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Why is Ecology looking to create a new SHA WARM tool? The purpose of the WARM is to
prioritize Ecology's resources towards sites with the greatest potential to impact human health and
the environment in an effort to affect change. Until MTCA is prepared to forego its current method
of "cleanup when you are ready" in favor of a true priority-driven cleanup with potential true
enforcement action for sites where documented impacts are happening, there is no purpose to
having a ranking system. The resources we are looking to allocate should not be strictly people and
time, but effort and remediation. Why rank something when we are not going to enforce a cleanup?
MTCA has the potential written into it - and others have made a point to bringing this forward - for
true enforcement capabilities; but at present the mindset is to not push the envelope, to allow people
to cleanup a site when they are ready at a pace they are comfortable with, and if they don't want to
then they don't have to. Ecology is not a corporation, it is a state agency; Ecology is not here to
make people comfortable or to accommodate only those who are willing. Ecology's purpose, its
client, is the State of Washington and Ecology is fighting for Washington's health. Change the
mindset, change the rule, and then refine the process. Until we change the mindset we will continue
to be stuck in the ever-growing backlog of more and more terrifyingly contaminated sites causing a
greater and greater impact to human health and the environment in Washington State. Is this the
legacy we will all leave behind or are we ready for a new tomorrow?
 


