		[image: ]

August 13, 2026

Chris Fredley
Solid Waste Management Rules Coordinator
Washington State Department of Ecology
PO Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504

Subject: Organics Management Law Rulemaking

Dear Mr. Fredley,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Ecology's proposed Organics Management Law rulemaking. Republic Services appreciates the Department's ongoing efforts to implement Washington's Organics Management Law goals.

Unfortunately, many of the concerns previously raised by stakeholders remain unaddressed. The current proposed rules continue to raise significant concerns about preserving source separation, supporting recycling and composting, and establishing appropriate oversight for depackaging facilities. 

Republic Services encourages Ecology to address the following concerns in the final rule to better support Washington's recycling, composting, and organics management objectives:
· Establish performance standards, recovery requirements, contamination limits, landfill residual limits, and reporting requirements for depackaging facilities.
· Remove broad exemptions for depackaging operations associated with composting or anaerobic digestion facilities.
· Clarify that food in packaging is not considered source separated material.
· Confirm that mixed waste containers do not meet source separation requirements within OML BOMAs.
· Maintain existing finished compost standards and avoid unnecessary requirements that increase costs for processors and ratepayers.

Protect Source Separation
We appreciate Ecology's removal of language suggesting commingled food waste and packaging qualifies as source separated material. However, the proposal remains unclear and appears to continue treating mixed waste collected in a single container as source separated.

Washington law establishes source separation as a core requirement for organics management, particularly within Business Organics Management Areas (BOMAs). Treating mixed waste as source separated is inconsistent with the statute and exceeds Ecology's rulemaking authority.  Source separation is an established best practice that delivers the highest diversion rates. Food waste should remain separated from packaging at the point of generation except in limited circumstances involving heavily packaged food.

Require Depackaging Facilities to Comply with Current Solid Waste Management Standards
The proposal still lacks clear, enforceable standards for depackaging facilities despite broad stakeholder support for such requirements. Without meaningful oversight, these facilities may accept highly contaminated materials, including mixed solid waste and recyclables, and classify them as organic material.



Key ongoing concerns with depackaging facilities include:
· Exemptions from permitting and performance standards for depackagers relative to composting or anaerobic digestion facilities.
· No limits or requirements for acceptable contamination or minimum recovery levels.
· Increased risk that recyclable and compostable material will ultimately be landfilled.
· Potential conflicts with existing local flow control requirements, municipal solid waste contracts, and related revenue streams.

Republic Services urges Ecology to establish recovery performance standards, contamination thresholds, landfill residual limits, and reporting requirements to ensure these facilities support, rather than undermine, recycling and composting practices and goals.

Reduce Additional Burdens on Composters
While we appreciate Ecology's removal of the proposed 2% inbound contamination limit, the current proposal continues to place additional burdens on composters through 1) new and potentially costly finished compost testing requirements, and 2) a 5% contamination limit without clear guidance on how contamination will be measured or calculated.  Before adopting the rule, Ecology should provide clear implementation guidance and avoid imposing standards that increase costs without improving outcomes.

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely,

Wendy Weiker

Wendy Weiker
Municipal Services Manager, Washington State
Republic Services
Email: wweiker@republicservices.com
Mobile:  206-390-7630

CC:	Rich Rinehart, Republic Services General Manager
Brad Lovaas, WRRA Executive Director
Jay Blazey, Cedar Grove General Counsel
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