
Joint Comment Letter 
 

Please receive the attached joint comment letter on the Triennial Review signed by 50 organizations.

If you would like to respond to all signatories of the letter you can send an email to
tom@wawild.org and I will distribute it to all signatories.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 16, 2021  
 
Marla Koberstein  
Water Quality Standards Project Manager  
Washington State Department of Ecology 
PO Box 47600  
Olympia, WA 98504-7600  
 
Re: Comments on 2021 Triennial Review of Surface Water Quality Standards: Draft Work Plan to Update the 
Water Quality Standards for 2022-2024  
 
Dear Ms. Koberstein: 
 
We, the undersigned 50 organizations, appreciate the opportunity to comment on the Washington 
Department of Ecology’s 2021 Triennial Review of Surface Water Quality Standards: Draft Work Plan to Update 
the Water Quality Standards for 2022-2024 (Draft Work Plan), dated July 2021. We support Ecology’s work to 
comply with the federal Clean Water Act and review surface water quality standards through the Triennial 
Review process. This process is essential to identify priorities for work that Ecology is going to undertake 
between 2022 and 2024.  
 
Our organizations support efforts to protect the ecologically, culturally, and recreationally important rivers, 
streams, and wetlands, in Washington State. These waterbodies provide clean drinking water for communities, 
support local economies, are critical to the health and abundance of fish and wildlife species, and provide 
numerous recreation opportunities for Washingtonians and visitors including fishing, boating, hiking and 
camping. Equally important, Washington’s rivers and streams provide the foundation for supporting tribal 
treaty rights and lifeways of several sovereign tribes who have stewarded these lands for time immemorial. 



Safeguarding Washington’s rivers will ensure that these treasures are protected for current and future 
generations.  
 
The Draft Work Plan includes a list of projects that Ecology is initiating or considering undertaking between 
2022-2024. Among the projects being considered are rulemakings in response to requests to update the state 
water quality standards and designate several river systems as Tier III(A) Outstanding Resource Waters (ORWs) 
pursuant to WAC 173-201A-330. Nominations to designate the Cascade River (Skagit County), Green River 
(Skamania and Lewis counties), and Napeequa River (Chelan County) were submitted to Ecology on June 24, 
2021 by several of the undersigned organizations.  
 
The federal Clean Water Act provides an opportunity for states to identify their highest quality waters as 
outstanding resource waters and provide extra protection from future sources of degradation. ORWs are high 
quality waters that constitute an outstanding state resource due to their extraordinary water quality or 
ecological or recreational values. Once a water is designated as a Tier III(A) ORW, it needs to be maintained 
and protected from all degradation. Although Washington has an abundance of high-quality waters that are 
important to protect, to date Ecology has not designated any ORWs. Other western states, including Oregon, 
Colorado, New Mexico and Arizona have taken advantage of this opportunity under the Clean Water Act to 
protect priority rivers.  
 
The Cascade, Green and Napeequa rivers in Washington State all meet multiple regulatory criteria for ORW 
designation and are deserving of protection as ORWs. All three of the river systems are pristine and located in 
protected areas; have both excellent water quality and regionally unique recreational value; and have 
statewide ecological significance. Designation of these river systems would benefit the state’s people, its 
economy, its wildlife, and its salmon. It is essential that the state take steps now to protect some of its 
remaining high-quality rivers that provide numerous benefits to Washingtonians. As impacts from climate 
change become increasingly more evident, protecting our high-quality rivers and streams is an essential 
investment for our future.  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We urge Ecology to prioritize ORW rulemakings for the Cascade, 
Green (Mount St. Helens), and Napeequa rivers in the final work plan, which will reflect projects Ecology will 
initiate from 2022-2024.  
 
