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Kneemueller, Ashley (MPCA)

From: klemzaa@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Aaron Klemz 
<klemzaa@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, September 19, 2025 5:51 PM
To: Kneemueller, Ashley (MPCA)
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin Permits (MN0031879 and MN0055948) 

and Application for Variance

[You don't oŌen get email from klemzaa@everyacƟoncustom.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
This message may be from an external email source. 
Do not select links or open aƩachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security 
OperaƟons Center. 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dear Minnesota PolluƟon Control Agency Staff, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin permits and U.S. Steel’s 
applicaƟon for a variance. I would like to support the Minnesota PolluƟon Control Agency (MPCA) and strengthen 
enforcement of water quality standards that protect Minnesota wild rice, fish, and human health. 
 
I support these MPCA acƟons related to the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin Permits: 
 
1) I agree with MPCA that U.S. Steel permits should require compliance with Minnesota’s wild rice sulfate standard of 10 
parts per million (mg/L) at both the Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin. I understand that draŌ permit limits of 14 mg/L 
monthly average and 24 mg/L daily maximum are based on this standard. 
 
2) I agree with MPCA that U.S. Steel should be denied a variance from compliance with the sulfate standard. A variance is 
a specific excepƟon to the rules, and U.S. Steel’s resistance to the expense of water quality treatment does not provide 
grounds to avoid the standard. 
 
3) I support MPCA’s requirement that U.S. Steel monitor waste streams at both the Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin for 
sulfate and other pollutants. It seems that this should have been required a long Ɵme ago. 
 
However, I’m concerned that the draŌ permits have some gaps. The permits should be strengthened in the following 
ways: 
 
1) MPCA should not give U.S. Steel another five years before they actually have to meet Minnesota’s wild rice sulfate 
standard. Sulfate limits were set in Keetac permits in 2011, and studies on treatment were done and approved by MPCA 
almost a decade ago. MPCA should give U.S. Steel no more than two years to achieve full compliance with wild rice 
sulfate limits. Nippon Steel, the new owner of U.S. Steel, should include sulfate treatment in the $11 billion in upgrades 
they’ve promised for U.S. Steel. 
 
2) MPCA should revise the Keetac permits to require groundwater monitoring, especially the groundwater beneath and 
adjacent to the Tailings Basin. This monitoring is needed to protect groundwater and to help determine if pollutants 
released through groundwater are causing or adding to violaƟons of surface water standards. 
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3) MPCA should require U.S. Steel to test wastewater discharge from day one to make sure it is not toxic to aquaƟc life, 
rather than waiƟng for three years before toxicity tesƟng. MPCA should also require new biological assessments the first 
year of the permit to determine if downstream fish and macroinvertebrates are impaired. 
 
4) In addiƟon to monitoring for sulfate, MPCA should require monitoring for mercury in surface waters and should 
update tesƟng for mercury in fish Ɵssue downstream of Keetac. 
 
I appreciate the steps MPCA is taking to control sulfate polluƟon from the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin. But I 
would also ask that MPCA revise the draŌ permits to avoid delay and to beƩer protect groundwater, wild rice, fish, and 
the health of people who eat fish that are now contaminated with mercury. 
 
Thank you for considering my comments, 
 
Sincerely, 
Aaron Klemz 
1359 Hillcrest Dr NE  Fridley, MN 55432-5827 klemzaa@gmail.com 
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Kneemueller, Ashley (MPCA)

From: bgakre@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Barbara Akre 
<bgakre@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, September 19, 2025 6:51 PM
To: Kneemueller, Ashley (MPCA)
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin Permits (MN0031879 and MN0055948) 

and Application for Variance

[You don't oŌen get email from bgakre@everyacƟoncustom.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
This message may be from an external email source. 
Do not select links or open aƩachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security 
OperaƟons Center. 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dear Minnesota PolluƟon Control Agency Staff, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin permits and U.S. Steel’s 
applicaƟon for a variance.  I aƩended the hearing in Virginia September 3rd, where I learned that sulfate is transformed 
into sulfide, which limits growth of wild rice and increases concentraƟons of mercury and other toxins in lakes and 
streams, and that a new process for removing sulfate from effluent has been developed by a BabbiƩ engineer - one that 
is effecƟve and less expensive than the originally planned process.  For these reasons and more below, I would like to 
support the Minnesota PolluƟon Control Agency (MPCA) in strengthening enforcement of water quality standards that 
protect Minnesota wild rice, fish, and human health. 
 
I support these MPCA acƟons related to the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin Permits: 
 
1) I agree with MPCA that U.S. Steel permits should require compliance with Minnesota’s wild rice sulfate standard of 10 
parts per million (mg/L) at both the Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin. I understand that draŌ permit limits of 14 mg/L 
monthly average and 24 mg/L daily maximum are based on this standard, and that this original standard was 
reconfirmed by John Pastor and other scienƟsts at UMD have reconfirmed the original 1940s limit observed by John 
Moyle - within the past decade. 
 
