Pacific Environment

We strongly oppose any attempts to weaken existing regulations that are designed to protect
Alaska's waters from oil spill disasters. We urge you not to adopt any statutory or regulatory
changes that would weaken oil spill prevention and response standards and requirements.

Alaska's leaders must not ignore or forget the lessons learned from the Exxon Valdez oil spill,
which had many adverse effects on the human and ecological resources of the region, some of
which still linger after 30 years. Weakening the requirements that were set up to safeguard against
catastrophic oil spills in remote and harsh environments would make future accidents more likely.

As ice conditions change, marine vessel traffic through the Bering Sea, Bering Strait, Chukchi Sea,
and Beaufort Sea will continue to increase. Regulations should be strengthened, not weakened, to
ensure that adequate response capabilities are maintained throughout coastal Alaska to mitigate the
impacts of oil spills when they do occur.

Attached are nearly 200 signatures in support of these comments.
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