
Zoey Plut 
 

Dear Rulemaking Lead Fran Sant,

My name is Zoey, I’m 20 years old and because of climate change I am not expecting to live past
50. I can’t have children because I’m not sure they’d even reach my age before the world becomes
uninhabitable. I study environmental science so trust that I know what I’m talking about. The
science is indisputable and the number of lives already being impacted is vast. Legislators have real
power to help, to be literal planet-saving heroes. There is no time to worry about being elected
again or losing funding from corporate organizations. Please take action to support these new rules.

The new rules must:

  *Acknowledge and uphold Treaty rights. Engage in meaningful consultation, and fulfill the trust
responsibility to protect and preserve the natural ecosystems and resources.
  *Include community health assessments. Understanding the impacts to Washington communities
and communities, potentially affected by any part of the project's life cycle, must be a prerequisite
to good decision-making by permitting authorities.
  *Safeguard communities from inadequate assessments. Create prerequisites that would preclude
agencies with conflict of interest, e.g. monetary interest in a project, from being in charge of the
permit process as lead SEPA agency. Accountability is critical for ensuring accurate and full
analysis.
  *Require a climate test based on the best available science to assess a project’s impacts.
  *Require assessment methods of a project’s full lifecycle carbon footprint.
  *Include strong, enforceable mitigation requirements grounded in equity and with an aim of
reducing emissions.
  *When evaluating methane emissions, the more potent 20-year impact value should be used, in
recognition of the International Panel on Climate Change identifying a timeline of less than a
decade to make the unprecedented changes needed to avoid climate catastrophe.
  *Cumulative impacts must be included in the decision-making process, meaning that the emissions
of new or revised construction shall not be analyzed by itself, but must include the gross emissions
of all emissions in the region with the impacts to the residents.

Please take a stand for justice, healthy communities, and a liveable planet! Do it for the children, the
Global South, and your own ethical standing.


