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The Environmental Protection Agency was first alerted to the health hazards
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of toxic fluorinated chemicals, known as PFAS, in 1998. In the decades since,
the agency has failed to set enforceable regulations on PFAS in drinking
water, food, food packaging and a wide array of other everyday consumer

goods.

In 2009 and 2019, the EPA announced toothless PFAS “action plans” that fall
far short of what is needed to protect Americans, even as reams of studies
have linked some PFAS to cancer, reproductive and immune system harm,

thyroid disease and other serious health impacts.

D OWN L OAD AL L D O C UM E N T S (https://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/EPA-PFAS-Timeline-

10-21.pdf)

1998

3M alerts EPA that PFOS, the PFAS chemical in Scotchgard, builds

up in blood.
DOWN LOAD DOCU M E NT (https://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/1998 3M-Alerts-

EPApdf? ga=2.24803514.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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1998

3M sends rat studies to EPA, showing liver damage from PFAS

€xposure.

DOWN LOAD DOC U M E NT (hitps ://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/1998 _Publication-

Strategy.pdf?_ga=2.133396622.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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EPA AU D IT (https://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2001_EPA-3M-

AuditResponse.pdf?_ga=2.93418525.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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1999

EPA begins audit of 3M studies.
3 M RES PO N S E (https ://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2001_3M-TSCA-

SubstantialRiskAlert.pdf?_ga=2.87080856.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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2001

Attorney Rob Bilott provides EPA with secret DuPont documents on

PFOA, the PFAS chemical in Teflon.
DOWN LOAD DOCUMENT (https://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2001_Bilott-Submits-

to-EPApdf?_ga=2.124851338.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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2001

3M submits PFOS toxicity studies to EPA.

DOWN LOAD DOC U M ENT (https ://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2001_3M-

ToxStudies-EPApdf? _ga=2.57178026.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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2002

EPA initiates a “priority review” of PFOA.

/pfas-epa-timeline/2003_EPA-Risk-

DOWNLOAD DOCUMENT s://static.ewg.org/reports/20

Assesment.pdf? ga=2.122327819.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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2005

DuPont urges EPA to “restate safety of [PFOA] products and no
health effects.”

V|S|T SITE (https ://theintercept.com/2015/08/20/teflon-toxin-dupont-slipped-past-epa/)

https://www.ewg.org/research/20-plus-years-epa-has-failed-regulate-for...
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2005

EPA fines DuPont $10.25 million for failing to report “substantial
risk of injury to human health” from PFOA.
DOWN LOAD DOC U M ENT (https //static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline

/2005_EPA Fines DuPont Over PFOApdf? ga=2.123845386.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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2006

EPA brokers a voluntary agreement with DuPont, 3M and other

companies to phase out the use of PFOS and PFOA. Announcing

the agreement, EPA says “to date, EPA is not aware of any studies

specifically relating current levels of PFOA exposure to human
health effects.”

DOWN LOAD DOCU M ENT_@!ps JIstatic.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2006_EPA-

StewardshipProgram.pdf?_ga=2.163322428.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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2006

FOllOWing requests from DuPont https ://static.ewg.org/reports /2020/pfas-epa-timeline

/2006_DuPontLeverages-EPApdf), EPA tells consumers that it is safe to use

(https://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2006_EPA-PFOA_Safe.pdf) products made with

PFAS.
DOWNLOAD DOCUMENT (htipsistatic.ewg.orgireports/2020/pfas -epa-timeline/2006_DuPont-

Leverages-EPApdf?_ga=2.27811772.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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3M shares hundreds of secret documents with EPA, resulting in

more than $1.5 million in penalties.

DOWNLOAD DOCUMENT (nttps /istatic.ewg.orgireports/2020/pfas-epa-tim eline/2006_3M-1.5Million-

Fine.pdf? ga=2.136549168.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)

e T PO
— vt o b

2006

EPA Science Advisory Board draft report finds PFOA to be a “likely
human carcinogen.”
DOWN LOAD DOCU M ENT (https://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2006_EPA-SAB-

LikelyCarcinogen.pdf? ga=2.122400907.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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2009

EPA publishes a “provisional health advisory” for PFOA and PFOS.

DOWN LOAD DOCUMENT https://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2009_EPA-

HealthAdvisory.pdf?_ga=2.27414716.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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2009

EPA publishes first PFC action plan.

DOWN LOAD DOC U M ENT (https ://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2009_EPA-Action-

Plan.pdf?_ga=2.69294992.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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2012

EPA requires one-time monitoring by public water systems for some

PFAS chemicals.
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Addition.pdf?_ga=2.162550972.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)

2015

EPA proposes a Significant New Use Rule (SNUR) for long-chain

PFAS chemicals - as of February 2020, yet to be implemented.

https://www.ewg.org/research/20-plus-years-epa-has-failed-regulate-for...

2/10/2023, 11:29 AM



For 20-plus years, EPA has failed to regulate ‘forever chemicals’ | Env... https://www.ewg.org/research/20-plus-years-epa-has-failed-regulate-for...

2016

EPA sets a non-enforceable “health advisory” level of 70 parts per
trillion for PFOA and PFOS in drinking water - far above what
independent researchers say is safe.

DOWN LOAD DOCU M E NT (https://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2016_LHA-

70ppt.pdf?_ga=2.58334122.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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2019

EPA issues second PFAS Action Plan.

DOWN LOAD DOCU M ENT (https ://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2019_PFAS-Action-

Plan.pdf?_ga=2.125459338.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)

EPA's Per- and Polyflucroalkyl
Substances (PFAS) Action Plan

2019

EPA misses self-assigned deadline to issue a plan to set an
enforceable legal limit for PFOA and PFOS in drinking water by the

end of 2019.
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Letter.pdf?_ga=2.57695402.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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2021

EPA releases its “PFAS Roadmap,” detailing a timeline for the
agency to set drinking water standards, wastewater treatment
guidelines, health assessments and hazardous substance

designations for several PFAS chemicals.

DOWN LOAD DOCUMENT https://static.ewg.org/reports/2020/pfas-epa-timeline/2021_pfas-

roadmap_final-508.pdf?_ga=2.169900192.1253861871.1649070681-2123137255.1639662520)
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DONATE(HTTPS://ACT.EWG.ORG/GASTECMDGKGGFESIR 7VGQ2?SOURCEID=1020222)
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TOPICS

Learn about these issues

(/areas-focus/toxic-chemicals)

TOXi C C h e m i Ca | S (/areas-focus/toxic-chemicals) P FAS C h e m i Ca | S (/areas-focus/toxic-chemicals

Chemical companies aren’t required to test {pfas-chemicals)

chemicals for safety before they go on the DuPont’s Teflon changed our lives, but also
market. We offer resources to help you make polluted our bodies. Today, Teflon-like
better, safer decisions. compounds called PFAS are found in the

blood of almost all Americans. These “forever
chemicals” pollute water, don’t break down,

and remain in the environment and people for

decades.
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