Kevin Zahler

Hello, WTE energy plants are an essential part of any long term plan. Incineration is clearly more
environmentally friendly than land fill. I absolutely support waste reduction and recycling and [
know we can do so much more. For example, we must get rid of single use plastics. I have been
writing to my representatives on these points for years but it is not a priority and I fear will not be
until this becomes and even bigger problem.
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O ne country’s trash can be another’s treasure. In Sweden,
household waste is valuable because it helps create energy.
Only about 1% of the country's trash ends up in landfills; 49% is
recycled, and the remaining 50% is incinerated at one of
Sweden's “waste-to-energy” power plants. There, heat from
burned trash is used to generate energy in the same way that
power plants burn coal or gas. Waste-powered electricity makes
up a small fraction of Sweden’s power grid overall, however:
Nuclear, hydro, and wind power account for 90% of the country’s
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Incinerating trash may seem like an easy solution to minimizing
use of landfills, but some environmental experts say doing so isn't
the best solution. That's because burning_trash releases
pollutants into the atmosphere, and doesn’t reduce the
production of plastic products, which are made from fossil fuels.

Nevertheless, Sweden remains a global leader in recycling efforts.
IN 1984, the country enacted a deposit system — called “pant” —
for aluminum cans (with plastic bottles following 10 years later), in
which reverse vending_machines accept bottles and cans and
then print off deposit vouchers that can be redeemed at grocery
stores. In 2020, the country edged closer to its “zero waste” goal,
with Swedes recycling a staggering 94% of their glass and 78% of
discarded paper products.
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@ Numbers Don't Lie

“Waste-to-energy” power
plants in Sweden

34

Year the first sanitary
landfill opened in the
U.S., in Fresno

1037

Estimated population of
Sweden

10.6 million

Amount of trash (in tons)
produced globally in one
day

2.8 millinn
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DID YOU - - - S
South Korea is recycled.

While technically biodegradable, food waste can have
negative effects on the environment — particularly when it
ends up in a landfill and produces methane, a greenhouse
gas. That's why South Korea began banning food from
landfills in 2005 and instead has a robust recycling program
that encourages composting and food reuse. Today, about
95% of food waste in South Korea is recycled, compared to 2%
at the time the ban was enacted. Citizens who don’'t compost
can take food scraps to an area recycling station, where their
trash is weighed and logged; households then receive a
monthly bill based on the amount they toss out. Collected
food is turned into fertilizer or animal feed, and methane and
natural gases produced during the recycling process (called
biogas) are also used to create energy that fuels the recycling
facility, giving each tossed scrap a second opportunity to help
nourish the planet.

NICOLE Nicole Garner Meeker is a writer and
A0 editor bhaged in St | niilis Her historv
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