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Dear Commissioners,
| urge you to vote a full fracking ban in the Delaware River basin.

In a press event at COP23, Robert Howarth, the David R. Atkinson Professor of Ecology at Cornell
University said, “Methane is an important greenhouse gas and is currently responsible for an amount of
global warming equal to approximately 60% of that caused by carbon dioxide. Methane reductions offer
one of the few available approaches to immediately slow the rate of global warming, since the climate
responds more quickly to decreases in methane compared to carbon dioxide.” A ban on fracking in the
Delaware River Basin is an important step in limiting methane emissions, but allowing water
withdrawals and the processing of fracking waste in the Basin will only enable more fracking and,
therefore, more methane leaks outside of the basin.

DRBC’s draft regulations do not specifically propose that injection wells that would hold frack
wastewater be allowed in the Delaware River Watershed. However, they do propose to allow
wastewater from fracking to be brought into the Watershed for storage, treatment and discharge so
“storage” could mean long-term storage of wastewater in underground wells within the Basin. This is a
practice that threatens public health and the environment. Injection of wastewater does not “treat”
waste or remove contaminants, it simply moves the toxic wastewater produced by fracking from one
place and time to another. It risks the migration of untreated toxic and radioactive frack wastewater to
aquifers and surface water through leaks from the injection well and spills and accidental releases while
being handled. Injection wells are causing earthquakes in Ohio and Oklahoma as well as other locations,
as documented by USGS and other scientific institutions. Injection wells are not leak-proof and can
exposing groundwater and aquifers to contamination from the toxic mix that constitutes untreated frack
wastewater when seals are broken and fractures occur as a result of seismic activity.

From the Compendium of Scientific, Medical, and Media Findings Demonstrating Risks and Harms of
Fracking, 5th edition, “We close with an observation by Maryland physician Judy Stone, MD, whose
recent essay in Forbes speaks for all who have contributed to this Compendium: Fracking profits go to
private industry but the public—families and communities—bear the costs of the many health



complications from the drilling. There is growing evidence of a variety of health problems being
associated with fracking. Common sense dictates that drinking and breathing cancer-causing agents will
take their toll. The correlation is too strong to ignore, especially when we have other, cleaner energy
options. For our safety and that of future generations, we should not allow the new administration to
sell off public lands, nor allow drilling on our land, and should ban fracking completely.”

Sincerely,

Cynthia Holub



	a DRBC comments 4 32
	a DRBC comments 4 33

