September 26, 2019

Maia Bellon, Director

Heather Bartlett, Water Quality Program Manager
Washington State Department of Ecology

P.O. Box 47600

Olympia, WA 98504-7600

RE: Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) dated July 2019, for Changes to Total
Dissolved Gas Water Quality Standards and Other Matters

Dear Director Bellon and Program Manager Bartlett:

We are writing because we believe that we must restore the lower Snake River and abundant
chinook salmon populations in the Columbia Basin. This is an especially urgent need in order to
help the Southern Resident orcas survive and recover. Rebuilding these salmon runs will also
benefit tribal and non-tribal fishing communities across Washington State and the Pacific
Northwest. Please accept these comments concerning the Total Dissolved Gas Water Quality
Standard Draft EIS (Proposed Rule Change A019-02)

We strongly support Alternative #3 — with its language amended as noted below. We oppose all
other Alternatives — 1, 2 and 4.

We ask the Department of Ecology to change its water quality standards for total dissolved gas
(TDG) to allow TDG up to 125% in the tailrace of dams on the Columbia and Snake Rivers on a
permanent and year-round basis, using a 12-hour average TDG criterion —and in time for the
Spring 2020 juvenile out-migration in order to better support juvenile salmonid passage survival
and subsequent adult salmon returns. The best available science shows that this TDG standard
is biologically appropriate for both the spring and summer voluntary spill seasons.

The federal government’s salmon recovery program in the Snake and Columbia Rivers has been
a costly failure. Despite having spent more than $16B over the past two decades, Columbia
Basin salmon and steelhead returns this year are among the lowest on record. These dismal
returns are harming other fish and wildlife populations — including the critically-endangered
Southern Resident orcas — as well as struggling fishing communities here in Washington State
and across the Pacific Northwest. While bigger changes are urgently needed to truly protect
and recover wild salmon and steelhead populations and the benefits they deliver to our region,
increasing the TDG water quality standard to 125% is a critical near-term action in order to
allow expanded spill and to increase juvenile salmon survival and adult returns in the next
several years.

While we support Alternative #3, we oppose the following language that it includes and request
its removal:



"In addition to complying with the requirements of this chapter, the tailrace maximum TDG
criteria applied at dams operated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers must be in accordance
with legally valid Endangered Species Act consultation documents on Columbia River system
operations, including operations for fish passage"

This language could undermine the permanent modification of the water quality standard by
conditioning this rule change on a legally valid federal Columbia Basin Salmon Plan in the
future. The proposed language above must be eliminated completely, or substantially modified
to avoid unintended consequences in the future —including the reversion of the TDG standard
to a level less than 125% in the event that a future Federal Salmon Plan is invalidated by a
federal judge.

We strongly support Alternative #3 to allow TDG levels up to 125% of saturation in the tail race
of each of the eight dams on the lower Snake and lower Columbia Rivers beginning in 2020
provided, however, that Ecology also eliminates the language in its proposed rule as discussed
above.

Thank you for your consideration of these comments.

Sincerely,
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01566
40160
42701
46158
47714
47401
60466
60624
60516
60659
50315
96744
30338
30328
33558
34480
34481
32085
32246
20510
06604
06455
06249
80247
80525
80422
81301
80202
80123
80906

MT
MT
MT
MO
MO
MO
MN
MI
MI
MI
ME
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
MA
KY
KY
IN
IN
IN
IL
IL
IL
IL
1A
HI
GA
GA
FL
FL
FL
FL
FL
DC
CT
CT
CT
CO
Cco
Cco
CO
Cco
Cco
CO



Rosemarie
Janet

lynn

Mary
Sigrid
John

Katelyn
Anil
Kara
Sharon
Jeff
Martha
Jack
Susan
Philip
Lindsay
Harold
Jesse
Frank
Thomas
Christina
Sara
Jason
Katherine
Adria
Joseph
Susan
Barbara
Abigail Ann
mary
Emily
Erik
Tracy
Liza
David
Jill

a

Delia
Janet
Nancy

Bisiar
Schairer
brevig
Masters
Asmus
Watts

Scott
Gaugolli
Stucker
Birzer
Renner
VanDeMark
Stewart
McRae
Eisenhauer
Taylor
Van Doren
Knuse
Coccia
Brady
Dubois
Elliott
Steppe
Bedard
McGrath
Romero
Wepking
Lamb
Fanestil

n

van Alyne
LaRue
Ouellette
Martin
Scheer
Janow

w
Gerhard
Riordan
Hayden

99016
98102
98125
98280
98199
98368

99040
98104
99021
98136
98104
98133
98070
98506
98007
98225
98261
98104
98115
99208
98013
99205
98037
98070
98070
98034
98019
98260
98382
98683
99353
98233
98232
98008
98225
98070
98112
98117
98177
99217

WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA

WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA
WA

vernon
Maya
Tiffany
Michael
Kevin
Malcolm
Rodney
Rowan
Heather
Brandon
George
Casey
Carolyn
Maryellen
Susan
Arlene
Steven
sandra
JL
Mariam
Tania
Deborah
Pamela
Barbara
Jamie
Nicholas
Christina
Susan
Ernie
Shannon
paul
Gerry
Erik
kathy
Cynthia
Angel
Carla
Shearle
Maureen

batty
Kurtz
Snyder
Denton
Fistanic
Gardner

Chandler
Fadden
Paul
Sutherland
Murray
Knoll
Redish
Hathaway
Baker
Berman
geist
Angell
Cruz
Roa
Morrell
Sieck
Harper
Green
Lenchner
Heon
Borrelli
Walters
Meyer
runion
Milliken
Shearer
grieves
Hicks
Gauna
Morin
Furnish
Knutsen

81147
81601
80305
94578
90066
92122

95610
95403
92585
92672
90807
94563
92264
90660
94704
94703
95060
95672
95348
90638
90620
94920
95012
93004
95403
93420
91607
94587
94602
95005
86326
85016
85383
85015
85014
85382
72223
99633

CcO
Cco
Cco
CA
CA
CA

CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
CA
AZ
AZ
AZ
AZ
AZ
AZ
AR
AK



