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RE: The EPA’s Comments on the Proposed Revisions to Washington’s Water Quality Standards

Dear Ms. Braley:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the Washington State Department of
Ecology’s proposed revisions to the numeric criteria for total dissolved gas in the Snake and Columbia
rivers and other water quality standards revisions for fresh and marine waters at Chapter I 73-201A WAC,
filed on July 30, 2019. The EPA appreciates Ecology’s efforts to update the state’s water quality
standards.

The EPA has reviewed Ecology’s proposed rule revisions and offers the following comments for your
consideration:

The proposed language at WAC 173-201 A-200( I )(c)(ii) aquatic life temperature criteria states:

When the background condition of/lw water is cooler than the criteria in Table 200 (1)(c,), c’(’thc allowable
rate ofwanning up to, but not exceeding, the numeric criteriafran: Inunan actions is restricted as follows:

4*,) incremental temperature increases resultingfrom mdiWdual point source activities must not,
at any time, exceed 28/(T+ 7) as measured at 1/ic edge ofa inLving zone boundary (where “T” represents
the background temperature as measured at a point or points unaffected by the discharge and
representative oft/me /nghiest ambient water temperature in tlw vicinity of the discharge,) ff—end

(B) Incremental tcmpcratw’e increases resulting from the combnwd cffiict of all nonpoint source
activities in the water body must i:ot, at any time, exceed 2.8°C (5.01°F),),).

And

The proposed language at WAC 173-201A-210(l)(c)(ii) aquatic life temperature criteria states:

IVlien the natural condition ofthe hater is cooler than the criteria in Table 210 (1)(c), (6l:c allowable rate
ofwarnthzg up to, but not exceeding, tile numeric criteriafrom human actions is restricted asfollous:

W) incremental temperature increases resultingfrom indivklual point source activities must not,
at any time, exceed ]2/(T-2,I as measured at the edge of a mixing zone boundan’ t’where “T” represents
the background temperature as measured at a point or points unqffected by the discharge and
representative oft/ic highest ambient water tempei’ature in 1/me vicinity aft/me discharge,h’%—tutd

(B) Incremental temperature increases resultingfrom the combined effect of all mionpoint source
activities in the water body must not, at any time, exceed 2.3°C (5. 04 OF))),

The EPA recommends that Ecology retains the language “up to, but not exceeding the numeric criteria.”
Alternatively, the EPA suggests maintaining the intent of the previous rule language to ensure that the



standard is protective of aquatic life and does not allow warming to exceed the numeric criteria when the

natural condition of the water is cooler than the numeric criteria.

The EPA appreciates Ecology’s commitment to update Washington’s water quality standards. We look

Forward to continuing to engage with you throughout this process. lfyou have any questions, please

contact me at (206) 553-0268 or Guzzo.Lindsavepa.gov.

Lindsay Guzzo
Water Quality Standards Coordinator
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