
Stephen Swanson 
 

Dear WA Department of Ecology,

Thank you for your work to protect communities and the environment through the Safer Products
for Washington process, and for producing a strong proposed report to the legislature. I'm proud to
live in a state with the strongest law on the books that addresses toxic chemicals in consumer
products.

As a person of faith, I believe that we have a moral obligation to restrict use of toxic chemicals in
common and heavily used products, especially since the studied products are often sources of
exposure to children, people of childbearing age, and highly impacted communities, which are often
communities of color.

I am glad to see that the draft report proposes restrictions on PFAS, organohalogens and
organophosphate flame retardants (OFR and OPFRs), phenolic compounds (bisphenols and
alkylphenol ethoxylates), phthalates, and PCBs. Thank you for doing the scientific detective work
of finding safer alternatives for nearly all of the studied product categories.

I support the strongest possible restrictions of these toxic chemicals in consumer products and
believe it is essential that the draft protections not be watered down during this process. The faith
community will be looking for strong final proposed restrictions and we hope to see our shared
values of safety, responsibility, and stewardship maintained in the final report.

I also urge Ecology to do whatever you can to speed up the Safer Products for Washington program.
As retailers continue to voluntarily phase out the use of these chemicals in products, it makes sense
to accelerate the timeline for the second round of the Safer Products process. My family have been
poisoned by the US Navy's use of PFAS based AFFF. My wife and I and the renters of our guest
cottage have seriously high levels of 6 different PFAS compounds in our blood. We have not been
compensated for the loss of our well, aquifer, filtration equipment or the damage to our health.
These forever chemicals have substitutes but when I presented this data to the Naval Air Station
commander he said: "We are Federal and don't have to follow your State laws."

On a positive note, My daughter-in-law informed me that the x-country ski racing community has
now banned PFAS based waxes and wax removers. That is especially good news for the wells in
the Methow Valley which rely on the yearly snow pack being free of toxic contaminants.

Thank you again for your dedication to protecting Washington from toxic chemicals through this
prevention-based process of stopping contamination at the source.

Sincerely,
Dr. Stephen Swanson
15203 State Route 20 Coupeville, WA 98239-4506
swnsnisle@aol.com


