
 
 

 
August 1, 2025 

 
Department of Ecology  
State of Washington  
P.O. Box 47600  
Olympia, WA 98504-7600 
 
RE: Formal Comment Period for Washington State Department of Ecology 
Proposed Rule Amendments to the Clean Fuels Standard (Washington 
Administrative Code Chapter 173-424) 
 
Department of Ecology Staff, 
 
The Electric Vehicle Charging Association (EVCA) appreciates the opportunity to once 
again provide informal comments to the proposed amendments to the Washington Clean 
Fuel Standard (CFS). EVCA is a not-for-profit trade organization of over 20 leading 
companies within the electric vehicle charging ecosystem, established in 2015 to 
comprehensively represent the entire EV charging value chain for policymakers 
throughout the West Coast.  
 
EVCA sincerely appreciates Ecology’s willingness to consider several of the changes 
requested by our members throughout the informal comment period before moving into 
the formal rule language proposal. We believe many of these amendments will help to 
reduce costs and promote investment in new fast-charging infrastructure and would like 
to reiterate the following points for further consideration as the Department begins its 
formal rulemaking process.  
​
Support Changes to the Light- and Medium-Duty FCI Pathway 
 
EVCA supports Ecology’s changes to the newly restructured LMD-FCI pathway, including 
the decision to shift medium-duty charging into the LD-FCI pathway and to maintain the 
existing pathway deadline of December 31, 2029. As our member companies continue to 
develop fast-charging infrastructure throughout Washington, these most recent changes 
will help to provide certainty that the state remains committed to supporting fast-charging 
infrastructure for passenger vehicles through the end of the decade. To further 
encourage long-term investments, EVCA would also suggest conforming the CFS 
LMD-FCI deadline with the December 31, 2030, deadline adopted in recent amendments 
to California’s Low Carbon Fuel Standard. 
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Replace Site Visit Requirements for EV Charging Stations with Desktop Reviews for 
Third-Party Verification  
  
EVCA understands and appreciates the intent of third-party verification requirements to 
maintain the integrity of the CFS. As noted in our previous comments, however, unlike 
liquid fuels, EV charging networks are inherently widespread and diffuse, and stations do 
not feature the on-site data management systems needed for third-party verifiers to 
access cumulative fuel reporting data. EVCA would recommend that Ecology consider 
removing the requirement for verifiers to conduct in-person site visits, and instead allow 
verifiers to confirm the integrity of quarterly fuel transaction reports remotely. EVCA 
encourages Ecology to align with the California Air Resources Board’s Low Carbon Fuel 
Standard (LCFS) verification framework, which requires third‑party verifiers to conduct an 
annual visit to a central records location where all fuel reporting documentation is maintained. 
Additional visits to individual EV charging sites are not required, and occur only if the verifier 
determines they are necessary based on risk. This approach reduces unnecessary site visits 
for small and distributed charging sites while maintaining the integrity of verification, and it 
has proven effective under CARB’s program (SeeL CARB LCFS Final Regulation Order, Section 
95501(b)(3)). 
 
We appreciate Ecology’s work in developing a new framework for less‑intensive 
verification requirements. Should third‑party verification of electricity pathways move 
forward with any in‑person site‑visit component, we request that the more practical, 
aforementioned approach be applied to EV charging, as was originally reflected in 
Ecology’s December 2024 draft CFS language. This would allow verifiers to complete 
most reviews remotely and reserve in‑person visits for risk‑based exceptions, consistent 
with California’s successful approach. 
 
   
Ensure Robust Third-Party Verification Compliance through a Public Registry of 
Approved Verification Bodies 
  
To support implementation of the CFS program’s new third-party verification 
requirements, EVCA would also recommend that Ecology maintain a public registry of 
qualified verification bodies, to include up-to-date contact information for reference by 
responsible entities. 
  
Prior experience from similar CFS programs in other jurisdictions has shown that both the 
lack of sufficient verification service providers and the inability to locate or contact such 
providers can make compliance with third-party verification requirements considerably 
more difficult. Maintenance of a registry, as done by the California Air Resources Board 
for the Low Carbon Fuel Standard, would help responsible entities meet their obligations 
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and allow Ecology the opportunity to monitor the availability of providers to ensure there 
are a sufficient number of approved verification bodies to meet market demand.  
 
Allow for Expanded Flexibility within the HD-FCI Pathway 
 
As noted in EVCA’s previous comments, MHD fleets operate across a diverse range of 
business models, each with unique operational and charging needs. EVCA appreciates 
Ecology’s latest amendments to allow HD sites the flexibility to install FSE of varying 
power ratings as desired by fleet operators. To further support this, EVCA requests 
authorizing HD sites to install FSE with a nameplate power ratings of as low as 50kW, 
which would allow charging providers to serve fleets that employ long-dwell or overnight 
charging, while also installing charging equipment at a higher nameplate rating to cater to 
fleets that need faster charging for en-route operations.  
 
Similarly, EVCA would request that Ecology consider expanding HD-FCI eligibility to 
include private sites utilized by a single MHD fleet operator. Such an approach would align 
with CARB’s adopted rules for the Low Carbon Fuel Standard, which do not restrict MHD 
FCI based on public or private site status. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The Electric Vehicle Charging Association would like to once again thank the Department 
of Ecology for thoroughly and thoughtfully considering stakeholder feedback throughout 
this process. We believe much of the proposed rule language for adoption will help to 
accelerate infrastructure deployment in Washington, and we look forward to continuing to 
work with the Department. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Reed Addis 
Governmental Affairs 
Electric Vehicle Charging Association 
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