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Crosslinked Polyethylene (PEX) 

Like HDPE and PP, there are few health hazards in the main content of the pipes themselves, but 
there is concern that chemicals can leach from the pipes or break down into other chemicals that 
leach from the pipes.[19] Water supplied from PEX pipes is also sometimes known to have taste and 
odor problems.[20] Some studies indicate that more chemicals can leach from PEX than from the 
plastics ranked higher in this Hazard Spectrum.[21] These pipes are installed using a variety of 
polymer and metal fittings. PEX is the only type of pipe on the Hazard Spectrum that cannot be 
recycled into new pipes, so its end-of-life options are limited. 
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Under typical conditions, copper pipes contain the fewest 
health hazards among the pipes included in this Hazard 
Spectrum. Solders and fluxes can contain lead, a 
persistent and bioaccumulative toxicant, and other heavy 
metals.Because U.S. federal law allows solders and fluxes 
to contain up to 0.2% lead by weight and still be labeled 
“lead free,” even “lead free” solders may still ... 
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