable.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robert Canamar 

109 23rd Ave E 

Apt #303 

Seattle, Washington 98112 

robertcanamar14@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christopher Lawrence 

19 E 32nd Ave 

Spokane, Washington 99203 

ramgold101010@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nancy Kilgore 

510 Capitol Way N 

Olympia, Washington 98501 

nncklgr@outlook.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kjersten Gmeiner 

4132 3rd Ave NW 

Seattle, Washington 98107 

gmeiner.k@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nancy Ellingham 

9106 Fortuna Dr 

Mercer Island, Washington 98040 

nancyee@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Pamela Barber 

10700 SE 260th St 

Kent, Washington 98030 

pjb70435@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Liza Martin 

16637 NE 30th St 

Bellevue, Washington 98008 

Lizajama@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Angie Dixon 

6949 Humphrey Rd 

Clinton, Washington 98236 

angied@whidbey.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Catherine Martinez 

24382 Catamount Ln NW 

Poulsbo, Washington 98370 

halcat42@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Walter Kuciej 

Seattle, Washington 98199 

walterk74@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Fristoe 

3418 16th Ave S 

Seattle, Washington 98144 

bfristoe@mac.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dianne Hurst 

4440 65th Ave NE 

Olympia, Washington 98516 

dianneshurst49@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

JJ Lindsey 

200 N St SE 

Olympia, Washington 98501 

jhawk@gglbbs.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

William Kildall 

533 E Vashon Ave 

Port Angeles, Washington 98362 

drbilly@msn.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Seth Snapp 

2214 H St 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 

sethsnapp@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michelle Lesourd 

6854 18th Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98115 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mark Moerman 

2400 NE 149th Ave 

Vancouver, Washington 98684 

markjmo@earthlink.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Owen Atkins 

1001 N Yakima Ave 

Tacoma, Washington 98403 

owenatkins@harbornet.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Raimund Herberg 

8509 Midvale Ave N 

Seattle, Washington 98103 

raimundherberg@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carlo Voli 

Edmonds, Washington 

carlovoli@yahoo.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael and Barbara Barbara Hill Hill 

701 Mineral Hill Rd 

Mineral, Washington 98355 

theelbehills@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maxine Clark 

1717 Sheridan Rd 

Bremerton, Washington 98310 

maxclark90@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian Gunn 

2305 27th Pl SE 

Auburn, Washington 98002 

gunnbl@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jude Green 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 

greencardz@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Timothy Hills 

3121 Biz Point Rd 

Anacortes, Washington 98221 

seanhills53@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Polly Taylor 

312 18th Ave SE 

Olympia, Washington 98501 

pollyktaylor@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Alexa Fay 

716 S Arthur St 

Apt 30 

Spokane, Washington 99202 

alexafpfay@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Trina Cooper 

2239 SW 331st St 

Federal Way, Washington 98023 

trina.cooper@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Scott Walker 

, Washington 

walkers@olympus.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Betty Barats 

1710 Donovan Ave 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 

bettybarats@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda Wright 

2821 2nd Ave 

Seattle, Washington 98121 

lindawright12@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brenda Michaels 

15617 258th Pl SE 

Issaquah, Washington 98027 

brenda@conscioustalk.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Karen Pickering 

25909 NE 52nd Way 

Vancouver, Washington 98682 

karenpickering@mac.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

diane marks 

728 Caroline St 

Port Angeles, Washington 98362 

shenyen@wavecable.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ahren Stroming 

25850 Tiger Mountain Rd SE 

Issaquah, Washington 98027 

ahrenstroming@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rebecca Mcdonough 

Eastsound, Washington 98245 

beckymcdonough@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Patti hoyopatubbi 

16915 430th Pl SE 

North Bend, Washington 98045 

evergreens17@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Katherin Balles 

2122 Brewster Pl 

Bremerton, Washington 98310 

kab2632@netzero.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

TJ Thompson 

PO Box 1178 

Gig Harbor, Washington 98335 

tjthompsonmd@centurytel.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thom Lufkin 

