10 March 2026

To: Minnesota Pollution Control Agency
From: Tracey Anderson
RE: Proposed Riverview, LLP 11,000-cow dairy feedlot in Section 1 of Synnes Township in 
Stevens County

I am writing to encourage the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to require a full environmental impact statement for the proposed expansion of Riverview’s dairy feedlot (mentioned above.)  I realize the Riverview is a successful agribusiness and brings much to our community, but the magnitude of this expansion is such that it poses potential threats to the environmental quality (land, air, water) in Stevens County.  I believe these threats should be full investigated and necessary actions to prevent and/or mitigate environmental impact should be identified before the project moves forward.

More specifically, I am concerned about the potential impact that a dairy feedlot that is significantly larger than the current operation will have on water quality.  I am an aquatic ecologist who has studied aquatic life in both the Pomme de Terre River and in local prairie pothole ecosystems.  I value the opportunities to enjoy the natural resources that support fish and wildlife in our area and recognize that many depend on uncontaminated groundwater for drinking water and other household uses.  Our freshwater ecosystems and connected ground water have the potential to be directly impacted by such a large dairy operation; I am concerned about both water quality and water quantity.  

I think that before moving ahead with such a large project that the potential impact on the local environment should be investigated more thoroughly.  This expansion will result in the largest dairy feedlot in the state of Minnesota.  Given the magnitude of this dairy operation  it believe it is essential that the MPCA and Riverview undertake the full Environmental Impact Statement process before this project moves forward.  
