Conservation Minnesota (Tracy Whitney)

Comments submitted on behalf of Conservation Minnesota and 472 of our members.



CONSERVATION
MINNESOTA

September 4, 2025

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
520 Lafayette Road N
Saint Paul, MN 55155

Pollution Control Agency,

Sulfate pollution threatens Minnesota’s waters and the health of our communities.
It critically impacts the important places where wild rice grows and is harvested.
US Steel Corp, which operates the Keetac taconite mine and processing plant near
Keewatin, has been exceeding its sulfate discharge limit for years. We appreciate
your preliminary denial of US Steel’s variance request for both the mine permit
and the tailings basin permit.

At Conservation Minnesota, we work to protect the people and places
Minnesotans love from pollution. We have collected 472 signatures from our
members across the state who also agree with this denial. As you consider your
final decision on this matter, these members would like to ask you to protect wild
rice and clean water for all Minnesotans.

Members have signed on with this statement:

“l support strong protections for wild rice waters and the health of
Minnesotans. Rigorous water quality standards should be enforced
at both Keetac locations.”

Thank you for your consideration,

Nels Paulsen
Policy Director
Conservation Minnesota
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