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Dear Commissioners,
| am against all Fracking.

Enabling the shale gas industry by allowing it to take our water and dump its waste in the basin means
that we can expect more industrialization in the basin. We will see more pipelines, power plants, and
processing facilities. All of that shale gas infrastructure is designed to be around longer than we can
afford to be using fossil fuels. If the Commissioners take into account the cumulative climate impacts of
the regulations they are considering, they will see they have no choice but to ban all fracking-related
activities in the basin.

The DRBC is considering fracking regulations it is not capable of enforcing. The Commission relies on the
watershed states’ environmental regulators to carry out enforcement of the rules it sets. State
regulatory agencies are chronically understaffed and underfunded. It is unreasonable for the DRBC to
place on state regulators the burden of enforcement of dangerous practices like fracking waste
processing and extraction of water for fracking operations outside of the basin., Changes to stream
water quality occur where gas drilling and related activities are located. For instance, a publication of
the Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences found streams adjacent to gas wells are negatively
impacted by runoff and sedimentation (Total Suspended Solids), harming benthic life, fish and wildlife
and causing streams to be eroded and destabilized. DRBC follows the state’s stormwater rules where a
project is located, leaving loopholes in current nonpoint source laws that allow fracking activities to
escape strict oversight. This would be a recipe for disaster if fracking were to occur, which is why it must
be banned in the Delaware River Watershed.

From the Compendium of Scientific, Medical, and Media Findings Demonstrating Risks and Harms of
Fracking, 5th edition, “We close with an observation by Maryland physician Judy Stone, MD, whose
recent essay in Forbes speaks for all who have contributed to this Compendium: Fracking profits go to
private industry but the public—families and communities—bear the costs of the many health
complications from the drilling. There is growing evidence of a variety of health problems being
associated with fracking. Common sense dictates that drinking and breathing cancer-causing agents will



take their toll. The correlation is too strong to ignore, especially when we have other, cleaner energy
options. For our safety and that of future generations, we should not allow the new administration to
sell off public lands, nor allow drilling on our land, and should ban fracking completely.”

Sincerely

Benjamin Baker
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