212 21st Ave SE 

Olympia, Washington 98501 

thomlufkin@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Blackwood 

11916 E 25th Ave 

Spokane, Washington 99206 

Barbara.bb@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Winkel 

7023 Columbia Ave 

Clinton, Washington 98236 

winkeldjsa@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jean Brechan 

Bellingham, Washington 98227 

jeanebrechan@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Derek Dexheimer 

1211 S Lucile St 

Seattle, Washington 98108 

dex3703@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marco De La Rosa 

12700 NE 124th St 

Kirkland, Washington 98034 

marco_de_la_rosa@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Klaudia Englund 

7630 Cypress Way 

Anacortes, Washington 98221 

klaudia.englund@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Kyle Mcelheran 

1536 NW Ogden St 

Camas, Washington 98607 

mcelheranl@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Scavezze 

3008 Amhurst Ct SE 

Olympia, Washington 98501 

barb@scavezze.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Francis Lenski 

921 NW 115th Cir 

Vancouver, Washington 98685 

flenski@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jared Howe 

4107 Martin Luther King Jr Way S 

Seattle, Washington 98108 

jaredchowe@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Claire Berkwitt 

4125 221st Pl SE 

Issaquah, Washington 98029 

claire@berkwitt.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Art Bogie 

3602 Portage Ln 

Anacortes, Washington 98221 

fidalgo1.art@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Baker Smith 

11416 10th Ave S 

Seattle, Washington 98168 

bakerjsmith@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Donna Leavitt 

22415 85th Ave W 

Edmonds, Washington 98026 

donnaleav@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lynda Erickson 

13759 Morgan Dr NE 

Redmond, Washington 98053 

Lerick@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Helene Steinhardt 

7825 SE 63rd Pl 

Mercer Island, Washington 98040 

helenesteinhardt@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Jo Coblentz 

1607 Johnston Ave 

Richland, Washington 99354 

mjcvlentz@gmail.con 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joseph Berkson 

4000 E Blaine Street  

, Unknown 99112 

joeberkson4000@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ruth Pickering 

PO Box 1147 

Fall City, Washington 98024 

ruthpick72@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Shelley Simcox 

12921 NW Canyon Trl 

Bremerton, Washington 98312 

shelleyron@wavecable.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tui Mullein 

4830 S Lucile St 

Seattle, Washington 98118 

tuimull@icloud.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joann Varnell 

712 E 34th St 

Tacoma, Washington 98404 

joann.varnell@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Catherine Muller 

3621 Woodcock Rd 

Sequim, Washington 98382 

astro@olypen.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dennis Smith 

5723 Schornbush Rd 

Deming, Washington 98244 

safetywork46@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Judith Richards 

322 School House Rd 

Underwood, Washington 98651 

jarichards@embarqmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ellen Murphy 

901 N Forest St 

#147 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 

ellenkavanagh@yahoo.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Lamb 

5017 S Cedar Acres Ln 

Langley, Washington 98260 

btlamb@whidbey.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nancy Farrell 

4005 N 2st 

Tacoma, Washington 98406 

nfarrellwa@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Paynter 

27220 10th Ave S 

Seattle, Washington 98198 

payntermary@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rita Ryder 

6005 190th Ave E 

Bonney Lake, Washington 98391 

ritadancer55@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tika Bordelon 

1400 Hubbell Pl 

Seattle, Washington 98101 

tikab1@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Walter Mcgerry 

13245 6th Ave NW 

Seattle, Washington 98177 

waltermcgerry@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Steve V. 

