Mark Feldman

Creating a “post-recovery” plan for wolves at this time IS PREMATURE, AS Washington STILL
FAR FROM MEETING THE GOALS SET FORTH IN THE CURRENT PLAN. Instead of racing
to create a post-delisting plan, the Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife MUST INSTEAD
FOCUS ITS ATTENTION ON CURRENT WOLF-MANAGEMENT NEEDS. THIS INCLUDES:
(1) RESOLVE, through nonlethal means, conflicts between livestock and wolves, which are taking
place in some of the state's best habitat for wolves; and (2) CONDUCTING EXTENSIVE public
education on wolves. This is emphasized in the current plan but has not been done by you, despite
the fact that all wolf experts say public education is the single most important action to take for
successful wolf conservation. Additionally, under the current wolf plan and any future wolf plan,
management guidance, policies and protocols — and especially those which could result in wolves
being killed — MUST BE DEVOLVED THROUGH a science-based, PUBLIC rule-making
process THAT RESULTS IN transparent, rational and enforceable strategies. Therefore I
STRONGLY REQUEST YOU TO: (1) STOP cherry-picking science to justify wolf-killing; (2)
ANSWER the global call by scientists to TO PROTECT AND CONSERVE conserve apex
predators; and (3) Use every opportunity TO EXTOL the value of top predators in keeping nature
healthy, and cease current messaging that prioritizes livestock over wolves. The PUBLIC will fail
to see any reason to coexist with wolves if the department FAILS TO explain that WOLVES ARE
ECOLOGICALLY IMPORTANT AND WORTH CONSERVING. Thank you for considering my
comments.



