End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Kathryn Bromley

Lake Forest Park, WA 981557454



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Meg Sabatino

San Francisco, CA 98101



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Elizabeth Fortmann

Ferndale, WA 982489810



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,

Kiran Gill



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
virgil ripley

Seattle, WA 981255401



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Nancy Worsham

Spokane, WA 992011602



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Donna Davis

Bellingham, WA 982298975



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Nathan LacQuaye

Vancouver, WA 986633310



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Leslie Saelens

, Washington 98236



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
David Breckette

MAPLE VALLEY, WA 98038



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Denise Radow

Mercer Island, WA 97405



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Richard Nelson

Seattle, WA 981162739



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Sarah Cutler

Blaine, WA 98230



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Roger Delmar

Port Townsend, WA 98368



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Linda Murdock

Seattle, WA 981254049



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Teresa Tomasek

Kingston, WA 983469629



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
James Wiley

Tacoma, WA 98407



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Richard Johnson

Bellingham, WA 98227



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Joan Christensen

llwaco, WA 98624



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Robert Blumenthal

Seattle, WA 98115



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Sarah Sanford

Kirkland, WA 98033



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Mary Ann Farley

Spokane, WA 992021821



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Julie Boss

, Washington 98028



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Tricia Nakoma

Seattle, WA 87507



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Melanie Morin

Edmonds, WA 98026



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Charlotte Cherzan

Battle Ground, WA 98604



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Renee Harris

Bellevue, WA 980085619



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Beth Eisenbeis

Bothell, WA 980127937



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Sam Garbi

Vancouver, WA 986642860



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
David Thompson

Spokane, WA 99217



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Tony Porto

CHIMACUM, WA 98325



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Ann Bradshaw

Lake Stevens, WA 982583791



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Rose Marie Gai

Woodinville, WA 98072



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Diane Carlson

Glenwood, WA 986199023



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Guy Purdy

Kenmore, WA 980284637



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Polly Taylor

Olympia, WA 985012302



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Gale Kessler

MERCER ISLAND, WA 98040



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Deborah Schulte

Seattle, WA 981052159



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Gail Tedford

Bremerton, WA 983370100



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Patricia Evans

Everett, WA 982035079



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
John Shattuck

Olympia, WA 985014779



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There is
currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process and
decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting an
Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected species.
Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting processes
and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all impacted
local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits. Ecology should
place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these actions are fully
and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated to do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance to all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Hap Enzi

Walla Walla, WA 99362



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Stephanie Bell

Seatac, WA 98198-4207



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Robert Long

Seattle, WA 98106



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Angela Swanson

CONCRETE, WA 98237



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Renne Adams

Redmond, WA 98052



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Kameron Durnan

Ellensburg, WA 989262242



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
annika bowden

Seattle, WA 981162889



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Victoria Urias

Seattle, WA 98125



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been shitting in our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am fucking outraged to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public will and
prepared draft water quality permits that gives Cooke Aquaculture the ability to bypass the industry
phaseout and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout. These must be
removed!

| am telling you to get off your worthless bureaucratic ass and realize the importance making a decision
for the future of this vital water quality issue. Your agency is going to get sued. There is already litigation
pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process and decision, and the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting an Endangered Species
Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected species. Both of these
developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting processes and decisions
before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all impacted local, state,
federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits. Ecology should place a
hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these actions are fully and
finally completed.

Moreover, | demand the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a



different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from
our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Jeremiah Donier

Freeland, WA 982499776



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Eden Teachout

Olympia, WA 985017128



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Adam Udovich

Olympia, WA 985023821



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Adeline Parker

Federal Way, WA 98003



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Kathyryn Oliver

Bainbridge Island, WA 981101710



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Sally Thrall

Seattle, WA 981074103



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Jim Bartley

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Patricia Schroeder

Port Angeles, WA 98363



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks associated with this industry and not limit the scope of
their review to risks associated with only a change of species.

Finally, speaking to the draft permits themselves, Ecology is obligated do all it can to ensure Cooke's
compliance of all rules and limitations set by the NPDES permits. Any noncompliance should swiftly be
met with harsh penalties, including immediate permit revocation. Cooke's escape prevention and
escape response plans must be carefully considered in this permit process as well. We cannot afford to
let another Cypress Island spill occur in Puget Sound.

In short, | urge Ecology to heed extreme caution before reaching a decision on the draft water discharge
permits, as they would allow the company to continue operating its net pens in the state.
Pharmaceuticals, viruses, parasites, excess nutrients, and other water quality concerns have been
paramount with Cooke's Atlantic salmon operations. These issues are not mitigated by simply raising a
different fish species — even if the stock is partially sterile/all-female. The only way to truly protect our
coastline and wildlife from the harms of industrial ocean fish farming is to remove the operations from



our waters entirely. Moreover, it's clear from recent history that Cooke has no intention of operating in
accordance with our environmental conservation and protection laws and regulations. Therefore, any
proposed, tougher restrictions — although well-intended — are not enough. Cooke's destructive facilities
have no place in our waters.

Please do all you can to end Cooke's incredibly harmful practices in our waterways as soon as possible,
including by proceeding with extreme caution and eventually denying Cooke's NDPES permit
applications.

Sincerely,
Monica Albin

Kenmore, WA 98028



End Cooke Aquaculture's operations
"Dear Ms. Niewolny:

Industrial ocean fish farming has been polluting our waters and harming our wild, native salmon for far
too long. | am distraught to see that the Department of Ecology has gone against public opinion and
prepared draft water quality permits that will allow Cooke Aquaculture to bypass the industry phaseout
and transition its existing Puget Sound net pens to cultivate steelhead trout.

| want to urge the importance of waiting to reach a decision on the water quality permits at issue. There
is currently litigation pending against the Department of Fish and Wildlife's flawed permitting process
and decision, and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration is in the process of conducting
an Endangered Species Act biological opinion on the impacts of Puget Sound net pens on protected
species. Both of these developments are ongoing, and both will impact the water quality permitting
processes and decisions before Ecology. In addition, Ecology should undergo formal consultation with all
impacted local, state, federal, and tribal governments before reaching a decision on these permits.
Ecology should place a hold on any further action related to the draft water quality permits until these
actions are fully and finally completed.

Moreover, | request the Department of Ecology to revisit its conclusion that the issuance of these
permits will not change the effect to water quality in Puget Sound. First, there is substantial new
information that was not considered during the SEPA process for the permits (including Cooke's plan for
marking steelhead, Cooke’s “no-recovery response” plan, and Cooke's plans for new pen structures).
Second, Washington's landmark 2018 law, HB2957, created a new and stricter regulatory regime for
marine net pen aquaculture, which places higher standards for regulating and monitoring water quality.
Under HB2957, Ecology must adopt the new standard of review to achieve the state's goal to
“eliminate...escapement and to eliminate negative impacts to water quality and native fish, shellfish,
and wildlife." Third, switching species from Atlantic salmon to steelhead trout does not reduce the
rampant daily pollution and water quality risks posed by open water net pen aquaculture. In fact, the
proposed change in species poses new and different risks, and there are a number of inherent problems
with this industry regardless of the species being cultivated (including but not limited to, fish effluent
and waste, amplification and discharge of pathogens, and discharge of antibiotics and medical effluent).
Ecology should reconsider all water quality risks 