Sincerely,  
 

Tom Uniack  
Executive Director  
Washington Wild  
 
Jessica Helsley  
Director Washington Program  
Wild Salmon Center  
 
Molly Whitney  
Executive Director  
Cascade Forest Conservancy  
 
Dean Finnerty  
NW Director A.C.P.  
Trout Unlimited 
 

Thomas O’Keefe, PhD  
Pacific Northwest Stewardship Director  
American Whitewater  
 
Brett Swift 
Senior Officer, US Public Lands & Rivers Conservation 

The Pew Charitable Trusts  
 
Wendy McDermott  
Puget Sound-Columbia Basin Director  
American Rivers 
 
James Schroeder 
Director of Conservation 
The Nature Conservancy in Washington 
 



Arthur Campbell 
President 
North Central Washington Audubon Society  
 
Peter Bahls 
Executive Director 
Northwest Watershed Institute 
 
Molly Doran 
Executive Director 
Skagit Land Trust 
 
Donna Osseward 
President 
Olympic Park Advocates 
 
Patricia Jones 
Executive Director 
Olympic Forest Coalition  
 
Joseph Bogaard 
Executive Director 
Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition 
 
Trish Rolfe 
Executive Director 
Center for Environmental Law & Policy 
 
Kim McDonald 
President 
Fish Not Gold 
 
Mark Riskedahl 
Executive Director 
Northwest Environmental Defense Center 
 
Robert Kaye  
Chair, Conservation Committee 
North Cascades Audubon Society 
 
Margie Van Cleve 
Conservation Chair 
WA Chapter Sierra Club 
 
Susan Saul 
Conservation Chair 
Vancouver Audubon Society 
 

Kirk Kirkland  
Conservation Chair 
Tahoma Audubon Society 
 
Mike Clancy 
Conservation Chair 
Washington State Council, Fly Fishers International  
 
Jasmine Minbashian 
Executive Director 
Methow Valley Citizens Coalition 
 
Jeremy Lucas 
Vice President 
Eastside Audubon 
 
Judy Hallisey 
President 
Kittitas Audubon Society 
 
Michael Aquilino 
President  
Yakima River Runners 
 
Dave Mainer 
President 
Paddle Trails Canoe Club 
 
Timothy Coleman 
Executive Director 
Kettle Range Conservation Group 
 
Timothy Manns 
Conservation Chair 
Skagit Audubon Society 
 
Megan Birzell 
Washington State Director 
The Wilderness Society 
 
Rob Smith 
Northwest Regional Director 
National Parks Conservation Association 
 
Phil Fenner 
President 
North Cascades Conservation Council 
 



Matt Little 
Conservation Policy Chair 
Washington Backcountry Hunters and Anglers 
 
Bill Derry 
Vice President 
Pilchuck Audubon Society 
 
Kurt Beardslee 
Executive Director 
Wild Fish Conservancy 
 
J. Michelle Swope 
Washington State Coordinator 
Native Fish Society 
 
Andree Hurley 
Executive Director 
Washington Water Trails Association 
 
Tomas J. Tabisola   
President 
Washington Kayak Club 
 
Carol Price 
Secretary 
Kitsap Environmental Coalition 
 
Sam Merrill, Chair 
Conservation Committee 
Black Hills Audubon Society 
 
Susan Chatlos-Susor 
President 
Friends of Heybrook Ridge 
 
John McGlenn 
President 
Washington Wildlife Federation 
 
Greg Haller 
Executive Director 
Pacific Rivers 
 
Betsy Robblee  
Conservation & Advocacy Director 
The Mountaineers 
 

Michael Davis 
President 
Mount Baker Club 
 
Rick McGuire 
President 
Alpine Lakes Protection Society 
 
Jill Silver 
Executive Director 
10,000 Years Institute 
 
Greg Topf 
Board Chair 
Wild Steelhead Coalition 
 
Dan Streiffert 
Conservation Chair 
Rainier Audubon Society 
 
Yvonne Kraus 
Executive Director 
Evergreen Mountain Bike Alliance 
 
 
 
 
 


