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Between 2004 and 2016, the EPA identified nearly 9,500 public complaints 

about environmental problems in Shell gas drilling areas. These impacts, 

again, while they should have never been experienced anywhere should be 

prevented from being experienced within the watershed.  

 

In addition to private water supplies, fracking related operations have also 

resulted in changes to water quality in streams. For instance, a publication by 

the proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences found streams adjacent 

to gas wells are negatively impacted by run off and sedimentation, harming 

fish and wildlife, and causing streams to be eroded and destabilized. Beyond 

impacts from erosion, sedimentation, concerns remain regarding exposure to 

unknown chemicals or unknown quantities of chemicals in frack fluid and 

wastewater from fracking operations.  

 

Drilling companies have withheld fracking chemical identities from the 

public as confidential-- 

 

Operator: It has been three minutes. Please conclude remarks. 

 

Joanne Kilgour: Thank you. Thank you again for this opportunity to comment in support of a 

complete ban on fracking in the watershed.  

 

Operator: Thank you. We will go next to Mark Leben. You have three minutes. Your 

line is open. 

 

Mark Leben: All right, thank you. I agree with the previous speaker. The fracking industry 

is not concerned with the welfare of the environment. As a chemical 

engineer, I understand why because it saves them a lot of money. Anything 

that they put back, any treatment they do to the water after fracking is 

minimal and is not in the best interest of anyway that is going to be drinking 

the water or is being put on the farmlands.  

 

What I do not understand is in the age of the Twenty-First Century, that we 

need to be continually looking at fossil fuel as our energy sources. We have 

much better sources that do not pollute. There is no real need for fracking, 

any more fracking. I am extremely concerned that the damage to our 

watershed and to the water that we use, that millions of people use. I would 

appreciate it if the commission would please ban all fracking and not allow 

the use of water and that they controlled to be used for fracking operations. I 

appreciate the opportunity to make my comments known and I thank you and 

please ban fracking. Thank you very much. 

 

Operator: Thank you. We will go now to Wendy Robinson. Your line is open. You 

have three minutes. 

 

Wendy Robinson: Thank you. Thanks for offering a creative way to testify for those of us 

unable to travel to the rather inconvenient locations provided for in person 

testimony.  


