Susan Bergquist

Washington State Department of Ecology
From: Susan Bergquist

I am writing to request a public hearing and submit comments on the Sabey Corporation's Air
Quality Notice of Construction and the WA State Department of Ecology's plan to approve this. I
am concerned because this project proposes 15 new diesel generators, adding to 11 existing ones,
which will degrade air quality and pose serious health risks to nearby communities.

First, I request a public hearing due to concern about the project's impacts. A hearing would allow
residents, tribal nations, and stakeholders to voice concerns directly and explore alternatives to
diesel generators.

My key concerns are as follows:

Health Risks from Diesel Emissions

Sabey's own Health Impact Assessment (HIA) shows that diesel exhaust particulate (DEP) and
nitrogen dioxide (NO-) exceed Washington's Acceptable Source Impact Levels (ASILs). These
pollutants trigger asthma, respiratory distress, and long-term health issues, particularly for children,
the elderly, and those with pre-existing conditions.

Cumulative Impacts are Ignored
Sabey's modeling only considers its own emissions, ignoring the cumulative air quality impacts of
other nearby data centers (e.g., Vantage, Microsoft) and existing pollution sources.

Inadequate Monitoring
The permit allows for no real-time monitoring of pollutants. This is insufficient to ensure
compliance with air quality standards or protect public health.

Environmental Justice Concerns

The facility is located in an area with existing environmental burdens, including wildfire smoke and
agricultural pollution. The additional pollution (increasing to 26 diesel generators at the site) will
disproportionately impact vulnerable populations, raising serious environmental justice concerns.

Clean Alternatives Not Considered

Sabey has not adequately explored cleaner alternatives like green hydrogen fuel cells. Other tech
companies (e.g., Microsoft, Google) are already using these technologies to reduce emissions from
backup power.

Approving this permit as written would fail to protect public health and air quality in East
Wenatchee. Thank you for your consideration.