323 East 2nd Street 

Port Angeles, Washington 98362 

sevols.ear@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joyce Grajczyk 

12026 SE 216th St 

Kent, Washington 98031 

jag4848@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

J. Woodworth 

27011 E Eastland Dr 

Newman Lake, Washington 99025 

wpjtiger@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

William Young 

4421 E Oregon St 

Bellingham, Washington 98226 

loon13@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Noel Orr 

1610 NE 192nd St 

Seattle, Washington 98155 

tepeefortwo@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Dorothy Jordan 

1407 Abbot Rd 

Lynden, Washington 98264 

dorrie.jordan@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Suzanne Ward 

4000 NE Matney Rd 

Camas, Washington 98607 

suzy@matthewbooks.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Connie Scarpelli 

639 N Riverpoint Blvd 

Spokane, Washington 99202 

guconnies@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mason Rolph 

3200 Capital Mall Dr SW 

Olympia, Washington 98502 

rolphmason@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Steve Heggem 

12103 22nd St NE 

Lake Stevens, Washington 98258 

srheggem123@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sharon Saunders 

1011 S Whitman St 

Tacoma, Washington 98465 

sharonsaunders391@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marylin Olds 

32235 Old Hansville Rd NE 

Kingston, Washington 98346 

marylin.olds@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Cheron Holman 

4214 Evanston Ave N 

Seattle, Washington 98103 

cherieholman@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Peter Weston 

8702 19th Ave NW 

Seattle, Washington 98117 

peter@greenwest.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda Chapman 

6611 Millstone Ln SE 

Olympia, Washington 98513 

lgchapman63@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Eleanor Dowson 

2007 Mill Pointe Dr SE 

Bothell, Washington 98012 

eleanordowson@comcasrt.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Rance 

5814 Woodlake Dr W 

University Place, Washington 98467 

m.rance@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lars Liden 

902 17th Ave E 

Seattle, Washington 98112 

larsliden@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bob Kutter 

834 NE 84 Street 

Seattle, Washington 98115 

bobkutter@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jerry Derosia 

3057 Iverson Ln 

Custer, Washington 98240 

tusnowbirds@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Vivien Sharples 

441 25th Ave E 

Seattle, Washington 98112 

vivs@igc.org 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michael Huber 

12814 127th Ave SE 

Snohomish, Washington 98290 

mwhuber@mac.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Linda Wasserman 

1510 N Steele St 

Tacoma, Washington 98406 

coolauthor2@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Margaret M 

777 Elm Tree Ln 

Tacoma, Washington 98466 

margaretmo@harbornet.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Debra Garner 

Po Box 355 

White Salmon, Washington 98672-0555 

dgarner7@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ruth Berge 

8338 28th Ave NW 

Seattle, Washington 98117 

rberge@me.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tracy Ouellette 

14078 Mactaggart Ave 

Bow, Washington 98232 

tracyjouellette@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Richard Morgan 

3303 Racine St 

#202 

Bellingham, Washington 98226 

mecuipeta@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sylvia Wood 

13305 129th St E 

Puyallup, Washington 98374 

woodsh@plu.edu 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Phil Crawford 

234 NE Frank Johns Rd 

Stevenson, Washington 98648 

pcrawford@turbonet.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Elana Sulakshana 

915 16th Ave 

Seattle, Washington 98122 

sulak72@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sally Hodson 

7025 Olga Rd 

Olga, Washington 98279 

sallyhodson@wildhaven.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jack Burke 

15944 259th Ave SE 

Issaquah, Washington 98027 

jburke102@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joyce Rudolph 

8499 Hansen Rd NE 

Bainbridge Island, Washington 98110 

battlepoint@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Leilani Del Rey 

POB 4704 

, Unknown 98194 

ukeshack@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lisa Ornstein 

3010 28th Ave SE 

Olympia, Washington 98501 

lisa.ornstein@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jo Ellis 

4611 N Frace Ave 

Tacoma, Washington 98407 

joellis58@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Libbey 

1122 E Pike St 

Seattle, Washington 98122 

thomas_libbey@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nancy Horman 

7116 Greenwood Ave N 

Seattle, Washington 98103 

nhorman@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

James Mulcare 

1110 Benjamin St 

Clarkston, Washington 99403 

xsecretsx@cableone.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

David Laws 

1718 Valencia St 

Bellingham, Washington 98229 

davidmlaws@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Susan Mcrae 

1231 Miller Ave NE 

Olympia, Washington 98506 

smcrae@earthlink.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Matthew Johnson 