2) I agree with MPCA that U.S. Steel should be denied a variance from compliance with the sulfate standard. A variance is 
a specific excepƟon to the rules, and U.S. Steel’s resistance to the expense of water quality treatment does not provide 
grounds to avoid the standard.  Moreover, your presentaƟon at the Virginia hearing reported your findings that Keetac 
could afford the costs of sulfate removal from effluent.  I remain puzzled by the lack of menƟon or discussion by the 
MPCA of an allegedly newer, efficient, and less expensive process for sulfate removal pioneered by Jeff Hanson of 
BabbiƩ. 
 
3) I support MPCA’s requirement that U.S. Steel monitor waste streams at both the Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin for 
sulfate and other pollutants. It seems that this should have been required a long Ɵme ago. 
 
However, I’m concerned that the draŌ permits have some gaps, and should be strengthened in the following ways: 
 
1) MPCA should not give U.S. Steel another five years before they actually have to meet Minnesota’s wild rice sulfate 
standard. Sulfate limits were set in Keetac permits in 2011, and studies on treatment were done and approved by MPCA 
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almost a decade ago. MPCA should give U.S. Steel no more than two years to achieve full compliance with wild rice 
sulfate limits. Nippon Steel, the new owner of U.S. Steel, should include sulfate treatment in the $11 billion in upgrades 
they’ve promised for U.S. Steel. 
 
2) MPCA should revise the Keetac permits to require groundwater monitoring, especially the groundwater beneath and 
adjacent to the Tailings Basin. This monitoring is needed to protect groundwater and to help determine if pollutants 
released through groundwater are causing or adding to violaƟons of surface water standards. 
 
3) MPCA should require U.S. Steel to test wastewater discharge from day one to make sure it is not toxic to aquaƟc life, 
rather than waiƟng for three years before toxicity tesƟng. MPCA should also require new biological assessments the first 
year of the permit to determine if downstream fish and macroinvertebrates are impaired. 
 
4) In addiƟon to monitoring for sulfate, MPCA should require monitoring for mercury in surface waters and should 
update tesƟng for mercury in fish Ɵssue downstream of Keetac. 
 
I appreciate the steps MPCA is taking to control sulfate polluƟon from the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin. But I 
would also ask that MPCA revise the draŌ permits to avoid delay and to beƩer protect groundwater, wild rice, fish, and 
the health of people who eat fish that are now contaminated with mercury. 
 
Thank you for considering my comments, 
 
Sincerely, 
Ms. Barbara Akre 
1921 W Kent Rd  Duluth, MN 55812-1155 
bgakre@gmail.com 
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Kneemueller, Ashley (MPCA)

From: equityfarm@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Claudia Faith 
<equityfarm@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, September 19, 2025 8:06 AM
To: Kneemueller, Ashley (MPCA)
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin Permits (MN0031879 and MN0055948) 

and Application for Variance

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Completed

[You don't oŌen get email from equityfarm@everyacƟoncustom.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
This message may be from an external email source. 
Do not select links or open aƩachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security 
OperaƟons Center. 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dear Minnesota PolluƟon Control Agency Staff, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin permits and U.S. Steel’s 
applicaƟon for a variance. I would like to support the Minnesota PolluƟon Control Agency (MPCA) and strengthen 
enforcement of water quality standards that protect Minnesota wild rice, fish, and human health. 
 
I support these MPCA acƟons related to the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin Permits: 
 
1) I agree with MPCA that U.S. Steel permits should require compliance with Minnesota’s wild rice sulfate standard of 10 
parts per million (mg/L) at both the Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin. I understand that draŌ permit limits of 14 mg/L 
monthly average and 24 mg/L daily maximum are based on this standard. 
 
2) I agree with MPCA that U.S. Steel should be denied a variance from compliance with the sulfate standard. A variance is 
a specific excepƟon to the rules, and U.S. Steel’s resistance to the expense of water quality treatment does not provide 
grounds to avoid the standard. 
 
3) I support MPCA’s requirement that U.S. Steel monitor waste streams at both the Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin for 
sulfate and other pollutants. It seems that this should have been required a long Ɵme ago. 
 
However, I’m concerned that the draŌ permits have some gaps. The permits should be strengthened in the following 
ways: 
 
1) MPCA should not give U.S. Steel another five years before they actually have to meet Minnesota’s wild rice sulfate 
standard. Sulfate limits were set in Keetac permits in 2011, and studies on treatment were done and approved by MPCA 
almost a decade ago. MPCA should give U.S. Steel no more than two years to achieve full compliance with wild rice 
sulfate limits. Nippon Steel, the new owner of U.S. Steel, should include sulfate treatment in the $11 billion in upgrades 
they’ve promised for U.S. Steel. 
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2) MPCA should revise the Keetac permits to require groundwater monitoring, especially the groundwater beneath and 
adjacent to the Tailings Basin. This monitoring is needed to protect groundwater and to help determine if pollutants 
released through groundwater are causing or adding to violaƟons of surface water standards. 
 
