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Enhanced Geothermal Systems (EGS) is 24/7 base load energy, unlike nuclear which must be shut
down for scheduled refueling and maintenance. BUT, if we continue to fund nuclear, small modular
nuclear reactors (SMNRs), there will be no public dollars left to fund renewables. Please see the
attachment to read what the problems are with the nuclear currently being pursued by Amazon and
Energy Northwest, previously Washington Public Power Supply System (WPPSS) aka "Whoops"
because, in trying to build nuclear in the 1980s, Washington State suffered the largest bond failure
in US history.

EGS offers the potential to provide limitless clean energy and power to over 65 million American
homes. EGS technology will access the vast heat in the Earth's crust, potentially meeting global
energy needs for 2,800 years at current consumption rates.

It also provides siting flexibility, extends the life of existing geothermal fields, and offers firm,
flexible power that is not weather-dependent.

Currently, the U.S. Department of Energy is using FORGE (Frontier Observatory for Research in
Geothermal Energy) to advance commercial viability. The state of Washington has three EGS areas
currently being considered, but each has not been adequately funded. The Confederated Umatilla
Nation has funded their own EGS investigation, with help from the state of Oregon--it's about time
that Washington State stepped up and began fully funding this project; after all, the state is at least
partially responsible for poisoning their lands and people.



RESOLUTION IN OPPOSITION TO HB 2090 / SB 5821

WHEREAS with HB 2090 / SB 5821 the Republican prime sponsors seek to dictate the results of the biennial
energy strategy study by the Washington State Department of Commerce (DOC), and have enlisted Amazon
to fund portions, with taxpayers, possibly giving all of the power to Amazon ("Amazon will take all of it [the
power] if the power prices are too high for local utilities to afford") — and the residents of this state never
realize any benefit from their tax investments [1]. Providing “expedited review” (2) in agreement with Pres
Trump’s Executive Orders (3).

WHEREAS these bills direct DOC to "specifically consider at a minimum" the possibility of “expediting or
curtailing state siting and permitting requirements” [2] which applies to the proposed project at Hanford, “the
most contaminated site in the Western Hemisphere.” [4] This conflicts with the position of the Confederated
Yakama Nation, and the Umatilla Confederated Tribes Indian Reservation [5]. Amazon’s investment, in 12
SMNRs, gives it “first access” to power produced at the site, to run its Al data centers in Eastern Oregon [6].
Oregon has a moratorium on nuclear until there is a federally licensed permanent disposal facility and
statewide voter approval [7].

WHEREAS the US has less than 1% of the world’s uranium reserves, near 99% of uranium imports come from
Kazakhstan, Russia, and Australia, leading to resource wars [8]. Uranium mining, refining, shipping, and waste
management are carbon intensive, contributing to environmental degradation, increased cancers [9].

The bills state the “feasibility of adding new fission nuclear power...is furthered substantially by recent
advancements” including “spent fuel solutions” and “waste disposal policies and programs” [2]. There are no
recent, viable advancements in "spent fuel solutions," and "waste disposal policies and programs" are
problematic. Spent fuel is stored in temporary above-ground facilities at reactor sites, and remains radioactive
for hundreds of thousands of years [10]. “Studies have shown that most SMNR reactor designs will actually
increase the volume of nuclear waste, by factors of 2 to 30 for the reactors in our case study.” [11].

WHEREAS it is 12 years to completion of nuclear, including SMNRs. New nuclear is useless in solving climate
crises.The new nuclear reactors in the U.S. (Vogtle) were 7 years behind schedule and $17 billion over budget.
They had a capital cost of $16/Watt, 16 times that of new solar and wind [12]. Accounting for capacity factors,
that is 3 to 8 times the cost per kWh of new solar or wind, which take only 1-3 years from planning to operation.
Rooftop solar, less than 1 year. We’d be waiting 15 years longer for something that is 3 to 8 times more
expensive [13]. The Price Anderson Act limits liability for nuclear owners/operators, leaving the public liable
[14]. President Trump’s NRC race to a nuclear abbreviated schedule abandons its obligation to protect public
health, safety, and the environment. [15].

WHEREAS, while many other countries, most of Europe, are nearing 100% renewable energy, the U.S.
investment in nuclear power diverts capital and resources needed for more efficient climate renewable
solutions [16, 17, 18, 19, 20]. Lithium-ion battery recycling patents grew at an annual rate of 56% from 2017-
2022. Salt and air batteries are long lived and recyclable [21]. “Battery pack storage costs for wind, water, and
solar are dropping so low that they eliminate the argument for using fossil fuels or nuclear moving forward” [13]
“prices for stationary storage, down to $70/kWh in 2025, a 45% decrease since 2024" [22].

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, Washington State Democrats call for legislators to vote no on HB 2090 and
SB 5821, allowing the DOC to complete its biennial energy strategy study without interference; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, a federally licensed, permanent, and safe disposal facility for spent nuclear
fuel and high-level radioactive waste must be in place before a site certificate for any nuclear, regardless of
size, is granted and before public or private financing is approved. Residents taking risks, deserve a vote.

THEREFORE BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, Washington State representatives of the people, acting on behalf
of their constituents—not corporations—must invest public and private dollars on affordable renewables and
storage: wind and solar, which are faster, cheaper, and more efficient.
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14.President Trump’s Executive Orders remove nuclear safety https://beyondnuclearinternational.org/2025/12/28/trump-regulators-ripped/

15.Nuclear diverts investment from clean renewables, creating more carbon https://www.nirs.org/climate/
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