
Pierce County Planning and Public Works 
 
Please see Pierce County's full comments in the attached file. These can be summarized as follows:

Pierce County concurs with the comments provided by WACSWM and WSAC. With those
organizations, we request that the Department of Ecology immediately cease work on this
rulemaking. 

The current rulemaking harms Pierce County and other solid waste management agencies:
1. Release and review has been timed poorly. 
2. Stakeholder outreach was, at best, inconsistent; and at worst, biased.
3. Ecology "moved the goalposts." 
4. The funding scheme disrespects the authority of local elected officials.

Chapters 173-312 and 173-313 need updating, but not in the manner proposed. Pierce County
recommends the rulemaking be stopped and decoupled from this grant cycle. When it restarts,
Ecology should hire WSAC to facilitate stakeholder engagement, make a commitment to
transparency, and be willing to discuss alternatives, including legislative fixes.
 










