
​February 15, 2026​

​Washington State Department of Ecology​
​PO Box 47600​
​Olympia, WA  98504-7600​

​RE: Overburdened Communities Rulemaking​

​To Whom It May Concern,​

​Please accept my comments regarding overburdened communities.​

​Regarding the proposed rulemaking, the amended section under WAC 173-448-090 Emission​
​Baselines, I support using “the highest two-year average of the combined emissions of the​
​criteria air pollutant and its precursors.”  However, the 5 year window should not be 2018-2022,​
​but the most recent 5-year data available.​

​Additionally, this rulemaking focuses on high emitters and stationary sources, but fails to​
​consider the air quality issues caused by agricultural operations. From the aerial application of​
​pesticides and the windborne contaminants from waste-derived fertilizers, air quality is much​
​broader and concerning than looking at permitted sources. Unpermitted sources, such as​
​agriculture also impact air quality and the health of communities that it surrounds.​

​This rule needs to look at​​cumulative​​air quality impacts on communities, regardless of the​
​source, i.e., permitted or not permitted. To do otherwise, significantly underestimates exposures.​

​Regarding the selection of overburdened communities, it is difficult to determine if Quincy is​
​included in the West Grant County and George designation. Assuming that Quincy has not been​
​included, I submit the following information from the EJ Screen in support of including Quincy.​

​●​ ​Quincy ranks in the 95-100 percentile for PM​​2.5​ ​(see attached page 3)​
​●​ ​Quincy ranks in the 80-90 percentile for NO​​2​

​●​ ​Quincy ranks in the 80-90 percentile for RMP facilities​
​●​ ​Quincy and surrounding area ranks between 40-80 percentile for heart disease​

​In addition to over 400 permitted locomotive size diesel engines at the various data centers in​
​Quincy, the community has at least three Title V facilities that rely on natural gas, and a​
​proposed natural gas electric generation facility in the works. In addition to NOx, a precursor to​
​PM2.5, natural gas emissions also release formaldehyde. Moving away from diesel is not​
​necessarily an improvement, as evidenced in the emission estimates from the natural gas​
​electric generation facility found below:​



​Quincy is one of many overburdened communities that are disproportionately impacted by​
​polluting industries. To get a complete picture of the exposures that exist, a cumulative review of​
​all air pollution sources should be conducted. The purpose is not to reduce responsibility or​
​accountability for polluters, but to fully understand the exposures that occur in these​
​communities.​

​Thank you for the opportunity to comment.​

​Patricia Martin​
​Quincy, WA​

​Attachment below:​



​EJ Screen PM2.5 greater than 95 percentile​

​Source: https://pedp-ejscreen.azurewebsites.net/​




