
Thomas Banse
Public comment on Solid Wood Inc cleanup 

The Solid Wood Inc cleanup has the potential to leave a dual legacy: removal of an environmental
hazard AND opening a safer footpath through prime city parkland that has been theoretically off
limits to the taxpayers for far too long. Please slightly revise the draft cleanup action plan to specify
an additional desired cleanup result of an interim foot trail that is immediately useable once the
clean fill has been emplaced on site. 
As you have likely observed, Olympia residents routinely take advantage of the abandoned rail spur
to enjoy the water views and stroll in peace between Capitol Lake and West Bay Park – despite the
warning signs. The footfalls of thousands of people have pounded out a decent trail along the Budd
Inlet shore through the Solid Wood parcel and rail causeway. If the cleanup planners and
contractors pay heed, this footpath could be the precursor to the fabulous multi-use trail and
boardwalk that is envisioned there in the distant future under the city's plans for an expanded West
Bay Park. 
The biggest hurdles in the way of greater near-term public use of this trail corridor, besides the
pending cleanup, are the two deteriorating trestles. I was glad to see that the cleanup action plan
calls for the contractor to assess the north trestle and presumably install some decking and railings
to gain access to part of the jobsite. Please specify in the finalized cleanup action plan that the
trestle improvements including the decking be retained when the contractor demobilizes! 
Additionally, it would be great if the cleanup specifications directed the selected contractor to save
leftover boards, decking, fencing and/or railing material that could be used to give the same
temporary crossing treatment to the other trestle on the property, the Rainbow trestle. Ideally, the
city's can-do Public Works staff – or perhaps an Eagle Scout service project – could then take these
already-paid-for construction materials and make the Rainbow trestle less daunting to cross next
spring. 
There is a golden opportunity here to leverage this cleanup to achieve an early win in the next phase
of park development at no additional cost. I hope you will seize it. 

Thank you, 
Thomas Banse 
West Bay Park neighbor 
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