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NovoHydrogen, Inc.

NovoHydrogen (“Novo”) is pleased to provide comments to the Washington Clean Energy Siting
Council (“Council”) regarding the draft of their annual legislative report to identify actions to
improve siting and permitting of clean energy projects. We appreciate the opportunity to engage
with the Department of Ecology (“Ecology), Department of Commerce (“Commerce”), and other
relevant Council staff during this process.
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July 26, 2024

Washington Department of Ecology
State of Washington

P.O. Box 47600

Olympia, WA 98504-7600

Washington Department of Commerce
State of Washington

P.O. Box 42525

Olympia, WA 98504-2525

RE: Request for Comment on the Washington Clean Energy Siting Council’s Annual Legislative
Report

Dear Ecology/Commerce staff and members of the Clean Energy Siting Council,

NovoHydrogen is pleased to provide comments on the annual legislative report with
recommendations for improving clean energy planning and permitting processes in Washington.
We appreciate the opportunity to engage with Council staff during this process.

Novo is a green hydrogen project developer based in the United States with several decades of
combined renewable energy development and oil and gas experience throughout North America.
Novo brings this expertise to the difficult-to-decarbonize industrial, transportation, and power
sectors through the development and supply of green hydrogen. Novo’s core areas of focus include
the origination, procurement, project development, financial structuring, construction, and
operation of green hydrogen production facilities. Washington is a key market for Novo.

We commend efforts made to identify actions to improve siting and permitting of clean energy
projects in Washington in support of the State’s renewable energy goals. We urge the Council to

consider the following comments in advance of issuing the final report in October.

Planning Statewide Clean Energy Development

1. Establish standardized clean energy definitions in the state code that can be shared
with local governments. Building on the recommendation to integrate clean energy
development into local government planning and zoning, Novo advocates for the sharing of
definitions established in state codes with local governments at the county or municipal
level. Sharing standard definitions for terms such as renewable energy or green electrolytic
hydrogen with local governments is essential for widescale deployment of clean energy
projects. Adopting definitions from state agencies with deep expertise in the energy industry
also streamlines county and municipal level efforts and allows their already limited
bandwidth to be spent elsewhere.
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2. Create educational initiatives for emerging clean energy solutions. As clean energy
technologies evolve and become more widely deployed, it’s important that decision-makers
across all levels of government stay informed on different types of solutions. This could look
like a lead agency such as Ecology, Commerce, or another relevant department holding
informational webinars on clean energy technologies, organizing roundtable discussions
with industry leaders to debunk myths, or even facilitating direct meetings between
policymakers and developers to discuss projects. Novo also supports the development of
industry-led coalitions, groups, or committees that could periodically share information on
relevant clean energy technologies with decisionmakers.

Permitting Improvements

1. Coordinate/share best practices for hydrogen permitting at the municipal and county
levels. Building on the streamlined permitting incentives outlined in HB 1216, the
Governor's office and other agencies should integrate streamlined permitting reforms (e.g
assigning lead agencies, shortening environmental review processes, etc.) for green
hydrogen and other clean energy infrastructure projects with local governments consistent
with changes made to National Environmental Policy Act.

2. Create avoluntary permitting process whereby a state agency can process
applications directly. Novo supports the creation of a voluntary permitting process that
allows Ecology or other relevant agencies to directly process applications for projects that
run into trouble with local permitting authorities. California has developed two processes
that help achieve this goal. First, California’s Permit Streamlining Act imposes time limits for
state and local government agencies to process permits. Permits are deemed approved if
local agencies fail to comply with the proper time restrictions. Second, California’s Opt-in
Certification Program allows qualified projects that face pushback from local permitting
authorities to get themselves permitted through the California Energy Commission (CEC).
Emulating these models would enable Washington to improve its clean energy permitting
process.

3. Initiate pre-application engagement with project developers. Novo supports the
recommendation to increase access to pre-application permit discussions with lead
agencies. This is especially important for smaller developers that don’t have the staff
capacity to sort through all the relevant options for different permits. As such, developers
may not be aware of pre-application options. Lead agencies should be tasked with
developing more outreach materials to explain the purpose and benefits of early
discussions with project developers. Before pre-application engagement begins, however,
Novo recommends establishing a statewide industry-led group to provide information for
lead agencies and permitting authorities on relevant clean energy topics such as green
hydrogen projects. Such methods of information sharing will make pre-application
meetings more productive.

