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I am writing in OPPOSITION to the proposed dam on the upper Chehalis River. I only have to look
to the guidance of the Quinault Indian Nation and Chehalis tribe who have published their
opposition stating that the project will "virtually guarantee local extinction of spring Chinook and
accelerate the decline of Coho, fall Chinook and Steelhead runs". Salmon populations are vital
economically and culturally to the people along the Chehalis River. Dams pose a threat to local
ecosystems and human communities, even the US Fish and Wildlife has said so in their article ,
"Reviving Rivers, Reconnecting Communities" published in September 2024, which is why
millions of dollars are being spent removing water barriers. Why are we looking to build more??
This project will cause water quality, wildlife habitat, and recreation both upstream and downstream
to be degraded.The dam would also worsen river temperature issues and delay restoration progress.
We cannot afford this when faced with climate change and the need for climate resiliency. Please
do not approve this project.


