
August 29, 2023 

Commissioner Katrina Kessler 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

520 Lafayette Road North 

St. Paul, MN 55155 

Dear Commissioner Kessler, 

On behalf of the Dakota County Board of Commissioners, thank you for the opportunity to share our 

comments as part of the process for the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA)'s regular update of 

the Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Policy Plan. The County recognizes the need for robust 

strategies to meet the current statutory waste management goals and appreciates many aspects of the 

Draft 2022-2042 Metropolitan Solid Waste Management Policy Plan (Draft Policy Plan), including flexibility 

in choosing from a list of optional strategies that will best align with Dakota County priorities. 

Minnesota Statute §473.803 requires metropolitan county solid waste plans to implement the Policy Plan. 

Therefore, the content of the Policy Plan is extremely important to the citizens of Dakota County. The 

Dakota County 2022 Strategic Plan includes "A healthy environment with quality natural areas" as one of 

four strategic goals. The Dakota County Solid Waste Master Plan is one of the primary tools we use to 

achieve that goal. 

Dakota County offers the following comments for consideration: 

Responsible Entities and Accountability: The Draft Policy Plan identifies accountability as a goal that 
underlies the basis for improving waste in the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area {TCMA) area. 

Goal 2 (pg. 9). "Whether private or public, hold all members of the system accountable for meeting 

the goals of this MPP." 

However, the Draft Policy Plan does not specifically address the roles and responsibilities of each 

stakeholder group, how each group will be held accountable, and who will hold each group accountable. 

Nor does it identify the mechanisms for establishing the authority to hold other entities accountable for 

implementing the various strategies identified throughout the Draft Policy Plan. 

The final Policy Plan should clearly identify each stakeholder group (e.g., cities, counties, MPCA, waste 

industry, residents, businesses, schools, non-profits) and the activities each is responsible for completing 

under this plan, the recommended mechanism to ensure accountability, timelines for completion, methods 

to measure success, and ramifications if success is not achieved. A table is preferred to show this. 
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