
Valerie Stoehr
I wish to comment on the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin permits and U.S. Steel's
application for a variance. 

I am a wild rice harvester who has been harvesting rice with my family and friends/community for
25 years. I harvest rice with people in their 80s who have been harvesting much longer than I have.
This year we helped an 8-year-old harvest rice for the first time. This is an important fall activity for
us, and we know how important your decision is to the future of the rice and the people who
harvest it -- plus, of course, to the people and land and water of our beautiful state. 

I was present at the hearing in Virginia and, honestly, was quite dismayed at the inaccuracies I
heard when people dismissed the need to enforce the water quality standards that protect Minnesota
wild rice, fish, and human health. The rice that is downstream at Hay Lake is not in good shape and
is not vigorous through the time of harvesting, even though casual observers may not understand
this. Beyond that, the concerns about mercury are of vital importance. In short, I support the MPCA
actions related to the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin Permits: 

1) I agree with MPCA that U.S. Steel permits should require compliance with Minnesota's wild rice
sulfate standard of 10 parts per million (mg/L) at both the Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin. I
understand that draft permit limits of 14 mg/L monthly average and 24 mg/L daily maximum are
based on this standard. 

2) I agree with MPCA that U.S. Steel should be denied a variance from compliance with the sulfate
standard. A variance is a specific exception to the rules, and U.S. Steel's resistance to the expense of
water quality treatment does not provide grounds to avoid the standard. 

3) I support MPCA's requirement that U.S. Steel monitor waste streams at both the Keetac Mine
and Tailings Basin for sulfate and other pollutants. It seems that this should have been required a
long time ago. 

In addition, the permits should be strengthened: 

1) MPCA should not give U.S. Steel another five years before they actually have to meet
Minnesota's wild rice sulfate standard. Sulfate limits were set in Keetac permits in 2011, and studies
on treatment were done and approved by MPCA almost a decade ago. MPCA should give U.S. Steel
no more than two years to achieve full compliance with wild rice sulfate limits. Nippon Steel, the
new owner of U.S. Steel, should include sulfate treatment in the $11 billion in upgrades they've
promised for U.S. Steel. 

2) MPCA should revise the Keetac permits to require groundwater monitoring, especially the
groundwater beneath and adjacent to the Tailings Basin. This monitoring is needed to protect
groundwater and to help determine if pollutants released through groundwater are causing or adding
to violations of surface water standards. 

3) MPCA should require U.S. Steel to test wastewater discharge from day one to make sure it is not
toxic to aquatic life, rather than waiting for three years before toxicity testing. MPCA should also



require new biological assessments the first year of the permit to determine if downstream fish and
macroinvertebrates are impaired. 

4) In addition to monitoring for sulfate, MPCA should require monitoring for mercury in surface
waters and should update testing for mercury in fish tissue downstream of Keetac. 

I appreciate the steps MPCA is taking to control sulfate pollution from the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine
and Tailings Basin. But I would also ask that MPCA revise the draft permits to avoid delay and to
better protect groundwater, wild rice, fish, and the health of people who eat fish that are now
contaminated with mercury. 

Thank you for considering my comments. 

Valerie Stoehr, 
Afton, MN


