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August 13, 2026

Mr. Chris Fredley
Rule Coordinator
Washington State Department of Ecology
300 Desmond Drive SE
Lacey, WA 98503

RE:  Sanitary Service Company, Inc.  (SSC) Comments on Revised Draft Rule Language – WAC 173-350 Organic Management


Sanitary Service Company, Inc. (SSC) appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on The Department of Ecology’s revised draft rule language for WAC 173-350.   SSC is a family owned solid waste collection company located in Bellingham, WA, serving much of Whatcom County since 1929.   SSC provides both residential and commercial collection of source-separated garbage, recycling, and compost throughout our service area.   

As a member of the Washington Refuse and Recycling Association (WRRA), SSC has been involved throughout the rulemaking process, and we appreciate Ecology’s continued engagement.  We also want to recognize that Ecology has made several revisions to the draft language based on feedback from stakeholders.   

SSC supports all of the comments made by WRRA regarding Rejected Loads and Ownership Responsibilities (WAC 173-350-025), Source Separation (WAC 173-350-100), Organic Materials Pre-Processing (WAC 173-350-215), Composting and Organic Materials Management Faculties (WAC 173-350-220), and Anaerobic Digestion (WAC 173-350-250).  We support WRRA’s comments and refer to their more detailed comment letter.  

In particular, SSC would like to focus our comments on Source Separation (WAC 173-350-100, 215, 220)

Washington’s organics diversion system has been built around consistent public education, container systems, and collection practices designed to keep organic materials separate from packaging and other contaminants.  Source separation is key to meeting our recycling goals. 

It is important that Ecology to maintain clear distinctions between:
· Organic materials appropriate for composting or digestion;
· Physical contaminants requiring removal or management; and
· Packaging or other materials that should continue to be addressed through recycling or disposal pathways.

Clear definitions are necessary to avoid confusion among generators, haulers, facilities, and local governments implementing organics programs.

SC requests that Ecology add a negative definition or an express exclusion confirming that source separation does not include mechanical depackaging or the commingling of packaging with organic material at the point of generation. Vermont's revised rules include precisely such language, and Ecology has the clear authority to include it here.

SSC appreciates the opportunity to be part of the process and submit comments on the rule making.  We also appreciate Ecology’s efforts to make revisions throughout the stakeholder process based on input received.   

Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have regarding our comments at (360) 738-7853 or ted@ssc-inc.com.  

Sincerely, 

Ted Carlson

Ted Carlson
General Manager
Sanitary Service Company, Inc. 
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