3) MPCA should require U.S. Steel to test wastewater discharge from day one to make sure it is not toxic to aquaƟc life, 
rather than waiƟng for three years before toxicity tesƟng. MPCA should also require new biological assessments the first 
year of the permit to determine if downstream fish and macroinvertebrates are impaired. 
 
4) In addiƟon to monitoring for sulfate, MPCA should require monitoring for mercury in surface waters and should 
update tesƟng for mercury in fish Ɵssue downstream of Keetac. 
 
I appreciate the steps MPCA is taking to control sulfate polluƟon from the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin. But I 
would also ask that MPCA revise the draŌ permits to avoid delay and to beƩer protect groundwater, wild rice, fish, and 
the health of people who eat fish that are now contaminated with mercury. 
 
Thank you for considering my comments, 
 
Sincerely, 
Claudia Faith 
12 Elder Dr  Duluth, MN 55810-1927 
equityfarm@aol.com 
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Kneemueller, Ashley (MPCA)

From: reggie1722@everyactioncustom.com on behalf of Regina Weber <reggie1722
@everyactioncustom.com>

Sent: Friday, September 19, 2025 2:09 PM
To: Kneemueller, Ashley (MPCA)
Subject: RE: U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin Permits (MN0031879 and MN0055948) 

and Application for Variance

[You don't oŌen get email from reggie1722@everyacƟoncustom.com. Learn why this is important at 
hƩps://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdenƟficaƟon ] 
 
This message may be from an external email source. 
Do not select links or open aƩachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security 
OperaƟons Center. 
 
________________________________ 
 
Dear Minnesota PolluƟon Control Agency Staff, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin permits and U.S. Steel’s 
applicaƟon for a variance. I would like to support the Minnesota PolluƟon Control Agency (MPCA) and strengthen 
enforcement of water quality standards that protect Minnesota wild rice, fish, and human health. 
 
I support these MPCA acƟons related to the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin Permits: 
 
1) I agree with MPCA that U.S. Steel permits should require compliance with Minnesota’s wild rice sulfate standard of 10 
parts per million (mg/L) at both the Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin. I understand that draŌ permit limits of 14 mg/L 
monthly average and 24 mg/L daily maximum are based on this standard. 
 
2) I agree with MPCA that U.S. Steel should be denied a variance from compliance with the sulfate standard. A variance is 
a specific excepƟon to the rules, and U.S. Steel’s resistance to the expense of water quality treatment does not provide 
grounds to avoid the standard. 
 
3) I support MPCA’s requirement that U.S. Steel monitor waste streams at both the Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin for 
sulfate and other pollutants. It seems that this should have been required a long Ɵme ago. 
 
However, I’m concerned that the draŌ permits have some gaps. The permits should be strengthened in the following 
ways: 
 
1) MPCA should not give U.S. Steel another five years before they actually have to meet Minnesota’s wild rice sulfate 
standard. Sulfate limits were set in Keetac permits in 2011, and studies on treatment were done and approved by MPCA 
almost a decade ago. MPCA should give U.S. Steel no more than two years to achieve full compliance with wild rice 
sulfate limits. Nippon Steel, the new owner of U.S. Steel, should include sulfate treatment in the $11 billion in upgrades 
they’ve promised for U.S. Steel. 
 
2) MPCA should revise the Keetac permits to require groundwater monitoring, especially the groundwater beneath and 
adjacent to the Tailings Basin. This monitoring is needed to protect groundwater and to help determine if pollutants 
released through groundwater are causing or adding to violaƟons of surface water standards. 
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3) MPCA should require U.S. Steel to test wastewater discharge from day one to make sure it is not toxic to aquaƟc life, 
rather than waiƟng for three years before toxicity tesƟng. MPCA should also require new biological assessments the first 
year of the permit to determine if downstream fish and macroinvertebrates are impaired. 
 
4) In addiƟon to monitoring for sulfate, MPCA should require monitoring for mercury in surface waters and should 
update tesƟng for mercury in fish Ɵssue downstream of Keetac. 
 
I appreciate the steps MPCA is taking to control sulfate polluƟon from the U.S. Steel Keetac Mine and Tailings Basin. But I 
would also ask that MPCA revise the draŌ permits to avoid delay and to beƩer protect groundwater, wild rice, fish, and 
the health of people who eat fish that are now contaminated with mercury. 
 
Thank you for considering my comments, 
 
Sincerely, 
Regina Weber 
21610 Fondant Ave N  Forest Lake, MN 55025-9761 reggie1722@gmail.com 
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