
Water	cleaning	methods	generate	waste.	And	radioactive	compounds	cannot	be	
removed.And what is a safe level of radioactive material in water? According to the 
National Science Foundation resource website: 	

 “The safest amount of radiation to the human body is zero. It isn’t possible to be exposed 
to no ionizing radiation so the next best goal is to be exposed to as little as possible. The 
two best ways to minimize exposure is to limit time of exposure and to increase distance 
from the source.” 

	
IMAGE: Treated oil and gas wastewater flows into a stream in western Pennsylvania. A new Duke study 
finds stream sediments at disposal sites such as this one have levels of radioactivity... view more  
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Duke	University	reports:		

More	than	seven	years	after	Pennsylvania	officials	requested	that	the	disposal	of	
radium-laden	fracking	wastewater	into	surface	waters	be	restricted,	a	new	Duke	
University	study	finds	that	high	levels	of	radioactivity	persist	in	stream	sediments	at	
three	disposal	sites.	

The	contamination	is	coming	from	the	disposal	of	conventional,	or	non-fracked,	oil	
and	gas	wastewater,	which,	under	current	state	regulations,	can	still	be	treated	and	
discharged	to	local	streams.	

The	level	of	radiation	found	in	stream	sediments	at	the	disposal	sites	was	about	650	
times	higher	than	radiation	in	upstream	sediments.	In	some	cases,	it	even	exceeded	
the	radioactivity	level	that	requires	disposal	only	at	federally	designated	radioactive	
waste	disposal	sites.	

https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2018-01/du-
rfo011918.php#.WmTUWr8f2bw.gmail	

	