PO Box 30553 

Bellingham, Washington 98228-2553 

thundderbird@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Norman Baker 

3789 Lost Mountain Rd 

Sequim, Washington 98382 

ntbakerphd@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Michaela Barrett 

4780 32nd Ave S 

Seattle, Washington 98118 

michaela@rose-labyrinth.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Naomi Aldort 

P.O. Box 1719 

Eastsound, Washington 98245 

naomi@aldort.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

S.F. Brown 

4109 Shelby Rd 

Lynnwood, Washington 98087 

sfbrown9@gmx.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lezley Mcdouall 

910 S 8th St 

Tacoma, Washington 98405 

lezley.mcdouall@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sammy Low 

709 W Wiser Lake Rd 

Stanwood, Washington 98292 

cougarcreek7@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Marianne Kenady 

6050 31st Ave SW 

Seattle, Washington 98126 

mkonislaand@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Gary Dayton 

Vancouver, Washington 

gdblue123@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Christopher Buckley 

6568 32nd Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98115 

christopher_buckley@alumni.stanford.edu 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Russel West 

1622 NE Perkins Way 

Seattle, Washington 98155 

rustytwest@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Faye Bartlett 

3382 Southbend Pl 

Bellingham, Washington 98226 

febartlett@centurylink.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jill Zaklan 

520 SE Columbia River Dr 

Vancouver, Washington 98661 

maxine_1@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Maureen Canny 

7848 58th Ave NE 

Olympia, Washington 98516 

mocanny@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

SUONG HUYNH 

12505 NE 117th Pl 

Kirkland, Washington 98034 

nsuongh@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Janis Whitcomb 

35855 207th Pl SE 

Auburn, Washington 98092 

whitcombj@hughes.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Patrick Mulcahey 

571 Skamania Landing Rd 

Stevenson, Washington 98648 

patrickjmulcahey@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian Allen 

PO Box 16307 

Seattle, Washington 98116-0307 

brizone@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Valerie Alexander 

2404 NW Coyote Ridge Rd 

La Center, Washington 98629 

coyoteridge@tds.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robin Hordon 

27388 Woodside Rd NE 

Kingston, Washington 98346 

robinhordon@juno.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Paul Potts 

1720 

Raymond, Washington 98577 

paul_potts@email.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carol Sword 

2701 Landes 

Port Townsend, Washington 98368 

csword@olypen.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bay Renaud 

Po Box 5271 

Bellingham, Washington 98227 

bay@plantasnativa.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Frank Jackson 

13091 POB 

Burton, Washington 98013 

frankjacksn@centurytel.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Barbara Stevenson 

23851 SE 98th Pl 

Issaquah, Washington 98027 

bbstvnsn15@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Daniel Brant 

310 Willow 

Port Townsend, Washington 98368 

dnlbrant@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sarah Farbstein 

2139 5th Ave W 

Seattle, Washington 98119 

sarahfarbstein@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Carolyn Gregg 

524 N 18th Pl 

Mount Vernon, Washington 98273 

cgregg@valleyint.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Thomas Gilmore 

317 Park Ridge Rd 

Bellingham, Washington 98225 

tgilmore66@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ronald Mazza 

591 Pleasant Bay Rd 

Bellingham, Washington 98229 

ramazza@juno.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Sharon Fasnacht 

4006 113th Ave SW 

Olympia, Washington 98512 

fasnacht@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Richard Bergner 

15515 Yokeko Dr 

Anacortes, Washington 98221 

fidalgowildlifehabitat@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mayellen Henry 

16651 SE 17th St 

Bellevue, Washington 98008 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Teresa Allen 

6184 N Fork Rd 

Deming, Washington 98244 

allenterri@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Frank Stieber 

16270 12th Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98155 

kickball.jesus@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rhett Gambol 

318 10th Ave E 

Seattle, Washington 98102 

russofile@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bruce Weyer 

6523 52nd Ave NE 

Seattle, Washington 98115 

weyerbruce8@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Greg And Rebecca Durr 

