
Friends of Toppenish Creek (Jean Mendoza) (Selden Prentice)
I'm a climate activist with 350 Seattle. I believe our country and our state need to move away from
concentrated animal feeding operations and large corporate-run dairy farm which are polluting our
atmosphere and our communities. Specifically, our state needs to develop policies that result in
cleaner and more environmentally sound practices on dairy farms, such as dry manure
management. Yet, with the Clean Fuels Program and state subsidies for biodigesters, dairy
agriculture is moving in the opposite direction. This is because the artificially low CI score that
dairy gas receives incentivizes an increase in herd size to maximize the amount of manure created.
Dairies then, as you know, using a biodigester, sell the resulting gas. 

While it's technically true that manure biodigesters are diverting methane from the atmosphere into
gas tanks, giving it a low CI score due to avoided methane rests on a faulty premise. That's because
cower manure doesn't inherently contain methane. It's the lagoons that create the methane. Dairies
with biodigesters aren't sucking greenhouse gases out of the air, like carbon dioxide removal
projects. They're generating new methane they didn't need to generate in the first place, and then
they're trapping it.

Also important is the fact that CAFOs harm nearby rural communities, including in Washington,
and impact residents' air and water quality. Pollution from manure contributes to asthma, respiratory
illnesses, contaminated drinking water, and degraded quality of life.

I also want to just note, before I conclude, that Washington's draft climate action plan notes that
manure management strategies that shift away from liquid manure stored in anaerobic conditions
mitigate methane emissions from manure. Even our own draft climate action plan is noting the
importance of moving away from lagoon systems. I urge you to please eliminate avoided methane
credits in connection with CAFOs. And thanks so much for your time and consideration.