4. Develop guidance documents for permit applications. Novo supports the Council’s
recommendation to develop mitigation guidance documents specific to clean energy types,


https://ccjh804.na1.hs-sales-engage.com/Ctc/2K+23284/cCJh804/JlFbTjqZW8wNnMl6lZ3psW1tmsCN7rw7KJW3gWMKc8MJXMKW77zW9z8D_HVLW164MmV7FRt6PW5KSK6_36-tt7W7Fx1CS6HjpXhW4CDXWF5w_M91W258K9Z5HkQSbW1946hQ5zpnGyW4Djtvj8xSbM6W5dHtr786Cvj-W3k-n3D1PLy-9W6LL8WS75fqw4W44dfXJ28bBkFW3dkJsl37cwHzVRy3Jk8d33HHW91B9Xg4NbyJJW8J-Lhj3SRfzVN6lZyCg4vCBpW77BSns4DFj8bW2Jrh0X2Tk2GtW63PB0T73kS3MW5-sc6v6Mhvx-W6wwRxX8wZ4S-VRf9fV63z7mHN2Q9hmVz-_FpW8YRKbX5-P7hZW7hjR865NqmBWW946Gpq53Bq45W6Z9Gb-6RSzF6W6lG-NP56zGMSW1t4dJw5WB2sPW1mZCk49h2CWdW8Tk5W038y5FnW3Lxfwm8rl_gmW6PtMc82vRNcBW5LW86g3pWCgPW4WHw832YkPKdW8-FVHk6n-YNVW4X7QcF84chyFVJyB5n70xsvzW60dTss3F8QLBW3rmJTm2YlDXSVmh_mV6WFZBbW94gyfV3LB1kHN5pw8zKxlyFtW3bGvM82tPWpJN2yWKfWmggkrW64bl8k6xwB0rN46jHdd8pKH8W2db6dj7Vs5y8W4V0s7R8Z93lqW2f3frV1mVlXgN6_5MmrfqN46W25SxSP9dfJF6N2NCnqysHmV4W1V_gQP67VWlGW1ddsXy15B61xW8ZdrLH1ybjCpW4dBv4N3fldfDW1zplqN56N3_sW26yjbc8Cx66-W744P9L23B186W2VB6dD4-fy9kW8mL3Dd6fbBVdW4vlp4V1WWyStW5frFpT8PVnh5V8X95-84FDnjW4gk4hw4mKw-HW4R9Fpg2XvH6dW4rzc0f5DtVqlW2Cv35w6LNGP0W57M-bT8JJN80VVM4M_3d6FX2W2tPT5k8TPD7rW3k6cX21H515kW26QTpZ8Y_ng4W84MN5g7VjVKMN4dstzx6v5kvW2bprNz6hwFgMW6wCT1C2ScKYhMQ50MHry3N3W39HSSY3-LXXQW7NjgWZ34SwF2W5hN4ld7cY46vW10PWz94-8tLVW8Zxd_v1-k0QHW4vhl4k5VRYnPN24WZGGfRbPYVD7XNL54D2crW4hMqhb67p2VHW7-2K4C1VB-THf423pTW04
https://www.cacities.org/UploadedFiles/LeagueInternet/c1/c1174374-f6b2-4723-af76-b0d8ddcc60e0.pdf
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/topics/power-plants/opt-certification-program
https://www.energy.ca.gov/programs-and-topics/topics/power-plants/opt-certification-program
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resources, and geographic areas. Agencies should proactively work with developers and
relevant stakeholders to identify mitigation strategies to address common siting concerns.
Ecology and other agencies should also continue to develop Programmatic Environmental
Impact Statements (PEISs) and permit checklists for projects that help achieve
Washington’s clean energy goals. These documents help streamline the permitting process
and foster early engagement with developers.

We thank you again for the opportunity to provide these comments, and we look forward to
continued engagement with Council staff.

Sincerely,

(Wl —

Manka Khanna
Chief Commercial Officer
NovoHydrogen



