Audubon Washington suggested language for Clean Energy Siting Council draft EJ Toolkit
On pg. 29 under “Building Block #1: Learn about the host communities in and around the area being considered for development,” there is an opportunity to include mention of environmental conditions. See below:
“Before engaging any potentially impacted community, developers should learn about the current and historic socioeconomic and geographic environmental conditions of the communities in and around the area being considered for development. A baseline understanding of these conditions and which elements of the surrounding ecosystems communities value and are invested in protecting will help developers form an initial understanding of how a clean energy project may be perceived by or affect a community, which in turn will indicate the types of community leaders to engage who can further that understanding. Positive engagement can create effective solutions by drawing on local knowledge from a diverse group to create solutions that are effective, relevant, and practical. Further, developers should take the time to research and understand the local economy and job sectors, including potential local unions. Developers should also take the time to research and understand the natural resources, wildlife, recreation opportunities, and conservation areas that may be important to local communities.”
On page 30, the following additions may also be valuable: 
“Research prior infrastructure and industrial development processes that occurred in the community to better understand the community’s relationship with development and developers. For these past projects, attempt to identify and assess who benefitted, who was negatively impacted, and how, as well as how the projects may have impacted key environmental conditions important to the community."
Finally, on page 59, under “Building Block #3: Connecting with local organizations for resources,” consider adding “local wildlife and conservation groups” to the list of groups for potential outreach.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. 


