
Washington State Department of Transportation (Jennifer
Riedmayer)
Thank you for the opportunity to review the proposed changes to the draft 2026 NPDES Bridge and
Ferry Maintenance General Permit. The Washington State Department of Transportation (WSDOT)
appreciates the opportunity to provide comments on the draft permit. We offer the following
comments: 

Draft Permit 

• Title Page – WSDOT recommends naming the permit the Bridge and Ferry Terminal Washing
and Hydromill Permit. The term "bridge maintenance" has a broad meaning and there are no other
types of bridge maintenance activities that would trigger an effluent discharge requiring coverage
by the permit. 

• Page 3 – Recommend using the term "bridge deck" rather than "platform" for hydrodemolition.
Based on WSDOT staff experience, the term bridge deck is common for describing the location
where the hydromill would be used to conduct work. WSDOT recommends evaluating this term
throughout the entire document and consider replacing platform with bridge deck. 

• Section S2, Sub-Section D on Page 9. Remove WAC 173-226-200(3)(f) since that is a
requirement for certification and not applicable SEPA requirements (Chapter 197-11 WAC). Below
is a proposed change language change. 

o All new applicants or permittees requesting a modification of coverage for a significant process
change must submit to Ecology, along with an application for coverage, proof and certification that
their facility has met all applicable requirements of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA)
under Chapter 197-11 WAC. 

If you have any questions about our comments, please contact me at (360) 800-7446. 
Thank you, 

Jennifer Riedmayer 


