


The City of Enumclaw has reviewed the proposed rulemaking to Chapter 173-350 WAC - Solid Waste Handling Standards (Organic Materials Management Rulemaking) and takes exception to section 173-350-220 (2) (f) Limit physical contaminants in incoming feedstocks to no more than two percent by volume.  The current rules allow physical contaminants to 5 percent.
The City believes the change from 5% physical contaminants to 2% physical contaminants places an unreasonable burden on city residents, composting facilities, and will ultimately generate more waste directed to landfills.  The City has an aggressive customer education program with what can and cannot be accepted in green waste disposal.  Despite the city’s best-efforts, contaminants do end up in the green waste stream and, with attentive drivers, some physical contaminants are removed before the load is accept onto the truck.  Ultimate determination of exceeding the physical contamination limit is made on the tipping floor, which, if a load is determined to exceed the limit will have the entire load rejected and ultimately moved to a landfill.  
The City anticipates the following impacts:
1. Rate increase for collection and disposal of yard waste.  Despite making every effort to keep physical contaminants from the green waste stream, the city will have to either prescreen the waste before transporting to the composter or risk having the load rejected on the composter’s tipping floor.  Having the load reject will increase the cost to dispose of the green waste as solid waste further filling limited landfill space.
2. Increased disposal costs from composters.  Composters will be taking on the additional burden of upgrading sorting equipment, labor, and inspecting and rejecting out of compliance loads.  The cost to implement these changes will ultimately be passed on the customer.
3. Disincentivize the City’s Green Waste Program.  The City’s green waste program is on a strictly voluntary basis; state law does not require cities with a population of 25,000 or less to provide a green waste collection and disposal program.  Increasing the cost and complexity of a green waste program will leave the city with no option but to reconsider landfilling green waste.
There is no evidence presented here that would suggest reducing the physical contaminants from 5% to 2% is necessary or achievable.  The Department of Ecology needs to conduct a cost-benefit analysis for a additional 3% removal of physical contaminants with benefits to the community and cost of implementation.  There are better policies and approaches for contamination reduction as this seems both costly and environmentally irresponsible.
The City request the physical contamination limit remain at 5% until further analysis by the Department of Ecology demonstrating an added benefit for an additional 3% removal of physical contaminants.



