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August 12, 2025 

Ms. Marian Abbett – Site Manager 

WA Department of Ecology 

Olympia, WA  

 

Re: Public comments – former Rayonier Mill site – Port Angeles, WA 

 

Dear Ms. Abbett, 

 

The Clallam County Democrats (CCD), affirm our unwavering commitment to wise environmental stewardship in 

accordance with our adopted Party Platform. As stated therein, “Restrictions on practices by individuals or corporations 

should be in accordance with protecting and conserving our environment or repairing degraded areas. We support 

environmental restoration and protection.” In upholding these values, CCD has consistently collaborated with our local, 

state, and federal elected officials, tribal partners, and state agencies to facilitate these goals. 

It has been almost thirty years since the Rayonier Mill site was razed, leaving behind more than 4,000 creosote pilings and 

a legacy of contaminants that continue to leach toxins into the Port Angeles harbor and its environs. During this time, CCD 

members and other dedicated local advocates have actively participated in restoring the Ennis Creek area, remarkably 

resulting in a return of salmonids to its waters—a testament to the power and necessity of restoration. But populations of the 

stream’s dominant Coho salmon and threatened steelhead have been diminishing over recent decades. 

On July 8, 2025, at the Department of Ecology (DOE) presentation held at the Field Arts & Events Hall in Port Angeles, 

public comment was clear and resounding: the community overwhelmingly supports a total cleanup of the former mill site. 

With the estimated cost for comprehensive remediation projected at $25 million, DOE officials referenced the Model Toxics 

Control Act (MTCA) and its requirement to weigh cleanup costs against projected benefits. We are deeply concerned that 

the DOE, citing these provisions, is considering a lesser option involving only partial removal and covering remaining 

contaminants with fabric and such materials as gravel, sand, and soil. Former mill operator Rayonier would be delegated to 

monitor periodically for leaks.  This proposed approach raises serious questions regarding value, accountability and 

efficacy.  There are no calculations including commercial and cultural value of the fish that could be damaged by leaving 

contaminants when calculating costs of removal versus benefits—it evokes the troubling image of the fox guarding the 

henhouse. 

When the will of the people is so clearly in favor of a full cleanup, we believe it is imperative to lend our voices in support of 

Option 5 – total cleanup, removal of all toxic waste, and remediation at this site.  Going forward, we will work with our 

elected officials to ensure that laws must evolve to reflect not only economic calculations, but our collective values and 

vision for the future. 
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Our community deserves action that reflects both scientific best practices and the expressed will of its citizens. 

On July 11, 2025, the Clallam County Democrats unanimously passed Resolution No. 2025-09 (attached), supporting total 

cleanup at the former Rayonier Mill site. We see Option 5 as the only path forward to ensure the health and well-being of 

current and future generations in our community.  We urge you to negotiate a full settlement with Rayonier, and its 

subsidiaries, to ensure this outcome. 

Sincerely,  

 
Ellen Menshew 

Chair, Clallam County Democrats 

clallamdemschair@gmail.com 

clallamdemschair@gmail.com

