
John Kersting
Having lived in Olympia for over 40 years, I have seen that there are significant problems with
unregulated wells including on my own property. I would like to see stronger enforcement of all
water related flows and takings by the public. As our water availability shrinks and population
increases, the last thing we want to do is relax any standards that will ultimately impact all of us in
this community, state and nationally. I am a 70 year old parent, teacher and community leader with
the Procession of the Species and several other organizations including the Deschutes Estuary
Restoration Team who sent me the following statements and whose concern for lack of community
engagement and transparency are an urgent matter. 

The Department of Ecology (Ecology) is proposing to adopt new rules for the Deschutes Watershed
(Water Resource Inventory Area 13--WRIA 13) that would allow continued drilling of new
permit-exempt wells in the watershed without any requirement for mitigation, metering, or
monitoring, and without consideration of impacts on streamflows or other habitat in the Deschutes.
Ecology developed these rules without any apparent consultation with organizations and persons
who are actively working in the watershed to restore and enhance it. 

The Deschutes Estuary Restoration Team (DERT) and the Squaxin Island Tribe provided
preliminary comments to Ecology in October objecting to the proposed adoption of these new rules
without providing further protection for streamflows. DERT has also objected on the basis that the
Deschutes Watershed and Restoration Committee (WREC), convened pursuant to state law to
develop a plan to restore and enhance the watershed, overwhelmingly recommended revising the
existing rules instream flow rules--adopted in 1980. The WREC also recommended other ideas for
better water resource management. DERT was the environmental representative on the WREC.
However, in its latest notice Ecology continues to limit the proposed new rules to simply allowing
additional wells, and not addressing the instream flow issues or other recommendations of the
WREC. 

Please take substantial time and input before making any changes to our rules concerning water,
like all scarce resources, we cannot manufacture more of it. 

Sincerely, 

John Kersting Certified Teacher, Journalist and community leader. 


