Scoping Question; Noise Pollution

Construction and operation of the PacWest Smelter will introduce significant levels of nuisance noise pollution.

Chronic noise exposure can cause permanent threshold shifts and loss of hearing in specific frequency ranges. Noise induced hearing loss (NIHL) is thought to be one of the major causes of preventable hearing loss. The psychological effects of noise can be equally devastating and may include hypertension, tachycardia, increased cortisol release and increased physiologic stress.
How will DOE assess the impact on the community?

What criteria will be used to determine the acceptable level of damage to community health?
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