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Statistics should be obtained on all aspects of the current plant in Mississppi.   Especially important are any violations of EPA standards.  Also critical is the amount of water used at this plant.  This will permit verification of information furnished by PacWest for the Newport smelter.





They should not be permitted to drill an “EXEMPT” well.  The proposed location is directly between the Pend Oreille River and the swamp that is the source for the Little Spokane River.  If they have an exempt well there will be virtually no control over the amount of water they use.  The figures shown in the proposal by PacWest are considered extremely low by many knowledgeable people.  Even this amount of water will negatively impact the Little Spokane River and wells already in the area.





The project description is extremely vague and leaves multitudes of unanswered questions.  More details on the operation need to be obtained.  For example, how much finished product will be shipped.  How much of it will be by truck, further impacting our roads?





What hours and days will the plant be operating?  What hours and days will arriving and departing materials be coming and going?  Will they be forced to shut down when road restrictions are in place?


We already have many days with smoke from fires clogging our lungs.  Will they be forced to shut down during these times?





How will the emissions and water pollution be monitored:?  What fines will be levied for non compliance?





The tallest building is proposed to be 157 feet.  That is 15 stories.  It can't help but impact views for many people.





No information is given on how the charcoal will be generated and/or the amount hauled in.





How will the filters work?  How will the material captured be packaged?  How will it be shipped?  What about the materials to small to be captured?





Who is going to pay for the railroad spur?  Where will it be located and where will the trains travel since there are no tracks going to Spokane or other cities now?  The proposal says “between 1 and 100 rail cars will be unloaded.  That is a tremendous variable.  How many will be loaded with finished product.  What hours days will they be loading and unloading?  They claim unloading will only be between 7-10 AM  How many days and which days will this occur. What about the finished product loading.





The impact on roads and traffic will be immense.  Details need to be furnished on what routes will be used and who is going to pay for the road expansion.  Will trucks be running 24/7





They claim noise will be mitigated.  How?  What if they don't comply.  Will this be 24/7


PacWest doesn't expect wastewater will be discharged to surface waters or onto the ground.  Where is it going to go?  If the sewer system there is going to be a big impact.  They are close to both the Little Spokane and the Pend Oreille river.  How are they not going to contaminate the water?  As mentioned previously the amount of water they will use can't help but impact the Little Spokane River.





Air emissions are expected to exceed the threshold even by PacWest's admission.  How will these be monitored?  What if they are excessive, what fines will be levied?





The air, water use and pollution from the plant will have a negative impact on people, wildlife and vegetation.  How will these be monitored and what will be done to make them comply with requirements.





They claim “no wetlands have been identified”  What about their proximity to the swamp, the Little Spokane River and the Pend Oreille river.   Not to mention their location right above the aquifer that is the source of water for Newport.  What about the impact on surrounding properties with wells.  What amount the impact on current water right holders?





What will the route be for the new transmission line that is going to be 12 miles long?  What will happen to property owners on this route? 





What about granite slag?





Will the site be operating 24/7?  The most emissions are generated during startup/shutdown.  What about road restrictions and burn ban periods and forest fire smoke?





The citizens in Washington and Idaho ought to have a voice in whether the plant is allowed to be built.  Once it is built we are the ones that will have to live with the noise, pollution and negative impacts from the plant.





How many jobs will actually be available for local residents?  What will the salaries of these jobs be?Are the jobs really worth the negative impact the plant will have on the environment?  





 


