

My name is Betsie DeWreede. I live on the Chehalis River floodplain in Rochester, WA. 
I am strongly opposed to this proposal and to the harm it will inflict on our communities, fish runs, and state budget. 

I thank the Washington Department of Ecology for their in-depth exploration of the many negative environmental impacts that construction and operation of this proposed dam will cause throughout the Chehalis River Basin. 

My house has been raised not once, but twice to get above the increasingly catastrophic flood levels that I’ve experienced in the 43 years I have lived here.  I have volunteered on  riparian restoration projects because I care deeply about clean water, wildlife, and conservation. Thurston Conservation District is currently working to restore habitat on a portion of my 22 acre farm that sits about 100’ from the river’s edge. 

Development in my community is restricted because it creates more impermeable surfaces which lead to more runoff – a policy I support. 
Meanwhile, I see almost constant development in the floodplain of Lewis County: the new Winco, a giant new trucking facility in Ford’s Prairie, and the new truck parking facilities near I-5 south of Chehalis.  Why are these allowed?


I want to highlight some impacts that the DEIS notes cannot be mitigated: 

· The proposed dam would cause irreparable harm to already endangered fish runs and to tribal fish, cultural and livelihood interests, from the headwaters to the estuary.

· Dam construction will significantly harm water quality, wildlife habitat, and because construction must occur in the summer, will worsen already precarious low summer stream flows.

· The DEIS clearly lays out the fact that this is a dam despite efforts to characterize it otherwise. Dams  have caused so much damage to rivers, fish, and communities throughout our state and country that many have been removed. Why are we going backwards? 

Stop pouring money into this backward approach. We can do better. Thank you for your consideration.

