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Sep t em b er 8, 2025 

 

Min n eso t a  Po llu t io n  Co n t ro l Age n cy 

Co rrie  Layfie ld  

520 La faye t t e  Rd . 

Sa in t  Pau l, MN 55155 

 

Re: Minnesota Nutrient Reduction Strategy 2025 update  

 

Dea r Ms . Layfie ld : 

 

We  ap p recia t e  t h e  o p p o rt u n it y t o  p ro vid e  fe ed b a ck o n  t h e  2025 u p d a t e  o f t h e  

Min n eso t a  Nu t rien t  Red u ct io n  St ra t egy.  As  a  co a lit io n  o f o ve r 80 p e rm it t ed  

MS4s , MCSC rep re s en t s  a  d ive rs e  gro u p  o f m u n icip a lit ie s  acro ss  t h e  s t a t e  wit h  a  

s t ro n g co m m it m en t  t o  e ffect ive  s t o rm wat e r m an agem en t  a n d  e xt en s ive  

exp e rie n ce  im p lem en t in g p o llu t an t  red u ct io n  a ct ivit ie s  t h ro u gh  t h e  MS4 p e rm it  

an d  lo ca l p ro gram s . 

 

Th e  Nu t rien t  Re d u ct io n  St ra t egy n o t e s  t h a t  u rb a n  a re as  acco u n t  fo r a  sm a ll 

p o rt io n  o f t h e  n u t rie n t  lo ad  t o  t h e  s t a t e ’s  m a jo r wa t e r re so u rces . Th e  p rim ary 

co n t rib u t o rs  a re  agricu lt u ra l a n d  ru ra l ru n o ff, wh ich  a re  t h e  key n u t rien t  s o u rces  

acro ss  m o s t  o f t h e  s t a t e .  

 

As  t h e  s t a t e  m o ves  fo rward  wit h  n u t rien t  re d u ct io n  in it ia t ive s , it  m ay b e  

t em p t in g t o  p u sh  fo r n u t rien t  red u ct io n s  fro m  a lread y regu la t e d  a re a s . 

Ho we ve r, it ’s  im p o rt an t  t o  n o t e  t h a t  cu rren t  regu la t o ry p ro gram s  a re  p rim arily 

fo cu se d  o n  u rb an  a n d  wa s t ewa t e r n u t rie n t  so u rce s  wh ich  co n t rib u t e  le s s  t o  t h e  

n u t rien t  lo ad  in  t h e  s t a t e ’s  m a jo r wa t e r re so u rces . In  p a rt icu la r, regu la t ed  MS4s  

co n t rib u t e  a  sm a ll fract io n  t o  t h e  t o t a l n u t rien t  lo ad . Ta rge t in g n u t rien t  

red u ct io n  e ffo rt s  t o ward  agricu lt u ra l an d  ru ra l ru n o ff will h ave  t h e  m o s t  

su b s t an t ia l im p a ct . 

 

Th e re fo re , t o  m a ke  s ign ifican t  ga in s  in  n u t rie n t  red u ct io n  acro ss  t h e  s t a t e ,  

 



 

MCSC e n co u rages  t h e  s t a t e  t o  p rio rit ize  it s  n u t rien t  red u ct io n  e ffo rt s  t o ward  t h e s e  la rge r 

so u rces—agricu lt u ra l an d  ru ra l ru n o ff—t o  ach ieve  m e asu rab le  an d  co s t -e ffect ive  o u t co m es  an d  

avo id  a d d it io n a l regu la t io n  o f sm a lle r co n t rib u t o rs  in clu d in g t h e  s t a t e ’s  MS4s .  

 

Resp ect fu lly, 

 

 

Eliza b e t h  St o u t , Ch a ir MCSC St ee rin g Co m m it t ee  

Min n eso t a  Cit ie s  St o rm wat e r Co a lit io n  

 


