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After reviewing the EPA's guidebook for setting up and maintaining an air monitoring
network, can your organization easily follow these guidelines?
Maybe, would require additional technical support
 
 

What barriers do you see in undertaking this project?
Overall technical expertise
 
Site logistics
 
 

In addition to covering the cost of the sensors and their maintenance, how would you use
the grant funding?
Secure location, including power and Wi-Fi
 
Staffing to maintain the sensors
 
Other (please specify)
 
Pay staff to collect the data
 

How should the MPCA consider an applicant's approach to community outreach and
engagement during the grant application process?
 
When evaluating an applicant's approach to community outreach and engagement for air
quality monitoring sensors through the grant application process, the Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency (MPCA) may want to consider several key factors. Demonstrating a strong
commitment to community involvement ensures that the deployment of air quality
monitoring sensors is effective, culturally sensitive, and addresses the specific needs and
concerns of the community. Here are some considerations for the MPCA: <br>
<br>Community Involvement Plan: <br>Applicants should provide a detailed plan
outlining how they intend to engage with the local community throughout the process. This
plan should include specific strategies, activities, and timelines for community outreach.
<br> <br>Stakeholder Engagement: <br>Identify key stakeholders within the community,
including residents, community organizations, local businesses, and government officials.
Outline how the applicant plans to involve these stakeholders in the decision-making
process. <br> <br>Cultural Sensitivity: <br>Demonstrate an understanding of the cultural
nuances and diversity within the community. Tailor outreach efforts to be culturally
sensitive and inclusive to ensure that all community members have a voice in the process.

https://www.epa.gov/participatory-science/quality-assurance-handbook-and-toolkit-participatory-science-projects#handbook
https://www.epa.gov/air-sensor-toolbox/how-use-air-sensors-air-sensor-guidebook
https://www.epa.gov/air-sensor-toolbox/how-use-air-sensors-air-sensor-guidebook


<br> <br>Education and Communication: <br>Outline plans for educating the community
about air quality issues, the purpose of the monitoring sensors, and how the collected data
will be used. Effective communication is crucial to building trust and ensuring community
support. <br> <br>Accessibility: <br>Ensure that information and engagement
opportunities are accessible to all community members, including those with limited English
proficiency, disabilities, or other barriers. Consider using multiple communication channels
and formats. <br> <br>Community Capacity Building: <br>Detail efforts to build the
capacity of the community to understand and use the air quality data. This could include
training programs, workshops, or educational materials that empower community members
to interpret and act upon the information. <br> <br>Feedback Mechanisms: <br>Establish
mechanisms for ongoing feedback from the community. This could involve regular
community meetings, surveys, or other channels that allow residents to express their
concerns, ask questions, and provide input. <br> <br>Sustainability: <br>Describe plans
for sustaining community engagement beyond the initial implementation phase. A
sustainable approach ensures continued community involvement and support for air quality
monitoring initiatives. <br> <br>Partnerships with Local Organizations: <br>Highlight
partnerships with local community organizations or leaders. Collaborating with established
entities can enhance the credibility of the project and facilitate more effective outreach.
<br> <br>Adaptability: <br>Demonstrate flexibility in the engagement plan, showing a
willingness to adapt strategies based on community feedback and changing circumstances.
 

What other information should the MPCA consider during the community air monitoring
grant process?
 
In addition to the community outreach and engagement aspects mentioned earlier, the
MPCA could consider several other important factors during the community air monitoring
grant process. These factors help ensure the effectiveness, feasibility, and overall success of
the air monitoring initiative. Here are additional considerations: <br> <br>Project
Objectives and Alignment: <br>Clearly articulate the specific objectives of the air
monitoring project and how they align with the MPCA's goals and priorities. Ensure that the
project addresses key air quality issues in the community. <br> <br>Technical
Specifications: <br>Provide detailed technical specifications for the air quality monitoring
sensors, including information on sensor accuracy, precision, detection limits, and
calibration procedures. This ensures the reliability of the data collected. <br> <br>Data
Management and Reporting: <br>Outline a comprehensive data management plan,
including how the collected data will be stored, analyzed, and reported. Specify the
frequency and format of reporting to the MPCA and the community. <br> <br>Quality
Assurance and Control: <br>Describe the quality assurance and control measures that will
be implemented to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the monitoring data. This may
include regular sensor calibration, data validation procedures, and quality control checks.
<br>Budget and Financial Sustainability: <br> <br>Provide a detailed budget that outlines
the costs associated with sensor acquisition, installation, maintenance, and community
engagement efforts. Additionally, demonstrate financial sustainability beyond the grant
period. <br> <br>Timeline and Milestones: <br>Develop a realistic project timeline with



clear milestones. This helps in tracking progress and ensures that the project stays on
schedule. <br> <br>Collaboration and Partnerships: <br>Highlight any collaborations with
research institutions, local agencies, or other relevant organizations. Partnerships can
enhance the project's credibility, expertise, and overall impact. <br> <br>Regulatory
Compliance: <br>Ensure that the project adheres to all relevant regulatory requirements and
standards for air quality monitoring. This includes obtaining necessary permits and
approvals. <br>Community Health Impacts: <br> <br>Consider the potential health
impacts of air quality issues in the community and how the monitoring project aims to
address and mitigate these impacts. <br> <br>Public Awareness and Education:
<br>Outline plans for public awareness and education campaigns beyond the initial
engagement phase. This could include workshops, educational materials, and awareness
programs to empower the community with knowledge about air quality. <br> <br>Risk
Assessment and Mitigation: <br>Identify potential risks associated with the project and
provide strategies for mitigating these risks. This proactive approach helps in preventing
and addressing challenges that may arise during implementation. <br> <br>Long-Term
Impact: <br>Clearly articulate the expected long-term impact of the air monitoring project
on the community's understanding of air quality issues and potential improvements in air
quality.
 


