Annie Sawabini
Department of Ecology
Water Resources Program
PO Box 47600
Olympia, WA 98504-7600
January 17, 2020

Dear Ms. Sawabini,

Thank you for accepting public comment on the proposed draft changes to Chapter
173-501 WAC, Instream Resources Protection Program - Nooksack Water Resource
Inventory Area (WRIA) 1. While this rulemaking focuses narrowly on the anticipated water
use impacts of permit-exempt wells over the next 20 years, we urge Ecology to take this as
an opportunity to plan for the impacts of climate change on streamflows for salmon and
changing demands on water use for people and farms. With water shortages becoming
more common as climate change worsens in our rapidly-growing state, it's urgent to take
every chance we have to give both families and fish the water they need.

We, the undersigned, submit the following comments on the “Proposed rule changes” and
“Draft Rule Supporting Document”.

1. Maintain the 500 gallon per day limit for all new permit-exempt wells and the
one-twelfth acre outdoor water use limit.

Larger water limits and outdoor water use encourage people to be inefficient with their water.
We agree with Ecology’s justification for choosing 500 gallons per day and a one-twelfth acre
outdoor water use limit to encourage conservation, especially during the summer when flows
are low and groundwater levels decline.

2. Prioritize water conservation and efficiency for all current and future water users.
Project 46NG in the Draft Rule Supporting Document has no information about how much
water could be saved from a countywide water conservation program. Please include
estimates for how much water can be saved for all current users. Water efficiency and
conservation is by far the most inexpensive and efficient project that could be implemented in
the watershed.

3. Include new projects, rather than projects already in progress, to offset the impacts of
new well water use and achieve net-ecological benefit.

This rulemaking is an opportunity for Ecology to go above and beyond. The projects that are
listed as already in progress were going to happen for another reason and improving
streamflows may be a secondary or indirect benefit. If the purpose of the SRA is to offset
future exempt well use and achieve NEB, this is an opportunity to go above and beyond.



4. Prioritize the impacts of climate change on water use and streamflow and suggest
projects that will improve watershed resilience.

Climate change is only mentioned once in the whole Draft Supporting Rule Document. Climate
change impacts are not mentioned in the offset calculation and safety factor. The safety factor
should be increased to reflect anticipated increased water use during the year as a result of
climate impacts. This is a chance to save the state and Ecology even harder work on water
conservation that will need to be done in a climate-changed future if we don’t act now.

Similar to point #3 above, Ecology should propose projects that will make the watershed more
resilient in the face of climate impacts such as wetland and riparian restoration and
reforestation efforts.

5. Make sure projects are being implemented as anticipated by requiring self-reporting
of project proponents every year as opposed to five years.
To truly adaptively manage whether projects are moving forward as anticipated, there should

be updates more frequent than five years. Whatcom County is responsible for submitting
updates each year on how many building permits utilizing exempt wells are issued. Why

shouldn’t project proponents?

We thank you for your attention to this critical matter for the future of our Nooksack

watershed.
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