2703 Riverview Dr 

Aberdeen, Washington 98520 

becky@durrweb.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Deirdre Cochran 

2031 Fairview Ave E 

Seattle, Washington 98102 

Deirdre122@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ester Deel 

8011 Northeast Fourth Plain Boulevard 

Vancouver, Washington 98662 

esterdeel@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Bob Aegerter 

78 N Point Dr 

Bellingham, Washington 98229 

boba@openaccess.org 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Karen Mitchell 

1700 24th Ct 

Anacortes, Washington 98221 

dleejohnson@justice.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Jim Hackman 

125 Cleveland 

Port Hadlock, Washington 98339 

oak@olypen.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

michael rosen 

5980 SE 30th St 

Mercer Island, Washington 98040 

bobbyrass@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rita Yribar 

1004 Commercial Ave 

Anacortes, Washington 98221 

ryribar@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Darlene O'Grady 

Monroe, Washington 98272 

darlene@turtletraxx.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Steve Sather 

, Washington 

stesat97@hotmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Elyette Weinstein 

5000 Orvas Ct SE 

Olympia, Washington 98501 

elyette_w@yahoo.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Matthew Anderson 

13522 Densmore Ave N 

Seattle, Washington 98133 

anderson.gtr@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Joanna Chesnut 

5020 116th St E 

Tacoma, Washington 98446 

joannachesnut@comast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Frances Parson 

5423 NE 41st Ave 

Portland, Oregon 97211 

pollyandbill@comcast.net 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

P Anna Johnson 

6934 NE 13th Ave 

Portland, Oregon 97211 

aj@mercedlake.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

JJ L. L. 

222 X St SW 

Olympia, Washington 98501 

jjhawk@gglbbs.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Amber Train 

5801 Pacific Rim Way 

Bellingham, Washington 98226 

psychostarstatic@gmail.com 



 

August 8, 2019 

 

Dear Department of Ecology, 

 

I am deeply concerned about the renewal of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System water 

quality permit for the US Oil refinery on the Tacoma Tideflats and the limited protections it provides to 

Tacoma from ongoing water pollution, as well as future impacts from any proposed facility expansion.  

 

US Oil currently accepts tar sands oil, a heavy oil that can sink and submerge when spilled and becomes 

nearly impossible to fully recover. With their purchase of US Oil in 2018, Par Pacific has made it clear 

that they plan to expand the facility, increasing shipping of crude oil by both rail and tanker. Any 

expansion of this facility would further expose Washington communities and the Salish Sea to a much 

greater risk of oil pollution. 

 

The draft permit does not go far enough to ensure strong enforcement of toxic discharges from the 

facility, nor does it address possible changes in impacts that would arise from a facility expansion. 

Ecology is being too lenient by allowing US Oil to discharge contaminated stormwater without ensuring 

it has met water quality standards first. Additionally, US Oil is contaminating our waters with copper and 

zinc, toxins known to kill salmon, a shared resource that is already facing dwindling population numbers. 

Ecology should implement numerical standards for these pollutants now, not after the permit has been 

issued. 

 

The permit also does not evaluate the additional water pollution impacts of possible expanded 

operations at US Oil, which could occur during the 5-year period of this permit.  

 

I urge the Department of Ecology not to renew the US Oil’s NPDES water quality permit until you have 

done everything you can to assure the protection of our water and communities from these extremely 

dirty fuels.  

 

Further, I urge Department of Ecology to make clear its role and intentions to comprehensively review 

additional water and air quality impacts resulting from any proposal to expand US Oil refining, storage, 

or transloading capacity. When US Oil begins expanding their facility, Ecology must re-evaluate their 

water quality impacts and re-issue this permit with more protective standards and restrictions. 

 

Thank you for your work to protect Washington’s communities and clean water.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Nicholas Heyer 

5102 S Adams St 

Seattle, Washington 98118 

nicholas.heyer@gmail.com 



 


