
Richard Emanuel 
 

To Whom It May Concern: I am writing to strongly object to Maps 1 and 8, which would put my
home and neighborhood, presently in Dist 6, into Dist 2. I live in the mid-Hillside, near Huffman
and Birch Roads. I know little about local issues as they affect Eagle River, which represents the
heart of Dist. 2. Nor do I believe many residents of Dist. 2 know much about where I live.
"Contiguous" means "being in actual contact or sharing a common boundary." My neighborhood is
NOT in contact with Eagle River. That is an absurd assertion. If there is a "common boundary"
here, it seems to be Chugach State Park. Are there any voters in the Park? Are there voting precincts
in the Park? No, there are not. Now, I like Eagle River just fine. But the last time I was there was
when I stopped at Jitters once last summer. I have friends in Eagle River who consider it a big deal
to drive into "Anchorage," by which they usually mean Muldoon, or maybe the Center for the
Performing Arts or the 5th Avenue Mall. They don't shop in South Anchorage, at the Dimond
Center or anywhere else. They might visit the Alaska Zoo, but even so, neither the Zoo nor the
Dimond Center are in Dist. 2 on either Maps 1 or Map 8. These proposals stretch the concept of
"contiguous" well beyond the breaking point. Just because you can color in a section of Chugach
State Park as if it were part of Dist. 2 does not establish a meaningful connection between Eagle
River and my mid-Hillside neighborhood. Maps 1 and 8 are blatantly bogus reapportionment
schemes, drawn for reasons I cannot fathom and without regard to reality. They are absurd. At
present, I feel very well represented by the assembly persons for District 6. Please do not put me in
District 2. The Hon. Jamie Allard would not well represent me or my family on the Assembly. And
the representation works both ways: Believe me, Ms. Allard would not want me as a constituent.
Vote NO on Map 1 and Map 8!


