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This comment addresses the Public Nuisance and Safety section of the Mine Plan submitted by
Black Hills Bentonite. Specifically, the first sentence within section 5.1 which reads "Mining
activities will not result in a public nuisance or endangerment to public safety, human or animal
life, or property."

The above statement is absolutely false and misleading. The noise of the mining activity will be a
major public nuisance to the residents of Pine Haven and the surrounding area. The dust created
will be a nuisance as well as a major health hazard to those with compromised respiratory systems,
which includes many of the retirees in the Pine Haven area. The traffic, especially the haul trucks
on Old Sundance Road and Pine Ridge Road with numerous curves and hills will be a danger to
those who travel those roads. There is a considerable risk that heavy rains will cause sediment to
flow into Keyhole Reservoir and affect the quality of the fishing and recreation as well as those
who make their livelihood from visitors to Keyhole Reservoir. The quality of the water released
downstream to other states would be compromised as well. I anticipate property values will be
adversely affected if this mine is allowed to operate in this location, as a direct result of the public
nuisance and reduced quality of life the residents of Pine Haven and the surrounding area will
experience.

For the reasons stated above, this permit should be denied. A public nuisance will result if this mine
is allowed on this site, along with significant health risks and reduced water quality. Economic and
quality of life issues include public recreation for locals and visitors which will be adversely
affected, and local property values reduced.




