City of Renton comments on draft battery stewardship plan

	Plan Section
	Comment

	IV. C. 1. Demonstrable Costs
	Demonstrable costs should include (a) staff time to attend required initial and annual training for handling batteries, (b) staff time to schedule battery pick ups, and (c) printing costs for collection site signage. If printing costs for signage aren’t covered, then the scope of the The Battery Network’s work under Section 2 of the local government service agreement should include providing printed signage at no cost.

	Appendix C. Local Government Reimbursement Template
	2. Services: Cost reimbursement is too slow. If reimbursement happens within 30 days of sorting, and sorting is typically completed within 90 days, reimbursement may not happen for 120 days. 


	Appendix C. Local Government Reimbursement Template
	9. Insurance: The insurance requirements for The Battery Network are vague and insufficient (“comprehensive insurance coverage with reputable insurers”). For example, the City of Renton’s consultant contract template has the following insurance requirements: 

“Consultant shall secure and maintain: 
A. Commercial general liability insurance in the minimum amounts of $1,000,000 for each occurrence/$2,000,000 aggregate for the Term of this Agreement. 
 
B. In the event that Work delivered pursuant to this Agreement either directly or indirectly involve or require Professional Services, Professional Liability, Errors and Omissions coverage shall be provided with minimum limits of $1,000,000 per occurrence. "Professional Services", for the purpose of this section, shall mean any Work provided by a licensed professional or Work that requires a professional standard of care. 
 
C. Workers’ compensation coverage, as required by the Industrial Insurance laws of the State of Washington, shall also be secured. 
 
D. Commercial Automobile Liability for owned, leased, hired or non-owned, leased, hired or non-owned, with minimum limits of $1,000,000 per occurrence combined single limit, if there will be any use of Consultant’s vehicles on the City’s Premises by or on behalf of the City, beyond normal commutes. 
 
E. Consultant shall name the City as an Additional Insured on its commercial general liability policy on a non-contributory primary basis. The City’s insurance policies shall not be a source for payment of any Consultant liability, nor shall the maintenance of any insurance required by this Agreement be construed to limit the liability of Consultant to the coverage provided by such insurance or otherwise limit the City’s recourse to any remedy available at law or in equity. 
 
F. Subject to the City’s review and acceptance, a certificate of insurance showing the proper endorsements, shall be delivered to the City before performing the Work. 
 
G. Consultant shall provide the City with written notice of any policy cancellation, within two (2) business days of their receipt of such notice.”

	Appendix C. Local Government Reimbursement Template
	10. Reimbursement Rate Adjustment: The Battery Network should not be able to unilaterally adjust the reimbursement rates. I can’t think of any contract that would allow this. There must be a process for adjusting the rate that requires the party requesting the rate change to demonstrate how the new rate was calculated and why the rate change is needed. Any change to the reimbursement rate must be agreed upon by both parties.




