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My comments relate directly to the Lower Snake River downstream of Clarkston, Washington; and
to the current concept of trying to maintain Water Temperatures at less than 68 Degrees Fahrenheit;
primarily through the controlled release of Dworshak Reservoir water.

The United States Geological Survey (USGS) regularly collected daily Water Temperature data for
several years on the Lower Snake River in the 1950's; which was 'prior to the construction of the
four (4) Lower Snake River Dams' (Ice Harbor, Lower Monumental, Little Goose, and Lower
Granite Dams). This USGS Water Temperature Data therefore represents 'Natural Conditions' along
the Lower Snake River; defined as being 'pre-Lower Snake River Dams.' The USGS Water
Temperature Data was published in their Water Supply Papers; and copies of this Data are attached
to this Comment Submittal as a PDF. As can be seen from this published USGS Water Temperature
Data, exceeding 68 Degrees F was an 'annual occurrence' for days/weeks at a time; even on the
'pre-Dammed Lower Snake River.' Maximum Water Temperatures noted in the USGS Data reached
into the 'high 70s F' on occasion.
I request that this Published USGS Water Temperature Data obtained under 'pre-Lower Snake River
Dams Conditions' be considered as part of the current process of discerning the Washington State
Water Quality Standards for Water Temperatures on the Lower Snake River; and be considered as
part of the 'Scientific Determination' of acceptable Maximum Water Temperatures on the Lower
Snake River. Based on the 1950s USGS Data, the 68 Degrees F upper limit currently targeted
appears to be quite unrealistic; and appears to be 'quite Un-Natural' based on the actual 'pre-Lower
Snake River Dam' conditions experienced and scientifically documented in the 1950s by the United
States Geological Survey (USGS).
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